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Watch for elegance in simplicity this spring

BY SUSAN DEMAGGLO
HTAYY WRITEN

pending my teen years at on all-
girls parochinl schuol wax nat
the most farhionable thing to do

The minute we tried to copy the Iot-
ent looks in the glamour muguzines
{(mini skirts, bidy-hugging poorboy
aweaters, fishoet stockings, false eye-
lashen like Twiggy's, and pale frosty
pink lipatick) Siter Silverius spw the
need to call a schoolwide sesembly and
lecture us on the virtues of the whole-
wome, clansic brauty of Jacqueline
Kennedy. Some 30 yeurs later, 1 still
remember hee worda . L

“Girls, you will always look bent if
you avoid faddish clothing and wear
outfits that have simple, clansic de-
igns. Mm, Kennedy wears very little
mnke-up or jewelry, Her auits and
(brenses ute stylish though reserved, yet
she alwuys looks the picture of grace
und beauty, She knows there is cle-
pance in simplicity.”

Interviewing local fashion gurus for
thix pulilication, reminded me of that
ufternoon leeture in the sehool audite-
rium, Though "Mes. Kennedy” died
last July, her cluss and style is very
much alive thanks to designers this
Rpring.

“If you want to know what this sea-
son's fashions ate nll about, think
Juckie O, think Audrey Hepburn,
think Grace Kelly," said Mariana
Keros of Hudson's, *"The clothes are
very feminine, very simple, fitted at the
waint, glamorous. Many of the scason's

components come from looks these
wamen made famous,”

Cheryl Hall of Saks Fifth Avenue ex-
plained that “Designers this senason
were inspired by the ‘308 screen alrens,
pin-up gisls of the *40s, nnd "50s and
‘608 legends ke Jackic Kennedy and

Mad tor plaid: Pink and navy
madras cotton dress, $135, at
Tender in Birmingham.
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Audrey Hepbumn, The good news is
that the season translates into onc
with & varicty of fashion options. There
is choice in lengths, apectrum of coler,
and new fabrics and textures,

“Absolutes include knit twin sets,
akinny cigarette panta, self-belt little
drexsen, A-line flip skirts, and ¢longat-
ed juckets worn aver short, fitted skirts
ar long slip wkirts. Also, don't pass up
the chance to wear shine before dark as
well un after. Try o shiny stretch tank
Lop of tee, kequin polo, lutex cardigan
— all symbols of the new refined
shine.”

Atlene Goldatein of Parisian said
wpring's fashi ge is: Feminini
ty is huck! *The senson’s styles reflect
the glamour of the '40x with sensibili-
ties of the '90s,” she said. "Update
your wardrobe with o fitted jacket,
skinny belts, nn A-line dresw, skirt cut
on the bink, patent lesther handbag
and shous, cropped tops snd something
pink!™

Janice Hoyes of Jacohson’s suggest-
vd wumen focus on the waist. “Then
Iy something in pink,” she said,
“Skirts ure short, A-line, tippy of pen-
c¢il thin to the knee. Add a hat with a
veil, or flower detail. Hundbags in
square ar rectangle shapes are back,
Stiletto heels have returned . . . and
anything patent leather — shoes,
handbags, beits! Fashionable accesso-
riew call for pins with faux gems and
hig cuff braceleta.”

Colby McWilliams of Neiman
Marcus talked about the spring scason
in the men's department.
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“More linens than ['ve ever seen in
my life,” he snid. “Linen blends, linen
and silk, linen and synthetics. Very
airy, very lofty. The suit comes in vari-
ations on the une button, two butten
jocket. The three button is great fora
more casual presentation. There are
even some aix hutton jackets with
Nehru collars. The suits atre conatruct-
ed, but softer. Pants are cut fuller,
drawntring waists remain on the scene,
The banded collar shirt is important,
wom outside the pants under a vest.

*“Colors are ceological — olive,
pewter, gray, taupe, tan, sand, and
beige. Browns are big. There are lots of
options, Diffcrent picces can be warn
together to create an individualistic at-
titude. Remember, the right attitude in
always your best accessory!™

Bruce Guldman of L'uomo Vogue in
Southfield said deessing for the husi-
ness posture is still traditional, but the

i casual look requires a flair for
layering unstructured spurtswear picc.
LR,

The next few pages provide o glimpre
of what's in store for the warmer
weather around town. Retailers egrec
this is one of the most exciting spring
seasons in a long while, It's the season
of the dress, the celebration of glamo-
rous classics, the dawn of ease and
comfort. Advances in the textile and
manufacturing industrics have given
fashion designers interesting new ma-
terials to work with, And heeding the
consumers’ plea for good fits, collec-
tions come in proportions for petites as
well ns large-size custormery.




