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MiChﬂlSki from page 1C

the third period and held the
lead. Michalski had to try &
desperation mave as the match
neared its end, and Nadolsky
added two more paints with &
near-fall.

“Qur styles are real close, and
the scorc showed it,” Michalski
sal

0s

“He's a little shorier than me
and has a real stocky build. It's
hard to move guys arcund like
that. Once we locked vp, we
couldn't doalot.

“You have to be able to weea-
le e of various styles and
be able to adjust. They're not all

golng to be tall and lanky or
short and atocky. That's somo-
thing for ma to wark on in the off

soason.

Michalski defeated Steve
Simon of Birmingham Groves 7-
0 and Ryan Elliston of Charlotte
9.1 in his first two bouta Friday.

He advanced to the final with
a 4-2 win over Jared Martin of
Muskegon Reeths-Puffer early
Saturday.

“That made me fecl confi-
dent,” said Michalski about the
margins of victory Friday. “You
have to make sure you have

load in case you got caught. A
lead can get small real fast.”

Michalaki might mave up to
106 or 112 pounds next seasun,
but one thing is for aurc: at
whatover weight bhe wrestles,
he'll be polnting for a different
endling in 1996,

“I¢'ll be ancther long season,”
he said. “There'll be 45 matches
before the state tournament, and
'l concentrato on each one.

“1t's disappointing (this year),
but everyone keeps reminding
me of everything I did and I'll be
satisfied with it in o few days™

BY DAN O'MEARA
HTATY WRITES

By late Saturday night, Redford
Catholic Central junior Jobn
Spolsky was looking ahesd to
next wrestling season.

Spolsky was thinking about
winning a state title after finish.
ing second In the heavyweight di-

'CC’s Spolsky state
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didn't wrestle as well as 1 usually
do, but I guess that happens.”
Renes triod rspestedly to throw

runner-up -

sald. “Overall, I guess it was o
podyuu.[tmtbyfui.butlt
was fun. .

I wanted {:al v:ln It fo; Coach
Rod and ly — and mysel
— but Mmy y for tho people -:us,

have helped ma.” \
e e Bill Lamb (112)

Spolaky off balanco snd
for a_taked but
Spol;ky_. kopt bis footing and

vision of the Clras A
carlier thet same oven!ng.

“My thoughts are on next
year,” he sald. *You bave Lo move
on. I'm lucky to have another

ar.”

Spolaky came close to reaching
his goal this year, loalng & 4-3 de-
cision to Holland West Ottawa’s
s:b Renes in the championship
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Now imxging hining the best of all this wrepped in the comfort of southern hospitalits. That's whot
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. inchoding nuany from Michigan

Spolsky eaid. I know what it's
like now. I won't be so naive an
ung next time.
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“I'm happy that 1 got second,
but I'z not content; I'm not fla-
ished.”

Spoloky is small by beavy-
welght standards at 5-foot-10%
and 223 pounds, but he was cer-
tainly a match for Renes, a senior
who will play football at the Uni-
verity of Michigun.

The 6-2, 276-pound Renes en-
joyed a size advantage but
couldn’t overpower Spolaky. But
he did make it difficult for Spol-
sky to wrestlo effoctively.

“They're all so much taller and
bigger than me — at least 50
pounds,” Spolaky said.

“They come into me and try to
muscle mo, and I can use their
momentum to snep them down
and apln around them. But he
controlled me pretty well.

“I'm disappointed 1 lost. 1

BY DAN O’'MEARA
BTATY WRITER

1t wasn't the way Craig Martin
would have preferred to win an-
other state championship,

But the bottom line was he did,
and that was all that really
mattered late Saturday in the fi-
nals of the Class A wrestling tour-
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Sponsored By

" @bserver & Eccentic

nament.

The Livonia Stevenson senior
defeated Brighton's Scott Nlles 4-
3 with the help of a stalling point
in overtimo to capture the 216-
pound title.

“I would have liked to win with
a takedown or somethlng clse,”
Martin sald. “But he dida't do
anything the whole match; he
never shot (o on me, 30 I guess it
came back to haunt him.”

The way Martin’s high school
career endod was jronic kince he is
one of the most accomplished
wrestlers in Observerland end
state history.

Thus, the finale will ba remem-
bered for its significance as well
as its uni 2

“It was a learning exporience,” ¥e

Spolaky even held a 2-0lead af-
ter two periods. Renea got an es-
cape and a stalling point to tle
and a takedown In the last balf
minute to win.

“1 tricd for a single leg and
didn't circle around blm enough,
and he caught me,” Spolaky said,

adding it was only the second {

takedown scored agalnst him this
ar.
“Ho kept coming Into me,

4 which I can handle and kinda yo

wanted him to do. But ho kept
getting his arms under mine and
kept me from gotting under bim.

“He did a good job. I wrestiod
his match instead of mine.”

Spolaky won his first match 8-1
and odged Dearbomn Fordson's
Joo Chimento 3.2 in the next
round. He defestsd Eugeno Calls-
way of state team champion Flint
Northern 4-2 in the semifinals,

“T was prepared to work bard
and get tired,” said Spolaky, add-
ing he beat Callaway in overtime
earlier in the year, “ Rod
(Mike Rodriguer) says that's a
problom with a lot of wrestlers;
they're not ready to get tired.”

Spolsky, who was eighth lsst
year, finlshed the season with &
50-1 record.

“l can handla losing — it
builds character, It's just too bad
it had to happen in the finals," he

-] WRESTLING

CC sop
finished fifth, senior Andy Short
{215) and sophomore Dazlo Iannt
(108) _seven sophomore
Davo O'Hara (100) eighth. :

“] would have liked to placa
higher, but I'm pretty happy with
poven! use 1 came a long
ways since last yoar,” Short (41.
10) said, adding he didn't survivg
the district tournament as & jun:

or.

“] was a weaker wrestler and
didn't always beliove In mysell
when | walked on the mat. Thiy
ar Cosch Rod taught tme how to
belleve in myself.” H

Short, who will attend the US;
Military Academy at West Poln}
and play foothall for the ha{
Knights, started the tournamen
by pinning Flint Northern's
Courtney String s sccond time. |-

He lost to Bela Bruckner of
Niles in the second round, split
his next two bouta and defeated
Fordson’s Essa Hisham 11-6 tb
ecam seventh place. ’

“ was a little nervous (sbout
faclng String again), but my
cosches talked mo out of that”
Short said. “1 got rid of that
Thursday night and went out
thero and wrestlod the way I had
most of the season.

“] wanted to end my wrestling
career on a win, end that was
protty much my goal.”

Lamb finlshed 42-6, lanni 37-
10 and O'Hara 4112,

Martin earns 2nd Class A title

know tho other's atyle and ability.
“Most of thess peoplo 1 had
lod,” Mastin ~sald.

it wan Martin’s B3th consecu-
tive victory, capping a two-year
unbeaten atreak, and gave him
his second straight Class A title.
Ho was the 189 champion last

year, .

“When I first started wrestling,
it was kind of a far-fetched
dream,” Martin said. “I had some
great coaches and [t just worked

Martin  breezed through hila
first two bouta Friday with plea.

In the semifinal match Satur-
dsy merning, Martin routed Bela
Bruckner of Niles, 11-2.

The final bout didn't go as easi-
ly as the others, because Mastin
and Niles were famliliar oppo-
nents.

Martin (47-0) had beaten Niles
twice previously, and that made
both wrestlers — but especially
Niles — very cautious since they

never
“Most of the time it helps you,
because thoy don't know how you

wrestle.
“I had wreatled Nilea s lot, s6 it
weo like ptld.l‘dn; with somé-

body you know. -

Leading 3-2 after two periods,
Martin rode his opponent for,
most of the final two minutes.
But Niles managed to get an es-
cape with two zeconds lelt and tie
tho score.,

“I knew it was going to go to
OT, so I tried not to freezs up or
became a head case,” Martin sald.
“I looked st it as another third
period.”

In the overtime, Martin trled to
grab a leg, but Niles spun around
and almost had a takedown; how-
ever, the referce ruled they were
out of bounda,

With nearly a minute gone in
the cxtra period, the bout came to
a sudden balt when the referce
awarded Martin a stalling point.

No. 1 Cards dump Shamrocks

By 8TEVE KOWALSKI
BYArF Wamzx -

Michael Jordan's retum to bas-
ketball hss been rumored all
week, but Detroit Cooley wasn't
expecting to see him in Redford
Catholic Central's
Wedneadsy night.

Just as Cooley started pulling
away from CC in a Class A boys

onal semifinal at Southfeld

linoup

nouncer s
Ben Kelso and his players.

“1 sald Michael who?' " Coolay
senior guard Brian Ponder sald.

The 6-foot-4 Junior forward who
goes by the same name rs the for-
mer Chicago Bulls star took off
his warmups and gave the Sham-
rocks a Jift with 10 fourth-quarter
points.

But no one could slow down the
No. 1-ranked Cardinals, who
made an Incredible 16 of 19 fleld
goals and 11 of 12 free throws in
the second half to coast to 8 70-55

game, because the CC defense

Oakland CC

The Osakiand Community Col-
‘s basketbell eeason end-

- 1089 pw.

I3

OCC finlshed 12-18 cverall and
‘tied with Macomb for second

mammuwm.vnmcw
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focused on Cooley’s senior guard
Dawon Hale, who had eight three.
pointers in a district final win
over Murray-Wright.

Hale finished with two triples
and a gama-high 26 points. Senior
forward Tramaile Builock bad 18,
and Ponder scored nine of his 11
In tha second half.

i gy e
wan wero pretty patient,
Kelso sald. “We wore ahead, and
d\;y‘ hlfl la'l,u::‘k:a ball back,”

for  Joi "s appearance,
Kelso laughed and said, “That
scarcd the heck out of me.”

‘With 6-7 junlor center Sylvester
Datson on the bonch with three

take & 48-33 lead Into m‘rmnh

quarter.

Jordan had four fleld goals and
two free throws, took an offensive
charge and blocked a shot In the
fourth quarter, but the best the
Shamrocks could do was trade

basketa with Cooley. .

The Shamrocks finfshed 12-10
overall, and their only aignificant
1oss to graduation will be senior
forward Mike Ridley. Cooley lim-
ited Ridley to 10 points on 3-ol-15
shooting.

Junlor point guard Chris Mi-
slak had another strong game.
leading the Shamrocks with 16
polnts,

Sophomors guard Mark
McDonald, who msde his onl
three-point basket to pull Cl
withln 30-28 midway through the
third quarter, finished with 11,

The Shamrocks mede 11 triples

venson Fridsy but were only 3-of-
17 from throe-point range agalnst

Cooley.
ARer falling behind 11-2 o
islak scorsd

start the 9, 800!
eight points [n the second quasster
to help the stay closo
at halftime, 27-19.

Mislak stayed In the gamo after
picking up his third foul with 6:50
mmaining in the third quarter.

cagers conclude season

Micheeux was the top reboun..
der in the confersnoe and the

point to leed Lbe confersnce.
Mi Simmo!
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