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etter, harder

OCC: Regroup and try again

puters, the otd technology they're not
going to be replaced with the wave of a
magic wand by Oakland Community College.
OCC hns been visibly under-financed for
the better part of 10 years. It is levying 0.85 of
a mill in an era when most of Michigan's 28
H Mleges are closer to the 2-
mill mark. Any visitor can see it, particularly
at the older buildings on the Orchard Ridge,
Highland Lakes and Auburn Hills campuses.
\'oters said no March 16 to o 1-mill proper-
ty tax proposal. The elected trustees have lit-
tle choice but to try aguin, better and harder.
Should they do anything differently? There
arv high-priced campaign vxperts better
equipped than we are ta give that kind of ad-
vice, but we offer u few thoughts.
@ The day.
We heard a lot of grumbling over the choice of
a Thursday. People think someone’s trying to
put one over on them. Many voters can sniff
the air and telf there's an election going on.
When their suspicions are aroused, they be-
come irritated to the point where the
concentrate on the overriding fiscal issue.
Most Michigan elections are conducted on
Tuesdays and school elections on Mondays.
Yet. as the Walled Lake returns showed last
month. Saturday wasn't a bad choice, either,
for o good voter turnout.
8 The market.
Overall. the OCC proposal got a fairly healthy
45 percent. But it fared badly in the northern
and western tiers of school districts, where
the campuses are easily reached by commut-
ing students but physically invisible to the
general run of voters. Clearly, OCC must do
some missionary work there.
1t may even be necessary to subdivide the
college district into clectoral districts sa that
voters in the outlying areas have a greater
sense of identification with the college.
8 The times.
After World War 11, consumers fucled an in-
flation because, during the war effort, they

T hose aging buildings, those dated com-

@ The elected trustees have little
chelce but to try agaln, better and
harder.

had been unable to replace carg, applinnces
and clothes. They'd buy anything — even cars
with wooden bumpers. Millions of aew fami-
lies were formed at the same time.

Similarly, Michigan public agencies have
held back during the K-12 school finance war of
the last 10 years. This year road interests nre
beating the drum, understandably, The subur-
ban public bus system, never locully funded in
its 26 years of precarious life, is beating the
drum, understandably. And K-12 districts still
must put the finishing touches an Proposal A
by winning approval of non-homestend and
“hold-harmless™ millages, understandably.

1n short, there's still a strain on the voter
that may have to run its course.

8 The low profile.

OCC’s campaign committee ran u deliberately
low-profile campaign, concentrating on its
30.000 current students and 180,000 former
students. OF those more than 200,000 friends,
fewer than one-tenth showed up to vote yes.

But how does one finance o high-profile
campaign? OCC can't spend taxpayers' dollars
to win a yes vote. It can't award big campaign
danors with amt by
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Bouquets to them
idgewriters were pleased with recent
R (Community Life, March 9) coverage
the Observer gave our Farmington
Hills-based writers’ group.

dorships and r -
shipsonr Yy isgi The sol!
must be continuaily making the college visible
by every low~cost means possible.

Michigan's job market is about to be short
of a supply of skilled workers as old trades-
people retire and new skills are necded. This
newspaper continues to believe that a skilled
workforce is 2 stronger inducement to indus-
trial nnd commercinl investors than the fast-
buck tax deals being discussed in Lansing.

Without question, QCC’s leaders must pre-
pare an attractive tax package that conveys to
even tired voters the message that the college
is n key to Michigan's location in a new, global
cconomy.

Put racing in major leagues

etroit arca teams are in the big
D leagues, but when it comes to horse

racing, we're not on par with the Tole-
do Mud Hens. -

That's why the racing industry secks ap-
proval of legislation to allow racetracks to of-
fer more betting on out-of-state ruces. It would
help DRC and Northville Downs better com-
pote with the Windsor casinos for the gam-
bling dollar.

Harse racing translates into jobs in western
Wayne County. According to o study done by
Public Sector Consultants for the racing in-
dustry, Michigan racetrack operations in 1993
created and supported nearly 5,300 full- and
part-time jobs, which paid out more thun 451
million in wages and salarics. Farm opera-
tions related to racing generated employment
for nearly 37.000 and created more than $181
million io income.

House Bill 4536 would allow more simul-
casting of races, intertracking broadcasts from
one Michigan track to her, and ¢l i

nin and other Michigan racetracks are in the
minor leagues.

One is that racing just isn't as popular as it
once was in Michigan. Attendance ot DRC av-
eraged 3,694 per day during 1994. At Oak-
lawn in Hot Springs, Ark., the average daily
attendance for 1994 was 15,784, according to
the state racing commission. And Arknnsas is
a state with a population of less than 3 mil-
lion.

Part of the blame for racing’s decline in
metro Detroit can be laid on the track owners.
They haven't done cnough to attract better
horses to the trocks. At Oaklawn, it's common
to see Kentucky Derby-bound horses running
during the 63-day racing scazon. You're un-
likely to eec such o horse at DRC.

The proposed house bill would help remedy
that. It would allow more simulcasting of
race from other tracks. Currently, DRC and
other tracks can only offer one simulcast race
per day. That means race fans miss out on the
Breeder's Cup. It would be the same as allow-

computerized gnmbling devices.

We support the simuleasting, but oppose al-
lowing racetracks to install video poker ma-
chines or other electronic computerized .

bling equipment. R ka should not
be turned into gambling casinos.

There are masy reazons why DRC in Live-

ing n baseball fan to view only one game of the
World Series.

We urge area representatives to take o
close look at the provisions of House Bill 4526
to allow more simulcasting and help the in-
dustry help itsclf. However, don't turn race-
tracks into gnmblingminm..

Hills

, o
AT B
dovtoen | pemsestir o | W Gromvew | iigvioevs Famingion
Gy o | o | e

’ Famisgton Farmington '

Beth Sundrl t gave such a realis-
tic meeting accaunt, it was nlmost like being
there. And Sharon LeMicux's photos also
cuught the spirit of the lively evening.

Bouquets to both. Several phonc calls fol-
towed from aspiring writers.

Betty Monson, director,
Ridgewriters

it's not taxing
word of gratitude and praisc for John
A Antonnelli and his crew of dedicated
volunteers with the AARP Tax Assis-
tance Program at the Farmingten Hills Activi-
ty Center.
It ix such a relief to have your taxes done by
trained peaple who freely give of their time to
assist the seniors. Many thanks to this group

of people for their fine work.
1sabel Cytkowski, Farmington Hills

Find a new topic

egurding the article “Some supporters
R of religious right missing o few facts,” 1

have this comment, When is Tim
Richard going to get aver his angry obsession
with the so-called religious right?
It seems he loves to sit and scan his voice
mail, s0 he can pick apart anyone who doesn’t
agrec with his liberal position.
1 believe it is Tim Richard who is the Rip Van
Winkle. When is he going to wake up and
write about something else?

Cheryl Walker, Livonia

‘Logic Is there’
police officer once suggested this solu-
tion to police pay and manpower prob-
lems:
He suggested that the pay status for all
policemen and women be reversed from what
it is. He suggested that the lower one is on’

police work the officer does, but is paid lesa.

The higher an officer gets in rank, the less
work he or she does and gets paid more for do-
ing less. If the foot soldiers of police depart-
ments received top puy, instead if vice versa,
there would be little incentive to rise in rank,
therefore more real police work would be ac-
complished and for less money.

Police departments would no longer become
top heavy, paying high salaries for those who
spend most of their time sitting on their duffa,

The end result would be far less crime, less
aeed for more and more officers, because they
would become far more proficient in maintain-
ing their status quo in rank.

My personal opinion is that the idea sounds
goofy at first, but with some modificntions it
might work.

The logic is there. The question is: How do
you go nbout getting the payroll reversed? Are
cities paying the wrong peaple too much and
for doing less work?

Kenncth Kemp, Farmington Hills

They say thanks
© at the Farmington Historical Mu-
seum wish to thank the Observer .
for the publicity that the paper has
given our Farmington histerical nfghan pro-
jeet.

The original headline article generated at
least 16 inguiries and orders, and then the
articles of March 9 nnd the Focus remarks
of March 13 brought at leost 20 people to
the to purchnse afgh on the
firat Wednesday that we were open after
your mention of the availability of the
afghans.

We are certain that other interest was gen-
erated for which we will realize the profit. Wo
have had to plnce our first rearder.

We think that these results very graphlcale
ly indicato the value of publicity in the local
that we continually strive to re-

pap
ceive.

The museum is on institution that needs nn:
avenue of communication with the general
public and the loeal newapaper is that firat
line of communication.

Again, we thank you and the Observer for
your support of the Jatest muscum endeavor,
the Farmington Historical afghan project.

Dick Carvell
Farmington Historical Museum

the police department totem pole, the more
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we publish ty

2, we think about community journalism

p

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger i They fder th lves to be

independent from the stories ond communitics ¢

hey cover, swooping in to write the unusual or

ional and then dashing off ta cover

hing 2ise. We regard ourselves as both accurate

Journalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

«~ Philip Power




