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Battle rages over no-fault divorce

BY TiM RICHARD
HYArY WRITER

Gall Ritchey, a Milford mother,
told atate lawmskers openly: “l
did ot want this divoree. The law
needs to be more supportive of
marriage.”

She was among 11 men and
women supporting & bill to make
it tougher for marrled couples
with minor children to divo
ARe B S and obtalned a di-

The MFF.-Dalman romedy:
House Bill 4432, requiring one
party to allego the other commit.
tod adultery or engaged in “dovi-
ate sezual [ntercourse,” was phys-
ically incompetent at the time of
marriage, has boen sentonced to
prison (or threo years or more, de-
serted far two years or more, “ha-
bitually uses and sbuses alcohol
ot a controlled substance™ or

i

r her
vorce, her son killed ber ex-hus-
d.

ban

Countered Nancy Jean Bliss,
representing Michigan's NOW
(National Organization for Wom-
en); “The state cunnot forco peo-
pleto stay in love.

“This bill will have unintended
consequences — more tazes for
our overburdened court system: a
burden on the poor and middle
class; mare money for lawyers and
less for living expenses,” d
Bllss, one of seven opposed
tightening Michigan's no-fault di-
vorce law,

Eighteen people apake Manday
(March 13) beforo a state Houso
Judlciary subcommittee in the
Farmington Hills City Hall on
bill by Rep. Jeasie Dalman, R.
Holland. Her bill would require
couples with minor children to go
through the pre-1972 “fault” di.
vorce system.

Of seven opposed to Dalman’s

axtremo cruelty,

“Fault-based divorce has prob-
loms — wo admit that,” said Wil-
lats. ‘If anyono has a better idea,
we'ra all cars.”

Other ideas

Many — both nupporters and
opponenta of the Dalman bill —
did have other ideas: a scparats
Family Court, mn!nd.ll.nd lm'uuc;

't (divorce) can’t bo
cailed easy by any
stretch of the Imagl-
nation. 1t's the worst
nightmare anyone
could go through.’

Wilma _'Fe'llmz‘m

forent views “Attorneys profit
from the misery of divorce. To the
extent you can get attorneys and
doctors out of divorce, you should

0 80,
@ Guardians ad litem — “A child
is not topresented In divorce
court,” sald sttomey Elsman,
roposing “a guardian ud litem
for cach cl:nlld under age.”
“g

West Bloomf

bitter divorce caso, lsbelled
“abblsh” the lawyers' notlon
that “courts would be clogged” il
divorce were made more difficult
under Dalman's blil. “It's the
child that counta,” he sald.

Mark and DBetty Squicr, a
Fraser couple who almont di-
vorced, advocated Retrouvallle,

tion on P
counseling, better training for
tawyers, and guardlens ad litem
for all children in a divorce.

B Family court — “Personally,
I'm in favor,” sald Michael Rob-
bins, Birmingham attorncy whe
chaira the Michigan Bar's family
law mection. Many judges “shovo
off cases to mediators, arbitrators.
Many have never tried a divorce

case.

NOW's Nancy Bliss egreed.
“Judges hold = low opinion of do-
mestic cases. Friend of tiv Court
is totally disorganized; the judge

bber-stamps their work. A

bill, five were and one &
paychotogist. OF 11 in favar, only
ane was an aitomney.

Dalman, noting the split,
summed it up: “The professlonal
system ia not working for the av-
erage person.”

‘Worst nightmare’

On one point, nearly everyono
agreed. As Wilma Fellman, »
West Bloomfield educator and di-
vorced mother, put itz *It (di-
vorce) can't be called easy by any
stretch of the imagination. It's the
worst nlshtnnn anyone could go

ugh.

Dalman’s bill was the work of
Michigan Family Forum, a right-
wing group previously best known
for fighting state school curricu-
lum laws. Its pamphlet is entitled
“Breaking Up Is Easy to Do.” Au-

marrisges.
result in an freo-fall”

judge never oven hears theoa cas.
e

B Parenting classes — “Yougot a
Tot of people out there who think
marrisge is a joke,” said David
Hagood of Detroit. “You oughta
make It harder to get married and
harder to get out.”

“Life is hard,” sald Farmington
Hills psychologist Lyle Danuloff.
“Parents are overwhelmed by
life.” Danulolf challenged MFF's
conclusion that the soaring di-
vorce rats is caused by no-fault
divorce. He proposed mandated
instruction on parenting and
greater mentel health services.
- X¢ ling — A Rob-

where vol couples and o
Catholic priest lead a wookend

dian ad litem s a great

idea,” sald Margaret Cotant, staff

attorney with tho Oekland Liv.

ingston Legal Ald in Pontlsc,

“hut nover fool yoursoll Into

thnking you'll get enough volun-
TH,

Seversl people who had been
unwilling participanta in divorcs
callod Dalman's bill the best so-
lution.

“State officials are too willlng
to dizsolve marriage and collectiv-
fze the costs,” sald “averago citi-

A ahells Meadows of South-

progrem and aix later ings to
“help couplea put tha pleces back
together and rebuild loving rela-
tionships.” Pesticipating couples
are asked for s donation.

B Lawyers' training — “Our pro-
fession is not trained to tha scoai-
tlvities of malntalning tho family.

field.

“{'vo woen many sccond mar-
riages whore the woman zald her
first husband was better,” sald
Shirley Hobbs, & nurse in two
prisons at Coldwater, “When the
lawyers realized what our incomes

We're trained to ba warriors,” were, they pumped ua all the

aald James Elsmen, a acripture- harder.”

quoting Aarti a Ply h
who sald her husbend

y from i
ham who would prefer to allow al-
most no divorces.

From the opposite end of the
political spectrum, Elsman was
joined by NOW"a Blizs, who advo-
cated ta licensing of attor-

Joan
resident
“walked out the door” after 35
years of marrisge and no argu.
ments, said the loss of income has
cost her her house while her ex-
husband, now sried, is buy-

neys in family lew.”

Joseph Ditthazy, a Redford
Township leader of 8 gun owners’
group who denounced both the
political right and left, had a dIf-

ing his fourth new car in zeven

yeara,

Refer to House Bill 4432 when
writing to your state representa-
tive, State Capitel, Lansing 48909.

Historical afghans
are ready for sale

tive afghan,

bins praised Oskland County's
“Smile” program, in which 8
judge and social worker spend 45
‘minutes with couples in divorce
cases, showing a videotape in
which kids tell “what divorce did
to me.” His conclusions: “Some

rei are aaved; some di-

for women and children, poverty,
%ids dropping cut of school, sul-
cido end a host of socisl prob-
lema.

vorces are more amleable.”

Eugene Lud:li; of Troy Elno

A
featuring nine historic sites in tho
Farmington srea, can be pur-
chaosed through the Farmiogton
Historical Museum.

Cost is $39.95 before Juno 1,
$44.95 nRer thet date, Proceeds
will benefit the museum.

Tho afghans come in three col-
ors — Williamsburg blus, navy
and ross — and are avallable at
the 33805 Grand River,

PP Y
A grandfather whose son la in a

.during open bours: 1.5 pm.

‘Wednesdays and the flrst Sunday
of each month,

Thoy also can be purchased by
mail. Checks should be made
payable to the Farmington His-
torical Muscum and mailed to:
Afghan — Farmington Historical
Museum, 23600 Liberty St.,
Farmington 48335.

Additional information may be
obtalned by ealllog Dick Carvell
at 476-6257 or Nancy Leonard st
478-4125,
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T Boaive Moll; CLOBED TRASS IS RIEFOCKING

worthwhile.

Well, maybe not a million, but as counse-
lor, dean and faculty member at OCC for the
past 30 years, Don Nichols has seen thousands
of OCC success storles — and in many cases,
helped make them happen.

His personal files are filled with stories of
students whose ltves have been changed by the
college, and to Dr. Nichols, that makes it all

"Oakland Community College truly
meets the needs of students no matter where
they are or where they come from. And that's
the element that glves me, and all of us at
OCC, a great deal of pride.”

OAKLAND
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Spring semester classes begin May 3, 1995.
To a_pply call: (810) 540-1549.

OCC 4 a0 afhmwwtve acton/equal cpporkunify inei,Don.




