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Alyssa Wheeler uses a time-tested meti:od of finding her

Gecond grader Ben Chrisom
runa his card and a book across &
scanner at the checkout dosk. He
found “Treasure’s Undet tho Sea”
by looking undor “avd” — short
for adventures — on the comput-

er,

Ho just retumned a book on
bockey great Gordle Howe that ho
used for a book report.

“I¢’s fun,” Chrisom satd.
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“They . have to be careful,”
Huopenbecker sald. *‘Just bo-
causa it comes from a computer
they think it's gospel. They still
have to filter that information.”

And, as with bound coples,
some students still copy encyclo-
podia entries verbatim. The only
difference is now they just print it
out {rom & computer.

Technology is atill atz!\dc-jbch

By msking
easler to find, cxporta say kids are
likely to do more How-

ter, I
are golng to have to learn touseit.
“Why notknlwl," hesald.

M i A

ever, there are some drawbacks to
computer-driven Inquiry.

Qchool board and 3 unions

on
the shelf get a litdlo more dusty.

STAY? PHOTOS BY BHARON LEMIEUX

 BYLAURY O’'CONNOR
BTAIY WRITIR .
Formington Public Schools
trustes Susan Lightoer to

study session that sho'll not seek
a fourth term. She has served on
the board for 12 years and was
president in 1985-86.

Lightoer’s bowing out is expezt-
od to open tho ficld for candidates
in the June 12 school elsction.
She ia the only trustee up for re-
election,

Nine candidatea ran in 1993
when trustoe Jack Cotton decided
not to seek ro-election. Last yoar,
Ken Stein was the only challenger
when popular incumbents R.Jack
Inch and Cathy Webb successful-
1y ran for re-clection. .

Lightuer’s life has changed over
tho {ast couple of years. 8he ro-
roarriod and her job duties have
cxpanded st First Federal of
Michigan. She has two grown

* children from a previ mar.

Lightner won’t
seek 4th term

Susen Lightner
cheerleaders perform at girls ath-
lotic events as well an boys.

Her concerns sbout -equality ..
were not limited to geader. She

ampioned those 1deals in odu-.> NS

cational opportunities. .
8he cited her major accom-
lisk t i on the.

di

riage.

But she said changes in her
personsl life were not o factor in
her decislon.

*When I ran the last time, 1
said then (in 1991) I wasn't going
to run egain,” said Lightner,
whoso last name was Rennels
then. “Almost every politician
probably says that. But I did
mean [t."

Her anpouncement appeared to
cotech other board members off

guard,

President Csthy Webb. sald,
“Wow,” and added: “Svsan, we
have to say thank you for the sor-
vice you've given to the district for

2 "

Trustees and members to the
sudience responded  with ap-

plause. . -
Lightner said she leaves with
the district in good shape. She
has been on the board during tu-
multuous times, including stato-
aid recapture and the defeats of
bond and millage requesta.
Lightner has been s constant

volce for equity in hiring. Sko also
favored such things as baving

P as p

board when the Farmington dis-J+
trict linked ite elementary andy’
secondary curriculums. As o re-
sult, the district has a cohesive”
kindergarten through grade 12.:

program.

“When I came on the board (in_. ~
1083), clementary and secondary-!
were two toparnte and distinct en-.|

tities,” Lightner sald. “Curricu- - -

Jum stopped at each Jevel.

She graduated “with distinc- |
tlon” from Wayne State Universi- .
ty in 1977 — 16 after receiv- -
ing her high school diploma at
Roval Oak Dondero. She has
bachelor’s degree In political sci-.

cnce. .

Lightoer and her husband,
John, live iz Fermington Hills.

Lightner was known as a com-.
munity activist through her work,
with Commeon Cause end the
Leaguo of Women Voters when:
ghe firat ran for the board in 1983.
She'led a petition drive for cam-.
paign reform as chalrwoman of
Common Cause’s Michigan chap-
ter in 1976

She was also a regular board
watcher during those times.

reach accord on 3-year pact

By LARRY O'CONKOR
BTAYY WRITER

What wes termed & “thomy
problem” sppears to hsvs been
smoothed over.

Farminglor Board of Education .

and three employse unions tenta-
tively agreed t'o: threo-year ?ut

dent Zan Alloy at the central off-
jce Tuosday afternoon. Neither
would comment on the agreo:
ment.

Board membars were schoduled
2 moet in closed session Tuesday
night to get details of the agreo-

Monday, rep ap
contract struck down by an Oak-
{and County Circult Court judge.

Judge David Breck ruled an ex
-{sting three-yoar pact toln
1992 was null and void after the
board was oted a price by

: $4 miliion for ‘health insurance.
Teachers' contracts were set to
. expire In August. Pacts with cus-
todial anid support personnel ex-

“T'm witbholdlng all feclings
until 1 can bear all the details,”
Board President Cathy Webb
said. .

Throe unlons repreaonting
toachers, custodial and suppert
personnel expoct to have 8 ratifl-
cation voto within two weeks, Al-
tey said. No details would be re-
leasod until then.

“Not even a giimmer of ono,”
Alley sdded.

: pire June 30, .
" Terms of the new agr t
- wrere not available.

Assistant porl dent for

The egreemont brings a closo to
gotiations, which reopened in
January after tho court's ruling.

were sticking points when negoti-
ations reopen

“They (negotiations) were very
positive and we're very happy to
have an agresment,” Alley said.
“We're looking forward to working
together in the future.”

Original health insuranco rates
quoted by MESSA were 8 factor
In granting employecs & 4-percent
ﬁ: in 1 board members

When the mistake was discov-
ered, MESSA offered to pay for
the first year — $1.8 million —
but not the remaining $3.2 mil-
fion. The district and the unicns
wont to arbitration over the mat-
ter, and waited nearly a year for
Brock's decision.

“We need to get on with geiting
ot.x," _S‘uperlnundent C. Robert

Staff and Community Relations
- Sue Zurvalec mot with Farming-
; ton Educatlon Association presi-

on

d said “That's been my

|ssues waa ratified and app!
by the board Jan. 25.
Selaries, hoslth and a stipend

1 think this agr
will be the springboard to working
together more collaboratively.”

Open those Caring Arms

* t.'Vincent and its Sarah Pisher Conter in
s Farmington Hills has won & atats reglonal
, Caring Arms award for its Post Adoption
Supp vices (PASS
PASS is dealgned to give new adoptive famllics
evesy chanos to succoed through long-term sup-
part, training and cousaling for both child and
family members for as longas Is nseded.
.. The is to provide ths extended support
n ‘tﬂdp family members sucoood in thelr
goal of pr&vllldlnn permanent, larlg'z home !9: B

Progr

. The Express pulls in

FARMINGTON FOCUS

ho Fann! Devel ‘s
Winter Pun Series for youngsters continuea
at3 p.m. Saturday, March 11, with a per-
formance of Chautauqua Express at the Civic
Theatre on Grand River. N
ross entertainer Guy Louls takes his matari-
al from popular .l\mt;ﬂeln  muslo md‘m the m} .
nthe p imlsgion I

dren who ars
mentally ot physically challenged, ct have beha.
vioral difficulties dus to being born drug- or alco-
hol-addicted.

et LARBLLLARALLLLLLLERYLINALY
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“This progn ted with sevoral
Ing programs from throughout the reglon,” sald
Lt, Gov, Connle Blasfield, who announced the
award. “The agency and this communlty should
tako great pride in this award. The competition
was intense.”

As a Caring Arma regionsl winner the PASS’
m-iummuwwmmmm”

wThe goal of Carlng Arm s to reward, recognize
mdnmmmmlmtnm:dlﬂma In
o P of famlltos and children,” Binsfleld sald.

dience 1
83 pec person,

Memory Lane

From the March 10, 1955 editlon of the Farm-
Ington Enur?rlu:
B Merl Powell agcl Craig Rockafollow wure named

Tictorian an . poctively, at

Farmlngton High 8chool. '
@ Don Nichols, a Farmington High junior, was
plcked eaptain of the 1965-5¢ Faloon basketball
team.
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to 477- or

off at tha nawspaper office. P

. Or better Mlh Republic Bank's
Signature Plus Relationship Account

Bloomfleld Hills 2585300
Farmington Hills 737-0444
Grosse Pointe . 8825400

' visit any branch, or open by ﬁhoue today
1-800-968-4425 .

Republic Information Center Hours
Monday-Friday 7 am.-7 p.m. ® Saturday 9 a.m. - noon

JREPUBLIC
BANK

.

Annoal Parcantage Yield (APY) 8 accurite 15 of March 8, 1995, Penaly Tor saly whthdrawl.
Wisieou ol $1,000 fo open and sarm ineres. kbembet FOIC.




