8B(F}(*58)

The Observer! THURSDAY. March 28, 1995

“Circle of Friends,” » story
of _romance and three best
friends — their loyalty, their
seciets, their betrsyals and
maat of all, their search for
tngZlove opens Friday, April 7,
at ~toetro  Detroit theaters.
Write and tell us about your
“Circle of Friends” to win a
very special eveniog with your
friends.

How long have you known
each other? What brought and
keeps you together?

The grand prize is & special
evening with you and your cir-
cle of fricods {up to & people).
You will be treated to a special
dinner, and receive flowers,
champegne, chocolate, ~Circle
of Friends”™ T-shirts. Youll

Friends: Bernadette (Minnie Driver, left), Eve ( Geral-
dine O'Rawe) and Nan (Saffron Burrows) star ag
three small town Irish girls who go off to college in
Dublin in search of adventure and romance.

Tell us ubout your friends

Davio Arrtaay

also be invited to & special pre-
view screening of the movie,
7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 6, at
the AMC Maple 8 Theatre in
Bloomfield Hills,

Twenty-five runners-up will
receive tickets for four people
to a special preview screening
of “Citcle of Friends.”

Deadline for entries is noon,
Friday, March 31, Send or fax
catri to: Keely Wygonik,
Let's Go Editor!, fax (313) 691-

7279, Observer & ntric
Newapapers, Inc. 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI

48150 Call (313) 953-2105 for
fmore information. You must b
21 ot older to enter this con-
test.
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They'ro differ-
ent in the Land
Down Undoer,
and it shows in
Australia's mov-
fes. “Murlol’s
Weddlog," lke
“Strictly Ball-
room” and *Pria-

JOUN
MONAGHAN

unpredictabllity,
colorful presentation, and win.

Jrylng

"ol _MOVIES

tather, s political wannabe, con.
stantly reminds Murlel and the
vest of the family how worthless
they aro — and, in & way, he's
rght

Things change when Murlel is
given a blank chock by her mothor
to enter the makeup sales bual.
nezs. She fills in $12,000 instead,
takes off for en cxotic vacation,

then relocates to downtown Syd-

ney.

Here abo Indulges herself in the
city's dozen or so bridal ahops,
then photo-

on dresses,
hing herself for ber wedding

ning main p

Your enjoyment of “Muriel's
Wi ™ however, depends on
your ability ¢o relats to & herolne
who dreama of a lifo at least as
good ns Abba's “Dancing Quoen.”

The movie opens with a soaring
bridal bouquet, grabbed and buf-
feted by screaming female wed-
ding guests, which finally (oats
into the hands of ene Muriel
Heslop. “Why should you catch
{t?" suys ane of her snotty friends.
“ft's not like you're over going to
got marted.” .

Actuslly, matrimony (s what
Murel lives for. Sho papers her
room with photos from bridal
megazines, though sho hasa’t had
a date, let alone & proposal.

Sha lives a dead end lifo with
her parents in Porpoisa Spit, 8
tacky Australian resort town. Her

bum.

Moat movies would have Mu-
rie) Joao weight, get a beauty mak-
cover, then get even with the
trienda tha: dumped her. What
heppens in “Muricl’s Wedding”
is both realistic (the changes are
more interfor than exterlor) and
wildly romanticized, especially
when prospects look good for ap-
proaching the altar.

As Murlel, Toni Collette has an
engaging way of scrunching her
faco when anything rolated to
weddings [s mentionod. Though
unable to type after a
course, sho's & dynamo compared
to her siblings, who sit around the
house watching cricket matches
and amoking cigarettes.

Even better is Rachel Griffiths
as Rbonda (she looks like a more
mature Julletts Lewls) as the vi-

Winning performances in ‘Muriel’s

B

MrAMAX iU

Boautiful bride: Rachel Griffith, (left to right), Daniel La-
paine, Toni Collette and Bill Hunter star in P.J. Hogan's

“Muriel’s Wedding."

vacious friend who shares an
apartment with Muriel in Sydney
and helps change her life.

Still unexplained Is the Ausai
fascination with Abba, the 1970s
Swedish super group. Last year’s
“Prisellla, Quoen of the Desert”
had drag queens popping Abba
tapes into pink tape players. Both
movies have ultra-campy lip-
synch routines to “Watarloo.”

“Muriel's Wedding” is what
some guys would call a “chick
movie,” the aame way “Baliroom™

or “Dirty Dancing” are. Aflter near
sellouts last whekend in {ts run at
Royal Oak’s Main Art Theatro,
anyone interested ahould have
plenty of chances to see it

To leave a message for John ‘

Monaghan, dial 563-2047, mails
box number 1865, on a touch-tone
phone, fax him o note at £91-7279,
or write him in care of Entertoin-
ment, Obzerver & Eccentric News-
pup;g, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia
48150.

caught in a spiral of alcoholism,
domestic violence, unemploy-
ment, and cultural peglect in this
controversia) new film.

“Latcho Drom” (France-1293).
7 p-m. Maz. 27, Gypsy ot

|
Mar. 28. Kevin Smith's bilarious

pecount of 1ifo behind the counter
at o New Jersey convenience store
was made for only $23,000, The
acting s sometimes amateurisk,
1ty crude, but the

from over a dozen countriea con-

“ABRILLANT FILM! ", &,

JESSICA LANGE HALLE BERRY

tribute to this muslcal odyssey of

the jokes
movie sheds light on an occupa-
tion where the only way to vent

(USA-1995). The latest from John
Sayles, about Selkie, the mytho-

logical Celtic creature who ia part
human and part seal who changes

the lives of a flsherman and his
family.

B MAPLE THEATRE
4135 W, Maple, Bloomfleld. All

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what'’s piaying at (810) 544-3030 for information. A black comedy about threo nee; $2.95 twillght)
altemative movie theaters &oss ) friends who discover the body of “Miam} Rhapsody” (USA-
metro Detroit as reviewed by “Ed Wood™ (USA-1994). 7:30 thelr fourth roommats and agroe 1995). Woody Allen didn’t direct
John Monaghan. p.m. Mer, 23. Tim Burton's to dispose of it and keep the mon- it, but you'd never know from this .
B DETROIT FILM THEATRE Dlack-and-white blography of Ed | oy they find in his room. Kerry romantic comedy about ayoung .
Detroit Institute of Arta, 6200 Wood, the low budget director of Foz (“Angel at My Table™) and woman forced to confront the true |
‘Woodward, Detroit. Call (313) such cheesy classics as “Plan Christopher Ecocleston star. meaning of commitment when her
833.2323 for information. ($5;$4 | Nine from Outer Space” and “Muriel’'s Wedding”* (Austra- boyfriend pops the question. Sar-
studenta) “Glen or Glenda.” Johnny Depp lin-1995). A young woman getare- | ah Jesaica Parker, Mia Farrow,

“Once Were Warriors™ (New Ia perfect in the title role while venge on those who tell her she'll | and Antonio Banderas star. .
Zealand-1994). 7, 9:30 p.m. Mar. Martin Landau’s Bela Lugosi is always be & bridesmald, never a “RBefors the Rain" (Macedonia-
24-25; 4, 7 p-m. Mar, 26. A bus- sure to win an Oscar, bride. Opens Friday. 1994). A candidate for the Best

d and wife find themselves “Clerks” (USA-1994). 8 p.m. “Tho Secret of Roan Inish” Forelgn Film Oxscar this year, 0

1ove story told in three parta — an
iropossible Jove, 8 personal dilern-
ma, and homecoming — finked by
characters and events that alter-
nato between modern London and
tho kills of Macedonia.
“Srawberry and Chocolate”

(Cuba-1994), An odd relationship

A jouney into a world where legends come to life. '
Dreams come truc. And every boy is a bero.

the Gypsies in their travels from frustration Is to “rip into the oc- forms between two very different
Indis to Egypt. castonal customer.” titles play through at least Thurs- | men — onea middle-aged gay
1 XINOTEX, WIKDSOR FILR B MLASSART THZATRE day, unless noted otherwl Call count: Tutl thoothera

118 N, Main Street at 11 Mile, (810) 855-9090 for information. atraight young communist —
2135 W St. West, Wind- Osk. Films play through at | ($5.75; $3.75 students and mati- fuela this new comedy from Cuba.
sor. Call (519) 9715160 for Infor- | least Thursday, unless noted oth- .
e Aispe, Jo T-Alsae B wimen, a0, :

“Je T*Alme, Jo * ormation and o} 3 h ﬁl
Tt serane | it edeime e | Short f1lm screening
From Alsin the director twilight)
of “Last Year st Marienbad,” an- “The Madnezs of King George” .
other study of time, memory, and (Britain-1994). A tragi-comedy Detrolt Area Film & Televislon  both. Ticketa will bo available at
tion about & man that, Mnhou :: Ahnf anmnmc’::l-ym v?:lmmml l:l;.pedlud l‘lauunlnuA of thedoor.
xh time trave! t the life of King rgo 111, s ms nol for “Liva Ac-
is allowed to relive s e {apaca in sanify made bizo | tion Short and Documentary | Frocesds from thly e
love affair that resulted in his at- | ill-equipped to deal with hisevil | Short Academy Awards,” T:30und  4on "3 "non-profit educationsl
tempting to commit sulcide. son.Nigei Hewthorne and Helen | 9:30 p.xa. Thur., March 23 atthe o lravion that promotes vi
® BAG THIATEY Mirren star. AMC Maple Theatre, 16 Milo at [1Fracy and the croative use of
22918 Woodward, Perndale. Call »Bhallow Grave” (USA-1996). Telegraph. filta and video.
Esch {ng will offer a dif- .
ferent selection of films. Tickets Por more information, call (810}
are $10 for ono showing or $16 for 6470847, .
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