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fied on officials and teachers to
ruise standardized test scores, ac-
conding to a 1992 US News &
World Report article. Soma dis-
tricts have gooe as far as to docter
results, the article said.

But that's not the case here.
school officials said. The incident
was unintentional and isolated.

“It's very unfortunate,” White
said. “It's almost a comedy of er-
rors, but it's not really funny.”

Students are taught the skilla
and practice the format in prepa-
ration for the CTBS. White said.
One teacher — wha schoal offi-
cisla wouldn't identify — used
what appeared to be an ald test
the school kept o file.

From that, some of 15 ques-
Lions on punctuation wero drawn
upand indudedin e packet of ex-
ercises. Worksheets wera graded
and returned to students, thus
giving them the answers.

“It was an old test, a beat up
battered test.” Hillsido principal
Richard Ruiter said. “It was here.
... He didn't know what he was
doing.”

Semple tests to familiarize stu-
dents with the format are appro-
priste, said Michael Kean, vice
president of Public and Govern-
raental Affairs for CTB MuacMil-
1an. However, teaching to the test
is not

“An ezample of that is provid-

ing the actual questions of ques-
i that it
would compromise the validity of

tions that are so similar

the test.” Kean sald ““The pur-
pose of the test is to determine
what }hn youngster sctually

CTB Macmillan receives a half-
dozen calls a year reporting eimi-
lar incidents, Kean said.

CTBS is completely revised
every seven years. Soroeone ined-
vertently using an actual test —
thinking it was outdated — s not
improbable, Kean said.

CTBS has been a problem for
Farmington schools.

“The test Is given to studenta in
grades three, five and cight. The
exam measures thelr ability in
reading, language and mathemat-

ica.

Results districtwide In grades
throe and five from 1993 were ad-
justed by school officials — by up
to 20 percentile points in some
cases — ¢o refloct the difference
in testing periods.

When compared wilh_l%l‘x?«

Moasuring minds

Comprehensivo Tosts of Basic
Skilis is a standardized test
maasuring student
achlovement in reading,
language arts and .
mathematics. Children in
grades threo, five and eight
lake ths tost annually in
March,

Five miliion students take the
test published by CTa
Macmillan naticawide.
Farmington Public'Schools
has used the CTBS since
1590.

Amcag ather things, CTBS
rosulls ara used fo:

sults, the bers wero

Actual 1993 results indicated

acores dropped in many aress.
Warren Schroeder discovered

that, too.
He thinks the mistake ia symp-
tomatic of a larger problem. In »

. Chapter 1,
bilingual, E-5 and

Hoslng It down: Two Farmington Hills firefightérs, wearing their own air supplies,
apply a streamof water to Hartman 's burning house on Glengrove.
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don't blame the principal,” « Compara individual studants
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Country Crafts Show
Sat. & Sun.. April 15t & 2nd » 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Plymouth Central Middle School
650 W. Church St. (Off Main St}
Downtown Plymouth
Lunch Available » Admission $2.00

For information, call Sonnie Jurcisin (353) 5135769
NO STROCLLRS FLIASL

buitdings to the district, and
the district to others in the
country.

his family, the woman added.
Hills polico are also investi-
gating the doctor's busi for

dnesd

The Bureau of Al-

and Urban Devel t. Hart-
man's brother Joffry has also
!ud 50me scTapes wt!h. the law,

cluea to a posaible motive.

“He's been sued and he's
sued,” Anderson said. “You al-
ways have to loik at that.”

ree
and one felony fraud conviction.

““They are not suspects,” Loo
sald “But it Is possible that a
mistaken identity Is involved —
either after tho brother

Ane as
no criminal record, his father,
Richard, has a iction in-

or someone posing as the doctor
1 ) was Involved.”

volving a fraud achemo with the
U.S. Department of Housing

(t
Police interviewed De. Hart-
man on the day of tha fire and

cchol, Tobscco and Firearms is
also investigating the case.

“One thing is certaln,” An-
derson sald. “This was a delib-
erate sttompt to hurt this faml.
ly. There has to be a pretty
strong motive.” .

Loe sald ho did not expect
any imminent arrests,

1 think that s a ways away,”
Los sald. “We'ro just starting
out, trying tofind a motive.

Free Report Shows Frustrated
Homeowner How To Get Home
Sold In Just 23 Days!

Farmington Hills

— A free

homesellers report has been released
that reveals how to get your home
sold quickly, at your price! Find out
what real estate agents don’t tell yout

Unfimited Potential for Learning
at

« Core Curriculum » Aca
+ Community Service » Sports Program
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