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School cﬁrriculu

 Most caliers to my voice mail are
pleased wa're reporting the ml!?mu
Right attack on public schools, ita at-
tompt to Junk stats asscssments, end
(ts forthcoming effort (no longer a mere’
plot) to raid the state treasury on be-
half of privats schools,

Thare ars soma dissenters who are
welcome to thelr opiniona but who are
deficient on facts,

A father who pulied his children out
of public schoola deplores the “move-
ment to o state curriculum.” He adds,
“[f n state curriculum, why not a na-.
tionai? I a national, why not a world?”

Movemont?1? Say, Rip Van Winkle,
you need to catch up on the last 158
years. This movement is now in a trad-
ition and engraved # in the Michigan
Constitution. -

Turn off the talk radio babble, check
out Willia F. Dunbar’s “Michigan: A
History of the Wolverine State” at your
local public library, and read the chap-
ter on “Michigan Leads the Way on
Education.” Gen. Ivaac E. Crary and
missionary preacher John D, Pierce de-
signed the Michigan public school sys-
tem to be centralized and “controlled

bya mmibl- officlal”
Movoment?l? Territorial Judge Aug-

,ustus B. Woodward in 1817 covisioned

the same sort of state-controlled sys-
tem ding through a univensity. “It
was the sort of plan Thomasa Jefferson
advocated and sought in valn to per-
suade Virginia to adopt,” Dunbar

wrote.

Stop in the referonce soction, pick up
the “red book,” the Michigan Manusl,
and momorize Art. VIIL sec. 3; The
State Board of Education is to exercise
“leadership and general o

 aver ell publlé education” excopt cols

loges and “shall serve as the general
planning body for all public educa-

ﬁl on.” Read the wholv oducation art!-
clo.

Michigan voters have said *Yes!”
four times to a state-controlled syslem
— in 1837, 1850, 1908 and 1963. It's no
“movement.” I hope Rip Vaz Winkle's
ids get a better line on Michigan edu-
cational and constitutional history
than their drowsy dad did. .

As for a national curriculum: It's not
in tho U.8. Constitution. Just the op-
ponite. Chock Art. X of the Bill of

m ‘movement’ is 158

Rights. And forget the world curricu.
lum. .

A couple of women callers want state
aid to parochial schools, arguing, “We
pay taxes, 100"

Carry that to its logical conclusion.
1f a mali hires private security guards,
should it ask for part of the city police
budgot? If a factory has its own fire-
fighting force, should it be givon part of
the fire department budget? If the Got-’
trocks live on a private rond, should

.| subsidy. Sorry about yours.

ment under the Presdom of Informa-
tion Act, should your attorney got part
of the prosscutor’s budget? No way!

" Qur U.S. and state constitutions pro-
tqc'.fmedamo{vmnhip. But they also
Keep government’s nose out of estab-
1ishing a religion, providing taxes for a
house of worship or paying for “any
minister of the gospel or teacher of re-
figion.”

My God doesn't require a taxpayor

One of those callers abjects to my
use of the word “yahoo” and says I
ahould explein what it means. Well, in
public school, they taught us to scatter
dictionaries around the houso and uso
them anytime we didn’t understand a
word. A yaboo is “a crude or brutish
peracn.” It comes from Jonathan
Swift's “Guiliver's Travels.”

Finally, one woman, who professes
not to be part of the Religious Right,

they Comand a share of state fuel taxes

dislikes the “employability” talk in ed-

vast majority of married women work.

Your child needn’t be employsbla to

(1) clip bond coupond or (b) go on wel-
fare, And

if the Gingrich Adminietra-

tion succoeds, scratch (b) off the list.
‘Meanwhilo, hoed

the T0-

porta: 80 pereent of future jobs won't
roquire B.A. degrees but techn!

ical de-
s, “and yet only about 20 percent of

the stato’s high school students opt for
vocational training.”’ (Lansing Btate
Joumal, Feb. 20)

“Experts seid they find the (U.S. De-

partment of Education) survey results
troubling and in contrast with those
from countries like Japan, where em-
ployers and schools have common
strategies and goals.” (Detroit News,
Feb. 21) .

Tim Richard reports on the loeal im*

plications of statevnd regional events.
‘His Touch-Tone voice mail number is
(313) 953-2047, Ext. 1881.
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No on millage
alsh dollegu in Troy is private
and growing rapldly without

w government/citizens funds,

while Oakland Community College do-
livers o poor product and lacks tho
ability to manago ita resources as any
ongoing business must in order ta stay
.. in business,
- 1f Waleh College can not anly survive
but thrive, why cannot OCC do the .

same? Porhaps it is time to cxamino
OCC in order to sco if we nre getting
our money’s worth, Maybe it could bo
run better and ot loss cost and delivera
::elur ond product without our tax do!-
. lars, *
We have nover examinzd their prac-
tices to see if they are sensible. Per-
haps these educators are tho real
robber barons of our day. Voto noon
the OCC millage on March 16,

John E. Mayer, West Bloomfield

On punishment
hilip Power is absolutely correct
in his Feh. 23 commonta about
crite. Minor offenders should

be sont to a strict type of boot camp.

Poople on probation should be identi.

fied as mch in order to protoct the pub-

lic from them.

Prisoners should be put to construc-
tivo work like road repairs, otc. This
kind of free labor would groatly benefit
the public that has been wronged by
these convicts,

It is an cxcellent idea to have con-
victed drunk drivers be identified
through specially marked license
plates,

All criminals convicted of assault,
robbery and mugging must be pun-
ished publicly by caning, whipping, or
other appropriate methods for all to

8ce.
Finally, although I never agreed to
capital punishment myself because it

Pure ideology takes back seat
as Gov. gets down to governing

causes grief to the families of tho
aceused, I now believe it must bo used
for horrible crimes such as murder,
rope, and torture, ete.

This would accomplish two import-
ant purposes: These atrocities could
never again bo ropeated, and the sav-
ings of money by our taxpayers, you
and 1, could be put to bettor, more pro-
ductive nse for the benofit of all of our
communitios.

This would also climinats the ex-

more prisons.
Leon 1. Schoichit, Farmington Hills
R I S

‘Wake-up call’
he recent editorials by Tim
Richard and Phil Power [ssuing
a wak call to busi lead-

the Religious Right to eliminate the
school code and allow for considerable
iations in testing icts the
goals of buainess leaders.
There is room for honest debato and
disagreement about standards and how
we reach them. I hope Lh!at during the

ers regarding education policy are right
on the mark.
Tho stated goal of t groups

our busi eaders arc
awaro that the basic ngenda of many in
the Religious Right is to divert state
ducation dollars into the hands of re-

has been a statowide proficicncy test
which gives them a tool in cvaluating

pense, and need for the building of

potential employces. The movement by

ligious Jeaders to establish private
schools,
. Marie Welgold, Farmington

T practicality haa re-emerged as a domi-
nant fact in today's political landscape,
as triumphantly conservative Republicans take
on the responsibilities of governing.
When in opposition and out of power, it's
casy — heck, it's fun! — to be a flamethrower,
purs and savage with the true bellef. But once
_inoffice and sadaied with the responsibility to
get something done, [deological purity often
takes a back seat to practical reality.

The evolution in office of Gov. John Engler
offers a wonder{ul case in point.

Item: Last week, tho governor announced cre-
ation of the Michigan Economic Growth Au-
thority (MEGA), a panel of state and private
gubernatorial appointecs that would hand out
tax bresks almed at companics that expand or
locate in Michigan and croats at least 76 jobs in
the process. R

¢ Suppotters say Michigan noods to be abla to
ffer tax breaks to keep companies from bolting
to other states and to attract new companics,
Office furniturs-maker Haworth Co., for oxam-
plo, witl build its new $30 million, 3,000-job
parts plant in Indiana unless it gota an incen-
tive from state government to stay at home,
1 remember what Senate leader Engler (then
in the opposition) said back in tho 19808 when
Gov. Jim Blanchard tried to play an activist
role in job creation. Engler arguod that tax in-
centives wore a fraud, an expensive lesson why
[ mont could not inly should not
— “pick winnors and losers” In the economic
smarketplace. .
And you should hear the snarla from Engler's
fres market cranies now. Talk about loss of Ide-
otogleal C .
. ‘;ﬂm: a“ovﬂfgn‘lor unvelled at Last week's So-

clety of A e Bnrd lona
proposal for the Mich| Auto P hi
Intended to replsce tha 10,000 skilled auto
workers who will retire over the nest saven
years, the Partoership will link the state, its
Jsading industzy and educational institutions to
provide skills for young peaple. .
. “What industry has been talling us is that
the skill base is very, very critical to long-tarm

 Jocatlon decision,” sald David Cola, director of
" the University of Michigan's Offica for the

Study of Automotive Tranaports
the movie “Fistd of Dreams™ If you buildit, .
Mdﬂmm_qb'nmm-dwwmha :

hat age-old conflict between idealogy and ]

tion. “It's ke -
}-owmthllmwam

PHILIP POWER -

manufacturing basa. Peoplo will come to that.”
Doug Rothwell, chicf executiva of the Michi-

© gan Jobs Commission, arguod: “The otate or re-

gion that fills this need first will have an advan.
tage for job growth. We're told by industry that
{f we'ro succeasful, this would be a significant
determinant as to where thoy make future in-
vestmente.” .

Evidently, the Engler Administration pro-
poses to expand the iden to other key Michi
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industrics facing a labor shortage, such as ples-

tics and food processing.

‘Back in the 1980s, I chaired the Michigan Job
Training Coordinating Council in the Blanc-
hard Administration. We tried to do much the
same sort of thing. And, of course, tho idoo-
logues kod the asan
governmental intrusion on the forces of the froe
m.

arket. .
Today, I think Gov. Engler is abuoolutely right
with MEGA and the Michigan Auto Partner.
ship. When you're running a state, you haveto
do what you have to do, regardlesy of tdeological
purity.

‘Wo're at a very Interesting juncturo in our
politics. The Republican Party juat now i3 full
of ideological passion, brimming with new and

‘ Intoresting ideas, while Democrats are dofen-

sive and dispirited, if not brain dead.

The thing to watch now is the way the Gop
initiatives mesh with the recalcitrant inertia of
actually ing. Some will thrive; some will
£ail, But all will be tempered in the fire of reall-

ty. . .
Buch !s life. o
N : {f 8
Phil Power ia chalrman of ths company that
Hig Touch-Tone voice
mail number ia (313) $63-8047, Ext. 1880,
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yéars;old

to malntain It? D _ucation because “I obfoct to raising wy
fyous go to a KOA campground in- child as aworkerunit,” .
stead of a state perk, should KOA get - |*  About half of my bigh school gradu-
part of tho state parks budgst? If you ating class expeciod to marry at 18 and
hire an attomey to wis 8 unit of govern- | just raise kids, Todsy, however, the




