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Another
basketball
coach at Ma-
donna Univer-
sity [s gone.
Nothing new
there.

11

B
Sharpe's  dis-
missal as
coach of Ma-
donna'’s men's
program
makes it the third time in the
past decade a basketball coach
bas left, either forced into resiz-
nation or by firing {Bob
‘Whitlow, men's coach, an b
Belf, wornen's coach, were the
others).

You can spend all the time
discussing and analyzing the
decision you wish, but the bot-
tom line is that it’s pothing

new.

Whitlow and Belf both left
because of conflicta with the ad-
rninistration on bow they felt
theit respective programs
should evolve.

Sharpe's biggest mistake was
that ke thought he could avoid
that problem. He was well-
aware of the run-ins his prede-
cessors had experienced prior to
his hiring.

But he thought he could steer
clear of them. Ho was wrong.

Sharpe was fired Thursday
because, athletic director Ray
Summers said, “We're looking
in & pew direction. We're look-
ing for somecne with more
head-coaching experience.

“Bil} brought a lot of good
things to the program. He was
Ea!ing progress, indeed. But

e program wasn't progressing
the way we thought it abould.”

Had Sharpe been able to pro-
duce an instant winner, this
msy pever have happened. He
couldn't.

Thing is, Sharpe zaid when
be was first hired be told Sum-

Sharpe’s firing all too familiar

mers it would take a while, that
the (irst fow years could be dif-
ficult {although ho painted a far
brighter picture to the media
before hls first season). Sharpe
said be would build his pto-
gram with freshmen, from the
bottom up.

So they lost. A lot. Madonna
won twice in 32 games in '93-94;
this scason was better, but not
much: 6-25.

Siill, there was progress.
Since the first of January, the
Fighting Crusaders were 5-12.

That waan't enough, appar-
ently. Which is what angered

Sharpe.

“This hurt. § don't think 1de-
served it,” he said. *1 don't be-
lieve he's relieving me for &
good reason. I don't think it has
anything to do with the prog-
ress of the team.

“When 1 came here, | was led
to believe that the leve) of com-
mitment to me and my program
was there. Clearly, it wasn't. 1
came here in good faith. I don't
feel 1 was dealt with in good
faith.”

Shargs said le thought be
had a five-year agreement with
Summers to build his program.
The only contingency: show
some sort af progress.

Sharpe believes he did. Lack
of progress, he insisted, wasn't
what cost hira his job. “I do not
fit in with that (coaching and
administretive) group because
my philosophy, as far as coach-
ing and professional conduct, is
in conflict with the rest of the
ataff,” Sharpe said.

In plain terms, Sharpe did
not liko to socialize with the
rest of the staff, and be didn't
fecl it was right to socialize with

with Belf, the former women's

Sharpe
Mike George and softballivel-
leyball coach Jorry Abraham.
Neither liked Sharpe's stylo,
during work hours or after
them.

When considering the sub-
stantial success both Georgo
and Abraham have exporienced
and the i

they've built, pared
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Sharpe’s staggering atart, Sum-
mers' decislon was caxy.

Forever more, Sharpe will fecl
be was betrayed from within.
His dismissal was no surprise,
certainly; he'd been talking
openly of it himself since mid-
scason. He thought Summers’
private mectings with his play-
ers fostered a senso of insecuri-
ty on the team.

(For the record: Summers
sald of the meetingy, “There aro
always internal issuea on a
team. When an athleto can't get
it resolved with his coaching
staff, he comes to me. But that
had nothing to do with my deci-
sion.")

Since last season, Sharpe was
ostracized by the rest of the
atall. Tho agenda against him
was already under construction
— he didn’t communicata with
hia players, there was a lack of
discipline on the tcam, bo failed
to motivate them.

A case could be made for
each. But the bottom line waa
this: He didn't win enough to
offset whatever shortcomings
the stafl attributed to him.

“You alwayn look for & coach
who not only can coach, but is a
good fit with the rest of the d:d'

i " sal

players. That, be said, made
bim an outsider and ultimately

Although Summers was the
hatchet-bearer, he was just the
man caught in the middle. As

1t all sounds so familiar —
certainly to Belf and Whitlow.

Once sgain, it proves that
hiﬁory does, indeed, repeat it-
e

VOlleyba“ from page 1C

Kimberly Sanders” eerve — three
of them coming on Jamesea
Emersos killa.

The second game was more of a
strugzle, but Mercy prevailed,
scoring the final four points. Con-
secutive serves by Mitzi Ruddock
went uoreturned by Ferndale,
supplyicg the Marfins with tho fi-
nal pointa.

Against — which
hod bestzn Mercy twice this sea-

the Blazers, with Nicale Vondra-
cek collecting three kills.

Mercy finlshed with a 24.26-2
overall record.

For Ladywood, the key match
was indeed supposed to be in the
regional final, but against Salem
— which might have happened
the way the brackets wero origi-
nally drawn.

“\We were really excited,” said
Ladywood's Anne Poglits about

son — the story was @ different  the prospect of facing Salem.
one. ™ has really put it “We've been working really, really
all together,” Spengler said. han) for this. We were so up.
“They've improved their passing Tho Blazers proved themseives
Sously since the beginni: i 16-4, 15-

with » mission.

“Wae just had trouble with their
And if you can’t pasa, you
can't pley.”

Mercy aimply could not handls
the Blazers. The closest the Mar-
lins came was & 5-3 deficit in the
open]un.mhdymdusnd
the pDext eight pointa en route to
an essy win.

The second game was gven
more Jopsided. Mercy trailed 9-0
and 10-1 before tuming a couple
wy-mdmn[ntopoinum
narrow it to 10-4. Shanson Swish
served out the mstch for

:

Eﬂ.

Vondracek.

Salem’s strength rested with
the hitting ability of 6-foot Shel-
1ye Sills, 5-10 Paula Dombrowski,
5.7 Karen Gundry and 5-7 Kelly
Johnston. All were effectively
neutral

All the things Ladywood coach
Tom Teeters sald hia team need-
ed to do to win, they did. The
Blazers served exceptionally well
«— 10 aces in the two games, in-
cluding eight in the pecond — and
blocked, well, sccording to
Teeters, the fint game was “the
best we've blocked all year.”

The Rocks never did get into
any kind of flow offensively, al-
though they looked far better in
the second grme. sgain
broke cut on top, going up 6-1 and
— after Salem closed to within 6-
5 — scoring four peinta on Po.
glits’ serve (throe aces) to maka it
10-5.

full lasgue seasoca (n
one day. The pum-
ber of games reached around 75, com-
bined with the sany practios balls, that
‘was coe Bowl-A-Thoa.

Michael Bary can be heard on WIR
dally from 3.7 p.m. and aalde from bls
broadcasting ekills, just happans to be
one heck of a fne bowler, During the
“Troy Lanes, Mike

¢ bowl along with Barr, helping lo raise
money in the Oght sgainst cancer.

His st ball was thrown at § p.m. on
atrike,

“The last ball wax thrown at B pm.
Saturdsy. It was alsa a strike, and be-
tween the Lwo strikes, be knocked down
sbout 15,000 pins with 1,250 deliveries.

More than $70,000 was ralsed for the
Michigan Cancer Poundation during
this time, a 25 percent increase over Last

yoar.

1 bowled with Michael Barr at 2 p.om.
Saturday and hls energy and dursbllity
were Increditile. By the way, bls thumb
was just fine, most of us would bave just
four fingers and cne bloody mesa after
all that, but ba had taken special cars to
protect this valuable past of & bowler's

anatomy.

Michael Barr is ready to do it agaln
next year, and the MCF will certainly
take him up on the offer. While bowling
with Michsel Bary, 1 had to quit aler
one game, as my leNl knes was In great
pnlnuldlm‘ldnolmgnlolbl(ml
line.

A quick visit to Dr. Warren Schitd
berg was on tap for the first thing Mon-
day moming, and by the next day 1 was
able to walk without pain and returned
to action an the lanes the very next day.

Now, 1 don't know whether or nt 1
believe in miracles, but 1 sure belleve In
Dr. Schlldberg.

B The National Senior Bowling Associ-
atlon bas completed ita first year of

and scratch competition for the
older bowlers. Tho latest tile went to
Rieo Odatico, an east-slder who won for
the third time,

Out local guys fared pretty well In this
event at Shorecrest Laoes ax Bl
flaynes of Rochester Hills took second
place, Bab Chuba of Garden City came
In thint, Ed Dudsk of Livonia was fitth,
and Jack Treolar and Fred Vitall of
Farmington took the seveath and 10th

apots.

Vitali was high qualifier, which earns
a free enury for next tournament
which will be held on April 8th at May-
flowst Lanes in Red/o

For more Information, call (810} 626
8586 or (810) 358-3740.
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Doctors say huge numbers of
kids and adults have
Attention Deficit Disorder.

Is it for real?

Ay a mpﬂbm service, the Integrated

- Save 30 to €0%

on your cooling costs
over old units
manufscturers

Visual g Center will t a free
lecture g‘ijvgn by Dr. <simlé:d }?ersoll. Many
students diagnosed as c, hyperactive or
having Attenttion Deficit Disorder actually have

more about this - fascinating subject, call
810-478-7313 for reservations.

Dr. Steven 1ngersoll speaks on
INTEGRATED VISUAL LEARNING
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GOME CELEBRATE OUR 1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY WITH EXCITING
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CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
31555 ELEVEN MILE ROAD
FARMINGTON HILLS, M1 48336-1165
(810) 474-6115
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Fire Reacos Vebicle '

12 Mile Road Laotscape Maintenance
Specifications roa umwmmmmmmmw
rmast be sbeitted 10 sccordance with the bid specifications.
“The City of F:
bids elther Is. ta whola,
‘which it betleves to be (a the-

Morch 11 1998

waive any formalltics aod

mnn:m-mrw
best tatercat of Lhe City.

10 accept or refect any oe all *
o accept Lbe bid

/.

CITY OF FARMINGTON*
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
(Summary)

meeting of Lbs Parmizgten City Coenctl was called Lo order by Mayor
Chambers,

I Cowoeit
lamcs i Pobllc At 4TAVTL Uhe macting waz postad b cor
ABSENT ,
OTHERS PRESENT: City Clerk Cantrall, Gty Al

Goss, Director 1, Assistant to City Mansger
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Mo  Deavions She asd of Pe! 20, 1093
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Coupetl grasted & sign variznce extension ta Kimco Corporation,
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Papp&.my-uumn‘.uwn,lmmu.
prociamation prociaiming May §8, 10 and 39, 1988 as Poppy Days In Perming-

Qty Manager Lanbolf

Cosncil adepted povesty
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mﬂh““hmmm““w
mmrﬂ-mmmmnm-mﬁ
M.mummmmuwdmm
Gontest Dhvidam. . '
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Thare wers 3o public coxzmonts. ' .
Ceamci) sl asoowscsnents ware haard.
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