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h-y its owner to atop by “for m nip”
will l1kely call in their markers.

That's fitting on March 17
since Cowleys’ Village Inn is an
archlve of an Irish-American od-
yasey.

Lots of Irish flavor

Amid the liquor bottles end
beer taps, an Irish tri-color and
0ld Glory aro displaysd proml-

8id Abel and Ted Lindsay.

The curator of this tribute is
expected toboa
mental sort. But gruffness is part
of the publican’s cherm.

He recites his background mat.
tar-of-factly. Achlovemonts speak
for themsclves, having been born

* {n an Ireland “under British rule”
in1921.

John Cowley played Gaellc
football, an Irish varatlon of
socoer and rughy. He wistfully ro-
calla performing beforo crowds of
60,000 at Croke Park in Dublin.

His gait still resombles that of
an athlete. A slight hitch reveals
one of eevernl knoo injusies, which

rtailed his fervent pursuit of

e

¢ aport.

“Gaolic football was all I had,”
bo sald.

Then ho met Maris O'Rourke.

Married in Ireland

She was bom in Flint but
moved with her family to Ireland.
She caught his eye while ho was
en routo to a Gaslic match.

o] sgid, ‘Who is that gird?™

raisod threo sons, Greg, Michael
and Pat. John Cowley worked In s
_paint factory and set marble to

toary-oyed, sentl- :

Tavem bealn trust: John Cowley (right) is behind his bar with wife Marie and son Patrick, who now runs the popular

establishment. ~

support his growing family.

He holda the distinction of hav-
ing helped sct the 7-ton marble
altar st Our Lady of Borrows
Church in Farmington.

“That is solid,” sald John,
knocking on top of the bar table
for verification.

Growing weary of heavy labor,
John Cowley looked to open a
business, preferably & bar.

Ho lcoked into buying the Last
Chaneco on Eight Mile and Wood-
ward, but that fell through. He
was going to buy & bar in Fenton,
but ho said Mario dida’t want to

The inn became Cowleys’ in 1972,
In the ensuing years, Conleys’
bodicd the of a

occanionally to play a few hands.
“Thet Sid Abell” eaid Cowley

nelghborhood haunt. His servics
behind the bar helped mske it
that way, dlspensing views and
pulling the tap with oqual zeal.
Ho hasn't been shy to throw an
occasional dart at the city —
though [t hasa't stopped council
membem from stopping for a
post-meeting pop on Mondays.
“Parmington is still Farming-
ton,” he said. “It is a great town.
Thers's no parking. That's my
beef.” Cowley recalls with fond-
ness those who mads tho place a
regular stop, Thay're still there.
‘They Inldudc downtawn b:ul-

move out that far.
“The bar was full’

Then John Cowley & d
upon s drinking spot In Farming-

ton.

“Wo came out on a Saturdsy [n
May snd sat there on two stools,”
he satd. “Tho bar was full.”

He dldn’t have the full amount
for the asking price. His brother-
in.law jolnad him as a partner.

ness o
a window table at lunch to the
throngs of revelers who turn out
on Friday and Saturday nights to
hear the Celtic music stylings of
Blackthorn and Pat’s People.

In the sleepy afternoan, eu
gamea breakout froquently. NHL
Hall-of-famer 8id Abel stops in

Arbitration

Hills cops battle salary issues

through June 30 of this year.
The r-mxﬂnhu city employses

and for the most

are
pun.vorkw‘llhmnmlu!uynd )

BY BILL COUTANT members of tho American Fedara-
STAF? WHITER tlon of Stats, County and Munici-
Negotiations between Farming- pal pl which includ
ton Hills and two of its employse  clerical and civiiian police and
Ining units are ing a fire dopartment empl benefit
APSCME membera accepted a

pew phase.

Although the city baa settled
salary fasues with four of iz bar.
gaining units — the Police Offi-
cers  Association of Michigah,
which represents about 63 uni.
formed officers, and the Com-
mand Officers Association of
Mich!gan, which represents about
23 who are lisutenants or
sergeants — are going to arbitra.
reopener for the

ery cald becauna the city
was ugsure of the effacts of pro-
tax wrought

galning uxits in contract negotia-
tions.

The city bas about 320 full
time employces. About 100 ere

Grant will

A $10,000 Michipn

& percsnt wage increase for 1993, 0
38 percent increase for 1994 andad
peroent Incroase for 1095.

About 40 supervisors who are
part of the Teamster's acoepted m
3 percent Increase for 1994 but
haven't settlod on & figure for
1995, he said. About 16 dispatch.
ers, who are members of the
POAM, settlod for a 3 percent
ralso In 1084, 4 percent In 1995
and another 4 percent raise In
1998, That unlon is not on the
aame three-ysar phase as
ASFCME, tha other POAM unit,
to COAM unit or the Teamsters.

Tho city's 17 fulltime fire
fighters arc in the last year of
thelr three-year contract, They
had already egrsed to a 4 percent
pay Increass for 1994, ‘Whinnery

sl
“That had been {ated long

packeges.

Doug Anderson, president of
the Hills COAM unit that repre-
senta police cergeants and lieu-
tenants, said arbitration dates
hm{n not aven been set for bis
unit.

Whinnery sald negotiations
have historically been “smooth”
between the city and its bargain.
ing units. The arbiteation boar-
tngs for the two police unlons
would be separate and came a2 &
result of o failure to reach an
agreement through mediation.

“There's overy Incentive to
make the last offer your best one
during  arbitration,” Whinnery
said, adding that unlike other ss-
pecta of a contract, the arbitrator
rocommends either tho figure pro-

posed by the union or by the city,
pot & comprom!
i public eafety offi-

before the tax propossls had be-
como an issue,” he sald.
The firefighters contract runa

cers recently settied with Farm-
Ington after arbitration proceed-
ings had begun.

save historic stable

will st Hllg
it p
:::.m.plnn"hbhmq,uld
state Rap. Jan Dolan, R-Farming-
ton Hills.
ﬁud:yphxumwdu grant
to stabilite and preserve & 1918

commend city officlals for having
. lve to pursue
from ’!h. Michipan Equity Pro-

ment and continue to creats eco-
nomlc opportunity.”

thoss, 76 projocts were awarded
on & ‘eomp:lﬂtlw b!!-ll in com-

munity revitalization. The Michi-
Counci] for Arta and Cultural

pop loss
then 125,000,

Farmington Hills competed for
the grants sgainst municipalities
with populations between 40,000
and 125,000,

“1 look forward to posing this
project s It progresses. The Im-
provements will definltoly wid to
the historio attzactions which -
ready axist at Heritage Park,” Do-
lan coneluded.

peatedly to a visitor, polnting to
the autograph photo behind the
bar. His raspy Irish volco makes
Abel's namo sound more like the
brand of a belt-sander.

There are limits

He's a friend to the Farmington
police, too, but even that has itas
{imita.

A polico officer onocs ticketod a
customer for blocking the alley,
Cowloy sald. Ho argued on beball
of the offender, pointing out the
officers had askod him to recently
sponsor their so! toam.

] don't drink and I don’t play
softball,” the officer replied,

Cowley threw up his hands and
muttered the Lord’s name,

“And I'm not Jesus Christ,” the
officer sald while writing the tick-

Cowley credita longtime. om-
ployees liko Ellie O'Connor, “who

BiARON LEMIRUX/STATY PHOTOGRAPHER

came with the place,” and his
sons who bave all worked there.

The pillar smaintaining the
business' succees has been his
wife of 43 yeara. Marie Cowloy has
kept the books and amoothed over
the rough spots her husband may
have created.

“She never takes a drink,” he
said, “If it weren't for Mario . . .
ahe made the Cowley family.”

To that end, he has some ad-
vico for his youngest son. Ono is
not to drink with the customers.
Another is to be honest and
friendly with patrons.

John Cowloy sald he’s done
more of the former than the latter.

“When 1 get mad, I tell them to
get Jost and 1 shouldn't have,” he
said. “The customer is always
right”

When asked why it was time to
pass on the business, John Cow-
ley doesn't let sentimentality
speak louder than common sense.

Said Cowley, “What the hell. 1
can't atay hore forever.”

Arena i §

‘going up

right on
schedule

‘Tho steol skeleton is up for the
now ice srena being built at Foun-
ders Sports Park in scuthern

ant City Mansger David Call.
“Site preparation is complete.
Underground utilities and water

. Everyth! .
factorily completed and wo're on

schodule,” Call sald.

The ice srena, which 13 sched-
uled to open Sept. 1, will consist
of two lco surfaces, & concession
stand, and a pro shop. Space is
also being planned for a restau-
rant which may bo developed lat-

er.
The 70,000 squaro foot facility

will accommodaté dry floor astivi-
Uell when the lce surface Semand
is

ow.
Once the building shell is in
place, the construction of the ex-
terior block walls will begin. Work
on the interior of the facility will
follow.

Later this summer work will be
done on parking lots and road-
ways leading to the facility locat-
od on the north sids of Eight Mile
Road between Farmington and
Halstod. A traffic signal will bo
instailed at the maln entrance in
the spring.

“We are very excited about the
recreational eopportunities this
will open up for Parmington Hills
residents,” said ico arcna mana-
ger Jerry Nelson.

Tho sele of bonda to construct
ths {ce arena was app:
voters in August 1994. Since that
time, & building committee
been working with staff to m‘?ﬁe

id-

work with Nelson to establish the

_policies and procedures for opera-

tlon of the jce arenn.
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Here Are A Few Good Reasons To
LIST WITH CHAMBERLAIN!

CaLL THE CHAMBERLAIN OFFICE NEAREST You!
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