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LETIERS

Yas on mlllage
o n March 16, Oakland County

voters will vots 25 a 1-mill in-
crease for Uakland Community
College.

Despite some misgivings about the
ballot's terminology, “and in perpetui-
ty,” and the Board of Trustees' lack of
candor to publicize this fact, as well as
revealing that this millage is in addi-
tion to the original one passed in 1964,
it is all mitigated by the board’s cxem-
plary fiscal and administrative record.

Consequently, OCC deserves our
support. 1 will vote yeson March 16 to
assure continued quality education for
its students.

Albert Rosen, Farmingtoo Hills

Yes for 0CC

£ Thuz:sday, March 16, Oakland

Community College will seek vo-

ter approvalofa one-mill in
crease {or operations — the first time
the college has sought additional fund-
ing from the people of Oakland County
since they voted to establish 0CC 30
years ago.

“The college's vatue to our communi-
tyis reflected inn rematkable record of
growth that has scen OCC become the
largest of Michigan's 29 com munity
colleges.

Opening with an enrotlment of 4,000
students at two sites in the {all of 1965,
OCC now registers 30,000 students at
five campuses during a typical semes-
ter.

There are few families in Oakland
County that have not had at least one
member enrolled at OCC uver the past
30 years.

For more than 300,000 people Oak-
land County Community College bas
mennt a start on the road to personat
and professional success — conven-
ient, affordable access 1o advanced ed-
ucation, realization of personai goals,
ot the scquisition of new and market-
able employment skills.

But the single mill that the college
was autharized to collect in 1964 has
been drastically eroded by the effects of

Fot three decades Oakland Commu- |

nity College has proven itself a major
forve in Oakland County's progress — |
urge you to vote yes for the OCC mil-
lage on March 16 so the college’s vital
work can continue,

Your individual investment will be
small — less than a dollar a week for
the average household — but the re-
turns will be great for this generation,
and for generations to come. ’

y Saronen, president,
Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of C

munity College but also that the most
caring and outstanding teaching they
experienced was at 0CC.

You are correct, howaver, in noting
you “have never examined (0CC's)
practices to see if thoy are sonsible.”
All of the cotlege's practices are mat-
ters of public record, available by call-
ing the Chancellor's Offico at (180)
540-1500.

If you had done 0, you would have
learned of the practices that have en-
abled OCC to be ranked among the top

ity coll in the nation.

pon'trap CCC

onsense, John E. Mayer of West
Bloomfield.
Your letter ta the editor pub-
lished March 9 is an insult to Oakland
Ci ity College’s distinguished

di faculty, staff,
board of trustees — and is sheer non-

sense.

Whalsh College, our outstanding part-
net in education in Qakland County,
thrives because we prepare students to
complete their degrees there, since itia
a "senior” college (only offering the
last two years of n four-year degree).

Walsh College's own data indicates
its primary source of students is Onk-
tand Community Coltege and that they
are also among Walsh’s most outstand-
ing graduates.

Furthermore, a8 a “private and grow-
ing rapidly without government/citi-
zens’ funda” institution, Walsh has
grown so rapidly becausa it is & premicr
institution which relies on its partner-
ship with community colleges to make
costs attainable for students to be able
to earn a four-year degree (one year at
Walsh — $4,834; one year at 0CC —
$1,531).

Your comment that “Oakland Com-
munity College delivers a poor prod-
wct™ is also an insult to our student
body and distinguished graduates and
faculty.

As a member of the counseling facul-
ty for 28 years, I have nsaisted thou-
sands of students.

They include graduates of every col-
tege, uni ity an fessional school

inflation and tax limitation legisl
The college is now able to assess
only 85 percent of its original mill;
warse yet. the purchasing power ofa -
1994 mill is less than one fourth of

what it was in 1964,

in Michigan as well as Harvard, Bos-
ton University, the University of Tezas
and UCLA.

Many tell me that they not only
started their futures at Oakland Com-

Please do exerciso your democratic
¥ight to vole on March 16, but do not
inault hundreds of thousands of other
taxpaying citizens whose lives wero im-
proved through hard effort at a distin-
guished community college.

Beo assured that regardless of how
the citizens of Oakland County decide
to vote, we will continue to do our best
Lo serve their necds for the same reason
we have for 30 years — for the sheer joy
of making a difference in prople’s lives.

Lawrenco J. Gage, professor
Counsellng Department
Orchard Ridge Campus, 0CC

T .

She's voting no
here is a apecial election on
Thursday, March 16, to deter-
mine if votera of all Oakland
County school districts will approve
the levy of an additional 1 mill for op-
eration of Onkland Community Col-
lege.

In trying to determine how to vate, 1
found the following. My commentas aro
in parentheses.

1. The election Ia scheduled fora
Thursday in the middle of March in-
stead of the regular Monday election in
June 50 voters can concentrate exclu-
sively on OCC's merita. (West Bloom-
ficld Schoals also scheduled a millage
election the same Thursday.)

2, The additional mill request is
more than twice the amount of tho
present levy of 85 mill.

3. One mill will raise $29.9 million, a
40-percent increase over the current
$73.6 million budget. (Who else re-
ceives nuch an increase? OCC says it's
30 percent).

4. The millage, if approved, will be
on the books forever; OCC says it will
save the costs of future clections. (This

special clection costs extra monsy.)

5. In an olection pemphlet, the in-
creased cost to homeowners is based on
tho .85 mil! {not on the 1 mill, anun-
derstated cost of 15 percent.)

6. OCC says 1 mill will equal $26
million in tho future. (It will be at least
$29 million plus inflation plus value of
new construction.)

7. The board lovied .7 mili for debt
service in *79 plus 1 mill, 20 OCC says
taxpayers will pay aimost what thoy
have in the past. (That is true for '79,
*80; it was 1.5 for scven years; all othera
are Jower; the last four years range from
1.07 mills down to .85 mill.)

9. Large ongoing sums are raised for
ono-time cxpenses.

10. The county's population and eco-

d to

for an ndditlonal t-mill tax.

Part of AAUW's misalon statoment
promotes education for women and
zolf-dovelopment over the life span.
Oakland Community Collego is & place
to continue self-development, retraln
for now job opportunities, snd provide
our children and grandchildren a qual-
ity first two yoars of college experience.

'Wo aro fortunate to have such a fine
community college in our county wi
five beautiful campuses sorving 30,000
studonts.

As the atate funding has eroded, the
shortfall has been replaced by higher
tuition for the students and cutbacks
in many needed programs.

‘The new millage will !;o used !:or new
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nomic devel: are n-
crease. (The tax base will expand, giv-
ing OCC more dollars.)

11.'The number and cost of new full-
time, part-time porsonnel is not yet
avallable, (Personnel is 80 percent of
most achoal budgeta.)

12. Interest on the Endowment Fund
is fower than planned so OCC needs
opetating dollars to pay off ‘01, 93
bonds. {Did voters not auffer loas inter-
est income?)

13. The pamphlet says “inflation has
s0 eroded OCC's tax base that it now
provides lesa than a quarter of what it
did 30 yoars sgo” and “today’s mill Is
worth less than ono quarter of what it
was 30 years ago.” (Inflation increases
rather than decreases tax base. One
mill gonerated $2,298,000 in '64; .B5
mill gonerated $25,401,028 in '94, an
increase in worth of 1005 percent with
a lower millago rate.)

OCC is a definite assct to our county,
has an excellent reputation, and job
training is essential. There is little
doubt that some more money is needed
to meet future programs, maintain the
scven buildings and try to keep tuition
down. The board debated whether to
ask for a half-mill or a whole mill. 1
believe this request is excessive and
should bo reduced. My vote is “No.”

Dorothy 8. Efcker,
Bloomfield Townshlp

Supports request
he Board of Dircctors of the Bir-
mingham Branch of the Ameri-
can Association of University
Women (AAUW}) is supporting the re-
quest of Oakland Community College

and other programs, long-overdus
matntenance of the facilitios, scholar-
ship funds, affordable tuition and fees
for the students, and other needs of the
college. .
Wo recommend a “Yor™ vote on
March 16 to nssuro the future of Onk-

vetussreesvens

1and Community College. .
Margaret Bolf, :

Mary Lou Marsh
{dents, Birmingh e

AAUW: |

What gives? -
n Sunday moming, March 5, we
lost all power at our home.
Since this happened toonly a
fow neighborhoods, why did it take 12
hours to fix? No heat, lights, answering
servico, or refrigeration, no nothing. It
makes for miscrable conditions.
1 thought Edison would send out
‘their topalr crew at midnight, like it
did Jast time, so thoy could carn triple-
overtimo wages.
We pay our bills, and on timé. What

gives hero?
Leon 1. Scholchit, Farmington Hilla

e ad
Oplinions are ta ba shared: We wel-
come your ideas, as do your nelghbors.
That's why we offer this space on 8
weekly basis for opintons in your own '
words. We will help by editing forclanty.
To assure authenticity, we ask thatyou |
sign your latter and provide 8 contact
telephone number.

Letters should be mailed to: Editor,
The Farmington Observer, 33411 Grand

River Ave., Farmington 48335.
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