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already we've got
the kind of
crowd-pleasing
blockbuster that

-— o

A lethal virus bas surfaced in
Zaire, wiping out an entire village.
The chances of spreading outaide
the jungle are thin (the closest
village is 30 miles sway), yet the
bug travels to America through a
smuggied monkey host.

In a frightening chain of
events, people on both cosats
start dropping like (ies. First
they develop flu-like symptoms,

and bleeding eyes

than any gross-out

ofle

“It's u billionth of our site and
yet IU's beating us. You can’t help
but respect it," a scientist says.

One clever sceno occurs in a
movie theater where a2 man
coughs and in slow motion wo see
the tiny white microbes float
through the sir. When one dot ea-
ters the mouth of a laughing
woman we know her northeen Cal-
ifornia town is doomed.

1t takes Hoffman and company
awhile longer to realize that the
virus is airborme. The camera
xtarts in a room where an unex-
posed man has developed symp-
toms, then whooshes through hos-
pital alr vents to & room full of
virus victims.

Petersen  and  screenwriters
Laurence Dworet and Robert Roy
Poocl take the hum drum routine
of lab h out into the

then open sqres
and ears. They die within a mat-
ter of hours, their internal organs
turning to liquid.

©  Ten years ago, we wouldn't
have been spared the sight of a
gooey pancreas, but director Wolf-
gang Petersen shows a lot of re-
straint. He knows that in the
wske of AIDS, the mere thought
of a virus this lethsl is more

A sampling of what's playing at

field. With Iholicopur chases and
political cover-upa, expect more
Indiana Jones than Madame Cu-

rie.

Hoffman isn't your first choice
when thinking of heroic action
bero, yet he plays the part with
complete conviction. It's not every
day that you see him jumping
from a heli onto a freigh

Even the romance subplot
doesn’t got in the way. The re-
cently divorced scientist wanta to
patch things up with his ex-wifo
{Rene Russo), his counterpart in
the Center for Discase Control.
Thelr love-hate relationship ia be-
liovable even when other parts in
tho movie aren’t.

Sometimes you get the feeling
that, for the aake of another heli-
copter chase, key scenes wers left
on the cutting room (loor. An in-
fected motber Is separated from
her famlly, her blood sample tak-
en and numbered. Just when you
¢think she will play a part in the
cure, she disappears.

Morgan Freeman and Donald
Sutherland play military big wigs
trying to cover the whole thing up.
The virus has shown up before,
and instead of surrendering their
wost powerful biclogical weapon
they'd rather destroy an entire
town

Director  Petersen  fine-tuned
his suspense techniques in the
German “Das Boot.” With movies
like “In the Line of Fire™ and now
“Qutbreak,” he stands as Holly-
wood's moat intelligent creatar of
big-budget action movies.

To leave o message for John
f han, dial 953-2047, mail-

PETER BOREL

Thitler: Kevin Spacey as Major Casey Schuler (clockwise from left), Colonel Sam

Daniels,
Salt (Cuba Gooding, Jr.) in

box number 1866, on a touch-tane
phone, fox him a note at §91-7279,
or write him in core of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcroft, Livonia
48150.

1ia-1995). A young woman geta re-
alemative movie theaters across venge on those who tet! her shell
metro Detroit 8s reviewed by always be & bridesmaid, nevera
John Monaghan. bride. Opena Friday.
R DETROIT FILM THIATRE
Drtroit Institute of Arta, 5200 a THEATRE
Woedward, Detroit- Call (313) 4135 W. Maple, Bloomfield. All
833-2323 for information. ($5; $4 titles play through at least Thurs-
studerts} day, unless noted otherwise. Call
“Pather Panchali” (Indis- (810} B55-9090 for information.
1954). 7, 9:30 p.m. March 17-18; 4, ($5.75; $3.75 students and mati-
7 pm. March 19. Satysjit Ray’s nee: $2.95 twilight)
chronicle of a poor Indian family “Miami Rhapsody™ (USA-
and the maturing of young son 1995). Woody Allen didn't direct
Apumlcllwadbymuqud‘ it, but you'd never know from this
(collectively known as “The Apu romantic comedy about a young
Trilogy™). This is not only s joy- woman forced to confront the true
cusly self-cantained experience, meaning of commitment when her
but also one of the best films ever boy(ricad pops the question. Sar-
mede. - sh Jessica Parker, Mia Farrow,
“The Lest Klexmer” (USA- and Antonio Banderas star.
1954). 7 p.m. March, 20. Of the Muasax Fitsss "Be!omth;xg:ln}' (Mnce!;i:’nlm
5,000 or 80 kiezmer m P : ’ 1994). A candidate for the Best
petforming in Europe before the (Eomedr Viadimir Cruz xgxn in Tomas Alea’s Foreign Film Oscar this year, a
Kotlowakils | “Strawberry & Chocolate,” a new comedy from Cuba fove atory told in three parts — an
o0e of the few surviving. Thedoc- | now playing at the Maple Theatre. imposaible love, a personal dilem-
the h ma, and homecoming — linkad by
snd melodies that maks this mu- ish, the jokes typicall dents and matinee; $3 h and events that alter-
sic 8o unique. As an added fes- crude, but the movie sheds light | twilight) nate between moder London and
ture, director Yale Strom will in- on an occupation whers the ouly *The Madness of King George” | the hills of Macedonia.
troduce the film. way to vent frustration is to “rip (Britain-1994). A tragi-comedy “Strawberry and Chocolate™
into the occasional customer.” based on Alan Bennett's play (Cuba-1994). An odd relstionship
5 KINOTEXK, WINDSOR FILES (£ )] about the life of King George 111, forms between two very different
TIEATRE “Dead Can Dance: Toward the | whose {zpees in sanlty mado him men — one s middle-aged gay
2135 Wyandotte St West, Wind- | Within” (USA-1994), 8 p.m. ill-equipped to deal with his evil counterrevolutionary, the other s
sor. Call (619) 971-5160 for infor- through March 17, Celtic folk and | son. Nigel Hawthorne and Helen straight young columnist — fuels
mation. ($4) Middle Eastern percussion blend | Mirren star. this new comedy from Cuba.
*“The Phantom of in the music of Dead Can Dencs, “Shallow Grave™ (USA-1995).
(France-1974). 9 p.oo. March 20- shown here in a live performance | A black comedy sbout three 0 MICHIQAN THEATRE
21. In & companion piece to otber | in Sants Monica. ($5) friends who discover the body of 503 Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call
surrealist vetersn “Hesvenly Creatures” (New their fourth roominate and agree (313) 995-5356 for information.
director Luis Bugue cancocts & Zealand-1954). 7:30 p.m. March to disposs of it and keep themon- | ($5 single ticket; $8 evening: $25
series of ansrchic caten- | 19, Based on a notoricus murder | ey thoy find in his room. Kerry weeekend)
addressing man’s parsdazi- | case, this bresthtaking thriller Pox (“Anget st My Tablo™) and “33rd Annual Ann Arbor Film
cal quest from New Zealand plota Christopber Eccleston star. Festival.” Through March 19 (call
1 WADIC BAS TIIEATRE when two school girl's “Paster, Pussycat! Killt Kitit” for showtimes). The annual col-
18 Woodward, Ferndale. Call closs friendship tums to murder. (USA-1965). Diroctor Russ lection of 16mm independent and
(810) 544-3030 for (34) Meyer's fazcinstion for strong, experimental films from around
* (USA-1994). 8 p.on. - THIA chesty SUperwomen was never the world. Among the jurors |a Jay
March 21. Kevin Smith’s hilari- 118 N. Main Streot at 11 Mile, more scuts thao in this under- Rosenblatt, whose *“The Smell of
ous of life Films play through at | ground cult classie, rereleased to | Buming Ants” was awarded the
counter st 8 New Jersey conven- ,unless noted oth- | much greateracclaim than when it | Best of Peatival priza fast year.
fence clore was for caly erwise. Call (810) 5420180 for kn- | originally came out. Winners scroen Sunday at 6,7, 9
Ingls 4 f jon and showtl ; “Muriel’'s Wedding”™ (Austra- pan.

Dzddys: The
cast of “Bye
Bye, Love,”
.| includes

:} Matthew
. Modine

.| (front, left),

Paul Reiscr
and Randy
Quaid.

friendshlp with & young gorilla
who wmn::lm through algn

wﬁlldlhnlu on a funny

adventure to
help a uniqus animal retum to
ths wild.

M.D. (Dustin Hoffman), Dr. Roberta Keough (Rene Russo) and Major Walter
Warner Bros.’ medical thriller, b

"Qutbreak.”
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