Rappers I.C.P.
sign to Jive
1]

he world apparently won't end after South-
field-based rappers LC.P. releaso thelr
sixth album. The roppers, who dreas in

Jive Rocords, according to 1.C.P. spokeaman
Bruce Lorfel.

In an October Interview with Street Scene,
1.C.P. 3ald, “Every album s a Joker card. By tho
time the sixth foker card’s releasod . . . the
world's gonna be over with.” Lorfel couldn't reveal
if 8 “long-termn deal” moant moro than three al-
‘buma, but we assume ao.

‘Jive — which boasts a line-up that includes R.
Kelly and his alloged tesnaged brids Asliyah of

of the top rap and R&B labels in the United
, States. Lorfol spoculstes that L.C.P.’s third album
> (the first with Jive) will boout in early summor &8
ajoint venture between Jive and 1.C.P."s label,
Psychopathic Records.

The first video will be filmed during an April 7
performance at The Ritz in Roseville, Lotfe] fon't
sure which song it's golng to ba but, “We're en-
couraging kids to show up In clown outfits. A lot of
them do anyway . . . bocause wo're golnig to shoot
(Glm) thess kids as part of the video,” Lorfel asid.

For information about the show, call (810) 778-

to play tho prestigious South by Southwest

mualc conference in Austin, Texas. The
wido areay of benda include skasters Mustard
Plug, Ann Arbor alternapoppers whirllngRoad,
the Instrumental surf band The Gold ol

8150.
A handful of local bands have been accopted

clown outfits, have aigned a “long-term deal” with -

Detrolt, Shaquille O'Neal and Too $hort —isone

McC

thorise.

By CumigTINA Fuoco
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The scenario sounds almost like
another twentysomething film: two
guys working at a pleza joint, taiking
musle, occasionally going to e party
an%jlmmln;. .

. Thoy were a littlo mora serfous
about thelr dreama than two long-
hairs in & movie, though, One balfof
the duo was Mike McCready, then-
future guitarist of Pearl Jam. The
other was Pete Droge, who scored a
hit with “If You Don't Love Me (I'lL
K11t Mysel)® thanks to, ironlcally,»
movie — “Dumb and Dumber.”

“When we met st the pizza joint,
‘we realized we had quite a bit in com-
mon musically, s far as the philoso-
phy of muaic and taste o wusle,”
said Droge who, like McCready, al-
ways wears wide-brimmed hata. “He
turned me on to music that T hada't
boen exposed to before.”

Now Droge's working his way up to
being as popular as McCready. The
25-year-old Droge Is surprised he's
gotten this far, but it's sowmething ho
always imaginsd,

“ thought pesitive thoughts about
it for a long time; I visualized it," be

sald.

*The road to the spot opening for
Tom Petty on his arena tour, was
rough — literally. Shortly after his
debut “Necktie Socond” (American
Recordings) waa released, hodid a
“reaidency tour” where ho played In
the same city, ono night aweek fora
month. That amounted to a different
city each night.

“It was really grueling; we had a lot
of driving. Some of us started to got
really sick at that time, We had prob-
Jems with our van, too, We had brake

tx) \ 41 Tt was

ternative rock/blues group Laughing Hyenas an
‘folk ainger Dick Slegal. The conference will bo
beld in mid-March, :

As for whitlingRoad, they wilt release their first
album, “T'welve Steps Below Walnut,” in early
April on the band-run Skillet Records.

. teve Wood, former momber of the racts rock
band Red C, and hia new band The Coy-
otes have sottled in at the New Way Bar,

, 23130 Woodward Ave., Ferndale, whero they will

_play every Tuesday. For more Information, call

(810) 541-8870,
8ponge’s major label dsbut “Rotting Pinata”
reached No. 7 on Harmony House's Top 20 report.
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& real tough leg,” he sald.

His Detrolt shows weroat AF.B..a
popular watering hiole on ‘Woodward
Avenuo in Detroit. The first night
was packed, the sccond was less-
than-stellar, but by the third, listen-
ors had “become hip to the musie.”

But his moat vivid memories of De-
troit relate to the city's nickname of
“Motor City."

My memorios of Dotroit, immedi-
ately, aro'of the cortain Ford garage
and the large sums of money being
shoved Iato our van. Detroit was the
nlace whero we had a lot of our re-
palrs done. What better placo to get
tho car fixod,” Droge said.

Fréncke extr

. precise between songs. Playing club
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ready, moved on to a spot o the soundtrack
of “Dumb and Dumber,” How he's opening for
Tom Petty. Pete Droge’s musical fortunes are on

Tho big break .
The realdency tour helped him es-
tablish a name for himsslf, but his

and Dumber” soundtrack, The re-
leaso of that single, he said, is a good
segue for people to explore tho rest of
*“Necktio Becond.™

“Things are going very well for me
right now; everything's on the upalido
right now,” said Drogo who now lives
{n Oregon. *"We're getting more press

helped that.”

Parta of the album were recorded in
very unlikely places, including the
bathroom of Room 306 at the Hamp-
ton Inn in Atlants, Ga.

] §uat set it up in the bathroom in
the motel room where there's tile and
& natural reverb,” he eaid explaining
the technicalities. “The bothroom's &
little bit more refloctive (of the
eound).”

From playing in the bathroom to
gigsing (n cluba to opening for Tom
Petty in arenas wasn't o hard jump

for Droge.

“I found it surprisingly casy to
make the adjustmont it feles todo
that (play arenos),” bo eald. “Iwas
really flattered. A lot of the promoters
and o 1ot of the peopls around had &
1ot of nice complimenta.

*Your timing bas to bo a lot more

you can tweak your tuning, lean back
and tell a little story. In arenas, you
gotta bo ready to end ono sang and go
jnto enother directly.”

Tales to tell

One of tho storiea ho likes to tell at
shows s that “If You Don't Lave Ma”
doesn't reflect his current stats of
mind.

“1¢ You Don't Love Me'. . . defl-
nitely not' it's 1060 of = glimpse into
the past,” ho sald. “It was what I was
thinking shout when I was 1207 13
when, you know, you meet a gitl, you
poss notes back and forth, You'ro an
item, you'ro dating and sho dumps
you. You got all bummed then yru ro-
elizo it's not life or death.™

Hia new material Ia more remini-
scont of “If You Don't Love Me." It
possess morze of an edpe and is more
band-orisnted.

“A good portion of the songs that
T've been writing !stely are more

band-oriented rock songs . . .alittle &0

Musical fortune rises for Droge

Heo worked at a pizza jolnt with Pearl Jam’s Miko .

ace of Auburn Hil

Net sulcldal: Pete Droge, who scored the pop hit “If You Doni
Love Me (I'll Kill Myself),” opens for Tom Petty
"March 9 and does @ more intimate show

L
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at The Pal- ':

at the Blind Pig in Ann Arbor March 10.

more up tempo, & little more driving
and little more harder hitting,” Droge
paid. “That’s a natusal result of the
fact that I now have a rock band.”

For “Nocktie Socond” he threwn
band together at the last minute.
Still, Drogo eaid, the album is a good
refllection of him.

“The record that's out now 1s the
culmination of a long process of mu-
sical growth for me. It's just like one
row in my field, you know, in my

o

acts reality from re'ality

Pete Droge opens for Tom Pettyand
the Heartbreakers at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 9, at The Polace of Au-
burn Hills, 2 Championship Drive,
Auburn Hills, The show is sold out.
Droge docs 6 solo performance at the
Blind Pig, 206-208 S. First St., Ann
Arbor, Friday, March 10. For more i

* formation, call (313) 996-8555.

him, along with labelmates The Joy-
hatwks, on “Live From the House of
Blues” at midnight Friday and Satus-
day, March 24-25, on TBS.

A

By KYLE GRERN
SrECIAL WRITER

Many musicians live in a self-induced fantasy
world filled with musical lcons and self-love.,

While living [n the real warld of dey-to-day liv-
ln;,ﬂuvnrth:ndubummadmimdury
world where his own musical characters can survive
with thelr trisls and tribulations on his debut re-
lease “Wherse the River Mects the Bay” (8chool-
kids Recorda). !

This musicat world In a long stretch from his
middle class upbringing in Saginaw, but well worth
the ticket, he said. ’

“Saginaw |s geography where the river moets the
bay, 80 it has set up somia sort of mystical place,”
Francke said. “I am trying to creats a fictional
landscape so that the charscters
breatho and take shapo. Every artist's jobi la to ex-
tract reality from reality.”

Tho easy-flowing 11-track relcass took a year to
plan, record and market with material which
touches on dally trials and tribulations, elf within
the reclm of reality,

“(The songs) were writien over the last five years

chautlwu!numea(plmmdtg‘cpwpluhy

movo around the place,” Francke sal

That ia an {dea that many of the top 40 super
luuundw-hywﬁvm.withthauapu“of
Sheryl Crow, Edie Brickell and Lisa Loeb.

Havé a listen

To bear music by Stewart Francke (mes-
sage 1), Pete Drogs (message 2), Syrens (mes-
sage 3), Weapon of Choloe (messags 4),
Coughing (message 5), l‘nd-fhmd ks (message 6),

3 i

:ma)mmuum.smaemm.
sfo Line at (319) 953.2025 on & touch-tone
phone, Fast.forward to the, ng
mossago by pressing 33. To repeat a message,

press 4,

*This contains the thythm and the detaila of life

and that is important to me and that Is what I

:;nu:wdn.lthlnklluwwdbdwhhwhnlmb
to do.

“The most important thing is to try to get the
specifics and the details right so that the songs ro-
flect the day-to-day as much as possible. I try to
writs songs that ars short stories.”

Francke crodits his 11-month-old daughter Tess
and bia wife of seven years, Julle, with keeping him
cantered and focused. Julla inspired Francke to
name his publishing company after her, Allyj Pub-

lishing.

“Where the River Moots tha Bay” is Francke's
first formal ontry into the music world, but the 38-
year-old haa been performing since he picked up @
guitar in his carly 20s.

Along with a number of headlining gigs, he has °

opened for the Cowbay Junkies, Sam Phillips, The
Bo Warren Zevon and Grammy Award-
winner Sheryl Crow. Francke has soem some na-
tional spatlight attention as well. He has twice
showcased his music at the Songwriter's Hall of
Fame Serles In New York. .

Right now he ts more concernsd with the quality

of his music than the amount of attenticn he ro-

ceives nationally.

“Some peopls ‘have found groat success with (the ’

Hall of Fame Serles),” bo sald. “I just want to
gather n tvely loyal and i di 1
Just want to write creative ploces.”

‘Writing is nothing strangs to the quality-based

mu-ld&nwlwlanha.muﬂermmfotuuum
publications. Twlking to recording artists
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“Jive Interviewsd Yoko Ono, Bruce 8
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for his own ' 1s of his,
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the future hold for bim in 10

“] cannot write a ‘starty’ pop tune,” Franke sald. ‘[T

. Celabrating: Stewart Francke performs -

* the Magic Bag Theatre
Ferndsla. For mors

songs off his debut disc at the Magic Bag
Theatre Cofe in Ferndale March 10.
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constantly. Belng a rock'n’roll musiclan and an art-
ycuunredaﬂmwdn!yjhmmh'dﬁu
when I am 46. 1 am happy 1 cannot answer this
question.” . R |
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Cufe, 22918 Woodward Ave.,

ion, call (810) 5é4-



