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BUILDERS BHOW

Ask questions before remodeling

With the remodeling scason ap-
proaching, you may be among ‘the
many h who are iderd

years until tha house is sold,” anid

Thomas Kellett, co-chairman of

BASM's Remodelors Council and vice
ident of Kellett C ction Co.

home impr ts but are frigh d
by the horror storiea of dishonesat or
unqualified cantractors.

*Tho good news is that by asking the
right questions and looking in the right
places, you can find a professional, ex-
perienced remodeler to do a job that
will not only mise your home's value
but also make the home more enjoy-
able for many years to come,” said L.
David Kellett, co-chairman of the
Builders Associntion of Southeastern
Michigan (BASM) Remodclora Coun-
i) and president of Kellett Construc-
tion Co. in Bloomficld Hills.

The best places to find qualified
contractors is through friends, neigh-
bors, local real estate agents and
BASM's Remodelors directory.

Many homeowners like their neigh-
borhoods and don't relish the

" “A minor kitchen remodel can return
100 pereent of the initial investment,
while a new skylight Hluminating a

while staying within your budget.

Like any important purchass, a re-
modeling project is not something to be
spontancous about. Although it may
toke some time to find a remodeler
with whom you feel comfortable and

lcate, it is well worth the

room could return even more, A rule of
thumb i= that eny improvement which
brings a hame up to the level of similar
houses in the same neighborhood is
good one.”

In choosing a remodeler, the lowest
price is not always the best chaice. No
two remodelers will do a job exactly the
same way. Be as specific as possible
and ask the contractor to specify the
materials and brand names on which
he ia basing the quote. Be espocially
wary of a quote significantly lower than
the range indicated by the othere,

With a remodeling project, tho low-
est price often comes with & pacrifica or

and trouble of moving but want a
change in space or amenities, Remod-
eling makes it possible to upgrade and

pand without ing and olten
rowards the investment with a higher
pale price when the house is later put
on the merket.

b ise of quality work hip or
ials, profeasionali time, su-
pervision, service and follow up.

By tho time you decide to bire a re-
modeler, you probably already have a
fairly good idea of what you want the
ﬁnhh‘u}job to look like. A professional

“The percentage of a deling in-

can take your ideas and rec-

vestment which will be d de-
pends on the job and the number of

d the most effective ways to
achieve the results you are socking

can
effort.
One of the most important things
that can be done to learn about a re-
modeler is to ank for n list of recently
r-.Jr‘r.; that are sinmilar to
yours, He may have done kitchen re-
modeling, but that won't be much of an
indication of how well he can add an
additional level to your home.

Then, call the references and visit
the sites if possible. To be p ted
from poasiblo legal problems, it's im-
portant that you verify that the remod-
eler han the licenses and permita ro-
quired to build in your city and is
propesly insured according to Michi-
gan's regulations,

A good remodeler will want you todo
your homework before you sign the
contract. In fact, since so much of a re-
modeler's business comes from refer-
rals, a good remodeler will do every-
thing possible to ensure that the job
will reflect well on his company and
2dd one more customer to his list of
satiafiod clients.

Paged

Handyman
to broadcast
from Cobo

NewsTalk Radio AM-1270
WXYT will broadcast the “Ask the
Hand " show featuring mas-
ter handyman Glenn Hasege live
from the 77th Annual Intemation-
al Builders Home, Flower and Fur-
niture Show at the Coba Confer-
ence-Exhibition Center on Satur-
days and Sundays, March 18-19
and March 25-26 until noon.

Glenn Haege has an extensive
background in the do-it-yourself
industry. His career includes nine
years with a national paint manu-
fecturer and 13 years with the larg-
est independent hardwara chain in
the country. As he's done for the
past 11 yezrs, Glenn continues to
invite industry experts to be guests
on hia radic show and answern
home improvement questions from

lers.

“The ‘Ask the Handyman' show
hans become one of the most popu-
lar weekend talk shows in Metro
Detroit,” said Michael Packer,
WXYT vice president/general
manager. “I credit that succeas to
Glenn's sincerity and his expertise
in the home improvement indus-
try."
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