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Stem gaze: Above, Darlene Sherry has been
coaching Odyssey of the Mind for five years with
her husband Kevin. Below, the Larkshire team,
including Samantha Sherry (left) and Chelsea
Keesling, plays cave people.

Looking ahead: Time-traveling students (left,

On an odyssey

front) Sara Kirstel

Plu:roulv umu
n and Jennifer Musick, and (back left)
Samantha Sherry, Chelsea Keesling, Brendan Sherry and Bryan Theisen take part in an OM project.
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Children put mind over matter

By LArRY O'CONNOR
BTAYy WRITER

dyasey of the Mind pav-

Students tackled the prob-
lem Time Traveler, which
called for them to make up n

ticipants need little skit on time travel with a time

P } guid only hi: o ine had to

their imnginations. move or create a illusion of
Members of Larkshire Ele- movement.

mentary's first-place entry in
the regional competition nt Wa-
terford Mott High Feb. 256 put
their creative mettle on display
at a school assembly Tucsday.

Superintendent Bob Max-
field and Farmington School
Board members Dave York and
Susan Lightner nttended, nlong
with city officiala.

Past and future had to be in-
cluded in the journey. They also
had to let the audience know
when the travelers reached
their destination.

And there had to be a sur-
priso onding. No problem, anid
tho Larkshire crew.

Their skit featured two sci-
entists whose sister waa dying

of cancer. Firat, the time ma-
chine accidentally went into the
past. There, they ran into two
cave women who gave them a
hocus-pocus medicine.

Then they went to the Mayo
Clinic of the future and found a2
specinl drug and brought it
back to the present.

However, the Mayo medicine
didn't work. ‘The cure from the
past did.

“Fhat was the surprise end-

"ing," snid coach Darlene Sher-

ry. whoae two children
Samantha wnd Brendan were
on the team, Sara Kirsten, Jen-

nifer Musick, Chelsea Keesling,
and Bryan Theigen were also on
the first-plnce side.

Darlene Sherry organized the
assembly to get more peaple in-
volved in Odyssey of the Mind.

“I'm an avid believer in the
program,” said Darlene, whose
husband, Kevin, also coaches,

“Kids arc amazingly cre-
ative. They're not stifled by so-
ciety yet. Odyssey of the Mind
allaws them to open up and do
anything they want and use all
the creativity within them-
selves . . . They can do amaz-
ing thinga.”

Family applau is as teen
nets Red Cross’ top honor

By SUE BUCK
STAFY WRITER

Somo 16-20 relatives gathered

sented the award in a televised
spot xﬂ!med' bnfu!rn a lifeguard

at the Farmington Hills Activi-
ties Center March 3 to applaud
Dan Bledace, who earned a cer-
tiflcato of merit from the Ameri-
can Red Croea.

On Aug. 17, 1983, Bledsoo,
Milford resident, then 13, per-
formed o “rench-and-rescue” to
bring his cousin Gregary Lipple,
then 2, to safoty.

" Bledsoo's cortificate beara the
nnme of President Bill Clinton
nnd ropresents the Red Cross’
highest award.

¢ “You have to realize what you
hneed to do shead of time, by tak-
§ng the training that you need,”
paid Blodsae, who attends St.
Mary’s Preparatory Schoal in Or-
chard Lake,

* *You can't think about it. You
just have to do it. You hove to
make aure that you dan't panic
and the person you're holping
‘doosn’t panic. T know that he
‘weas in trouble, and it was auto-
‘matic that 1 knew what 1had to
do to take care of him.”

. Bledsoo took a Red Cross Ad-
‘vanced Beginner aquatic course
‘one year carlier at Camp Santa
:Maria, which taught him the
‘neceanary okills,

Tho American Red Cross pro-

*. Widening of the section of 12
Mile Road betwoen Halsted and
‘Drake roads is about to begin. It
‘will be completed by December,
‘according to Farmington Hills®
Assiatant City Managor Dave
(Call,

:, This i tha third soction of 12
'Mila Road to be widened. Thu
work dune will be consistent
‘with tho conatruction botween
'Drake and Farmington and be-
!tween Halsted and Haggerty.

©"" The now road will conaist of &
ifour-lana boulovard with land-
‘scaping in tho median and an 8-
foot wide safety path along the

Marge and Martin Bledsoe;
Gregory's mother, Cathy Lipple;
and the Rev. and Mra. Colin
HKeyca were 200 fect away, chat-
ting on a late afternoon Aug. 17,
1993, unawaroe of any problems.

Dan was in a 14-foot alu-
minum boat off LaSallo [sland in
the Upper Poninsula when he
spotted his cousin, Gregory.

*You'ro all right. I'm coming.
Just hold on,” Dan's mother,
Margo, heard her son soy.

Nobedy knew he waa on the
dock, Ho was dangling from o
post, up to his waist in aix feet of
water,

Gregory’s yell alertod the
adults, who ran toward the dock.

In the meantime, Dan had al-
rendy pointed tho boat toward
shore and jumped from the boat
to pull Gregory from the water.

“Tho thing is, we don't know
how long he had been there or
how long he was holding on,”
Margo saifd. “IT it wasn't for Dan,
1 don't know what type of ending
this would have had.”

Ho nover lost 1

Terry Scver, Farmington Hills
mayor pro tem, presented a cer-
tificate of apprecintion from
Farmington Hills. Farmington
Hilla Police Chicf William Dwyer
was olso present.

“Thore's so much selfishness
in the world," Sever snid. “1
think that it comes from your
own family background and in-
fluence, that when someone was
in distress, you took the action
without worrying about endan-
gering yourscll.”

Dan's father, Martin, is a
Farmington Hilla police licu-
tenant. Dan slso haa a sister,
Karen, 11

Dan Bledsoo hopes to be ac-
cepted into a military ecademy
and become a pilot for the Air
Force. Ho is a member of the
Civil Air Patrol,

His friends Nick Temples of
Milford and Jason Camoron of
Novi wera there to cheer Dan on.
[ gan't beliove it,” Temples said
of the hoopla.

Gregory haa two brothers, Jefe
fray and Curtis.

Gregory Lipple, o Troy vesi-

but had tho potential for drown-
ing, Margo said.

“Dan was in the right place in
the right time,” she soid.

north sido with pedestrian light-
{ng and park benches.

Tho city has obtained the
funding through foderal and
stals granta for most of the pro-
joct. Tho additional costs aro be-
Ing paid out of the city's rond

funds,

Twelve Mile Road falls under
the jurisdiction of the Onklund
County Road Commission. How-
ever, work on this section was
not included in the county's 10

yu'whn.

{th all of tho business and
residontial dovalopment that has
already taken place in Farming-

dent, little about the
day he was rescued.

Has ho learned to swim?

“] know how to ice skate,”
Gregory, 4, sald.

3rd section of 12 Mile on road to widening

ton Hils, wo do not feel we could
wait any longer to mako thoso
improvoments,” Call said. “Wo
plan to have tho rond open to
traffic throughout the project.”
Construction will begin with
the eastbound lanes, leaving ex-
{ating lanea in place for local
traffic. When castbound lanes
have been built, traffic will be
moved to the now lanes, the old
pavement will be romoved and
tho westbound tanes will be con-
structed. Tho safety path, lnx'ld-
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