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Unless you're 2 champlon in
Detroit’s Catholic . League, a
team gets short-changed in
football,

Take the cases of Our Lady
of Borrows and St, Agatha,
Their seasons end Sunday, 2
woek earlier than most other
prep teams in Michigan,
They’re restricted to seven
games, inless they can pick W

- Parochia

an elghth game on a non-league
baslis after the regularcam-
patgn ends, because a division”
champ needs to have twogames
(or title play, 1f necessary.

Each division champ in the
Second Division enters a ‘semi-
final round with the two winners
golng on to the finals,

Under state prep rules, no
team can play more than nine

football games, It makes no
difference what the reason --
nine is the maximum, *
DY

- NETTHER SORROWS nor St.
Agatha is in the Hie race,
so tootball ends for both Sun-
day when St. Agatha hosts Wayne
St. Mary's at Redford Unlon
High while Sorrows goes to
Ferndale to take on St. James,

Lions Risk Top

Earl McCullouch of the De-
troft Lins the 1968 Natiooal
Football League rookie of the
year? N '

R would begin to appear that
the fleet-footed flanker from
Southern California has mov-
od into the No, 1 slot to give
the Licna their second straight
top freshman in the league,

A year ago it was Lem Barn-
ey, the brilliant defensive back.

The stock of McCullouch, who

passed up running the hurdles
and possibly winning 2 gold met-
al in the Olympics, has soared
with every Lions’ game.

He has become one of the
most exciting players to watch
with hisburning speed and pass-
catching ability.

Twice last Sunday he ran away
from Packer defenders to
score, Once on & 60-yard pass,

.

THE RESULT IS that Mc-

orts

It was elementary how the United States
oasketball team fared in the finals of the Olympic
Games against Yugoslavia. -

Win or lose the Gold Medal, the U.S. already
had won before the final siren went off.

. You see, this was the U.S. team everybody
said would be terrible.

There were cries because players like Lew
Alcindor, Westley Unseld and Elvin (the big E)
Hayes had refused to play. And there were others.

When they picked the American squad,
tears flowed. It was a miserable group of per-
formers who were selected to represent the
U.S. at Mexico City.

How could they stand up against teams from
Russia, Brazil and elsewhere? Teams which had
been operating in fact for three, four and maybe
six years?

A relative unknown like Spencer-Haywood, a
Detroiter who this week checks into the Univer-
sity of Detroit to play for Bob Calihan, was
among the standouts in the Trials.

Less illustrious names like Jo-Jo White and
Mike Siliman, an officer in the army, made the
squad.

- .

THE PROFESSIONALS thought so little of
the group they only picked three of them—one Don
Dee by the Pistons—to get a tryout in the play-for-
pay ranks.

It sure was a far cry from other U.S. Olympic
basketball teams—teams which included Bill
Russell, K. C. Jones, Jerry Lucas, Oscar Robert-
son, just to name a few.

So how does onc explain the success story
of the 1968 team?

The question was broached before Bill Van
Breda Kolff, one-time Princeton coach and now
the head man of the Los Angeles Lakers.

“It's simple,” explained Van Breda Kolff.. “If
kids will work, they'll accomplish something.”

Van Breda Kolff digressed for a few meo-
ments. ,

_“Work . .. work . . . what a short word, but
how many of our youngsters seem to run scared
when a little work is involved.”

Yes, how many, coach? -

It also gets back to what Aldo Forte, the
former Lions’ assistant coach whe'has a son
playing this fall at North Farmington, said on
that -sunny afternoon in September when the
Raiders held their annual photo day

4 little extra effort pays off,”” Forte was say-
ing. “Just ask any of these kids.”

So our moral for today: Work never killed
anybody.

*

* * «

WE'RE STILL HEARING a few remarks
about Lions' Coach Joe Schmidt’s decision to play
for a tie instead of trying to win in those final 27
seconds against the Green Bay Packers last
Sunday. .

In our book, Schmidt did the RIGHT thing.

First of all, the Lions were not in scoring
position: They had more to lose than gain if
they tried a long pass. Besides, the Lions had
been doing some fumbling earlier in the game.
Some risky play at this juncture could have
backfired into defeat.

Secondly, and far more important, the tie was
as good as victery for the Lions.

It's unfortunate the fans who jeered didn't
have their radios with them and tuned in to Bob
Reynolds who tried to explain that under the
National Football League rules, total points in a
two-game series count in the event teams finish
tied. I .
Detroit already had beaten the Packers

once. Hence, if the teams end up in a tie for
the top, Detroit is the champ—on the basis of
one victory and a tie against Green Bay.

The tie actually hurt the Packers . . .
badly. . . .
In the last analysis, how can you fault Schmidt,
or any coach, when as the result of his thinking
his team also winds up in first place?

That's where the Lions are . . . and hopefully
will stay the rest of the season. .

and

* * .

OKAY, LET'S GET OFF on another stbject.

It shapes up as quite a battle to decide who
should be heralded as “the coach of the year" for
Observerland football teams this fall.

Should it be Larry Joiner of Eentley, or Jack
Reardon of Stevenson?

How's about Ron Holland of North Farm-

ington? o

. ., Or maybe Rat Uetz of Bishop Borgess, the

. school without a twelfth-grader, but yet challeng-

ing for divisional honors iri the Catholic League?

Any ideas on the subject?

o . "

Gullouch now ranks among NFL
pass recelvers with 23 grabs
for 501 yards and five touch-
downs, He has averaged 21.8
yards on each reception with
his longest catch golng for 80
yards.

He’s one of four Licosprom-
fnently displayed in the latest
NFL stattstics as the- Lims
prepare to entertain San Fran-
cisco at Tiger Stad{um Sunday
et 1:15 p,m,

SRR

SUBURBAN SIX LEAGUE champions. That's

A year ago, Sorrows made the
playotfs and went the full dis-
tance - - nine games,

“We have no complaints
against our league,” said Coach
Herb Coleman, the Sorrows
coach, “We are governed by
the state rules and we all are
interested in playing for the
title,r

For most of the other area

R t .

Top passer in the league is
BUl Mynson, The new Lions
quarterback has completed 65
out of 98 passes for 66.3 per
cent, the highest completion
total in all of pro football,

He has thrown for nine touch-
downs and suffered only two
interceptions.

What's more his passes have
gained an average of 9.62

yards, which also is the top
performance by any of the 26

the new title of the Redford Union cross country
team which won the crown a week ago with a
record performance. The group includes: (from

Fans Won't F()rgel Amazing

)

OLD.PRO COMES THROUGH. It will be a long
time before Detroit baseball fans forget the brilli-
ance of veteran Outfielder Al Kaline in the 1968

World Series.

il

teams, the season ends next
weekend with some outstanding
rivalries highlighting the card.

The features will match
Thurston at Redford Union and
North Farmington at Stevenson
Friday while.on Saturday Bent-
ley goes to Franklin.

I

CHAMPIONS FIGURE to be

involved in all three games,

~Against ‘49

teams in the league.
. e ox

COACH JOE SCHMIDT, dis-
cussing the Lions’ current
first - place standing in the
Central Division, declared:

“I'm really not surprised,
T folt we. had. a good chance
of having & good football team
this year.

“Things depended on how well
Munson and MeCullouch worked
for us on offense, They have

left) Co-Captains Doug
Dennis Keeney, Bill Kuh
son, Athletic Director H

Thurston appeared a cinch
golng into this weekend’saction
to finish in at least a- He for
the crown in the Northwest Sub-
urban Leagus flag.

But when it meets Redford
Unien, one can forget all the
history of the season, It’s like
Michigan vs, Michigan State,

The form sheef means
nothing,

gone ‘along with Mel Farr who
15 having a bammer year and
Bill Triplett who really has
improved as a runner,””

Farr is the leading rusher
i the league, He has been
called upon 104 times and has
gained 490 yards for 4.7 yards,
His longest run was for 46
yards, Farr also is sixth in
scoring with six touchdowns,

BARNEY’S NAME appears
among the leaders in two < ‘e~

B :
Savich and Bob Junk,
n, Coach Charles Patter-
oward Kraft, Mike Stol-

-key, Craig LeRoux and Craig Nelson.

By W. W. EDGAR
Observer Roving Editor

Al Kaiine, veteran right-
flelder of the Detrolt Tigers
has given a new meaning to the
term, “Old Pro’ dnd ‘becausé
of that he no longer is on the
‘expendable list or considered

 as outstanding trading material,

Tnstead, he has taken his place
among the all - time greatsand
World Series heroes In the Ti-
gers Hall of Fame,

No player of recent vintage
has made & more dramatic
move from the sidelines tostar-

_ dom than Kaline and In sodoing

heshas written one of the most
amazing stories in baseball,
. s *

UNTIL A FEW months ago
he had been plagued by injur-
{es and the ravages of time (even
though he is only 34) tothe point
where he was relegated to the
sidelines,

He didn’t seem to fit (nto the

scheme of things any more as.

Mayo Smith, the Tiger manager,
continued bullding around youth,
Coming to the Tigers direct
from high schoolandnever hav-
ing played minor league base-
ball, Al carved out a phenom-
Inal career over the better part
of 15 seasons.
Over that stretch he had won
the American League batting
. champlonship, was namedtothe
All - Star team on at least 3
half dozen occasfons and at-

tained all - around-stardom. -

But for the past year or two
he was more suscepible to
more injuries than ever and was
out of the lineup for long per-
jods. Most of his trouble con-
cerned his foot, As & result
he couldn’t run on the bases,

RU Harriers Shatter
Suburban Six

Two records went by the
boards Wednesday when Red-
ford Unlon ran away with the
Suburban  Six .League cross
country champlonship, -

The Townshippers posted &
team score of 19 points, low-

., est ever compiled by a winning
team, In repeating as kingplus,
A yesr ago, RU won with 25,

Bob Juok of RU, the indive
idual winner, hit the finish In
10:41 to set & naw.loop mark,
Ho ‘beat the old standard by
2 second.

The title was the fourth in
six years for Redford Union,
who has been coached for the

past two ‘seasons by Charles

Patterson,

RU winners swept the first
four places, After Junk came
Dennis Kenney, BIll Kuhn and
Doug Savich,

. .

MARK VISKOCHAL of Ply-
mouth was fifth in the overall
standings.-

Craig LeRoux of RU was the
fitth across for the winners,
finlshing in ninth spot, .

n sdditfon to Viskochal, P1y-
mouth placers were Dick Goepp,
Doug Deer, Ed.McClendon and
John Hopkins, The Rocks post-
ed 74 points to place third be-
hind Trenton, .

Bentley scored 82, AllenPark
90 and Belleville 103,

Marks

was the best of the Bentley
contingent, comprised 'also of

Mike McGhie, Gary Spualler, |

Tom Guilfogle and John Cox,
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he couldnt roam the outfteld
ke he once did,and along with
this his batting suftered,

Finally, he was shuntedtothe
sidelines and seemed destined
to finish out his career as 2
pinch-Hitter, or, at best, per-
haps furnish a Dit of rellef
for Norm Cash at first base,

.

AL KNEW WHAT was hap-
pening. He realized it more
than anyone else.

But he still had one great
destre ... to play in a world
sarfes,

I was a sentimental- wish
and 1t was shared by the Ti-
ger officlals, too,

With the fans it was another
matter. |

For a short time n the clos-
ng days of the 1967 season, It
appeared that Al would get his
wistHowever, whenthe Tigers
lost ot oa the final day of the
season,| Al’s dream seemed
nothing {more than that,

He._still had hopes when the
1968 season started, and for 3
few months it seemedthat much
of the old spark was back,

Then the old tnjury jinx step-
ped in again and Al-found him-
self on the sidelines.

What's more he found that
the: youth movement on the Ti-
gers was paying off, Day after
day he sat oo the bench and
watched the kids winning game
,after game -- sometimes inthe
most dramatic fashion.

and dream without being partof
the saction, For his role now
had become that of the “Old
Pro'" to whom the younger play-
ers came to only for advice --
and lttle of that,

From time to fime he was
inserted fnto the Hneup only to
find that the team didn*t do so
well with him in there, There

- were rumors that his presence
in the lineup was ocaly causing

dissenslon among the younger

fellows,

R got to the point fn mid-
summer: where even the taxi-
drivers .- the men who seem

to get lnside information at -

. times -. openly discussed the

- RECD_ CAMPING
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It wasnt easy to sit there

North Farmington’s invaslon
of Stevenson also will matcha
couple of champs, North Farm-

also was a cioch to

ington
-end In a share of the North-

west crown while Stevenson was
certain to wind up no” worse
than ted for first in the In-
terlakes League.

Stevenson had a 6-0 record
when it went against Waterford

CIsS

gories, He has intercepted four
rasses to rank fifth and in kick-
ot returns, his elghth with 367
yards in 14 carries for 26.2

yards, -

Kicker Jerry Depyster of the
Lions ranks 17th in punting
with an average of 38,8 yards
in 26 boots, )

Atter Simmday's game, the
Lions head away for a date with
the Los Angeles Rams, the
only unbeaten team In the NFL,

Young Churchill
Defense Airtight

‘Talk about superiativedefens
stve -play ... and Churchill
High’s football team must move
into the spotlight,

In beating GardenCity West's
Junior varsity, 20-6, Thursday,
the Churchill team, comprised
of only tenth graders, held West
to zero yards rushing.

West made 26 yards in the
first half on the ground, then
was spilled for 26 in the sec~
ond half.

Tackles' Bob Meyers andDon
Olson feamed up with Jack ste«
wart, a linebacker, and Deanis
Sakovich, an end, to sparkle on
the defense for Churchill, now
2-3, in its first season of ace
tion.

.

WEST JUMPED off to a 7-0
lead with a 54-yard drive inthe

Kaline

problem,

.o

..

“THOSE KIDS won't play with
the Old Pro in there,” one of
the taxi-drivers confided one
afternoon on the way into town

after a game, “I know, because *

some of them ride with me,

“The Tigers would be bet-
ter off if they traded him for
another good pitcher or 2 short-
stop..."

Al had reached the polnt in
his career where it was sald
that he no longer was wanted,

But any meation using him
in a trade in the dire hunt for
a shortstop or more pitching
rstrength only brought the com-
ment from the Tiger officlals
that Al wis eatitled to be with
a winner and realize his dream
of playing in a world series, Tt
was for this sentimental rea-
son that he never was offered
in trade, :

Meanwhile, the Tigers were
heading toward the penfidnt
without him In the lineup and
each afternoon Al's dream of
playing in & world series seem-
ed further away.

Now and then Manager Mayo
Smith inserted him Into- the
lineup and -kept silent on his
plans,

e

WITHOUT EVER bre;
this sllence Manager Mayo
Mayo Inserted Al into the line-
up that night late In September

Continued on Last Sports Page

hampions Get Bonus

ot
in an all-out game Friday. -
AR SO Bl
THE BENTLEY-FRANKLIY
rivalry in Livonia has been
“of the best in prep football
recent years, The indicatiofid
were that Bentley would tak
an unbeaten record agahf
once-conquered Franklin. 3
It would be the champ Gf
co-champ (Bentley) of the S\P-

Northwest 100p, - H
Bentley has been among the

ranked teams fo the state

can't afford to slip hst

Franklin n the afternoon &n~

‘counter scheduled for Frankiin.
Some othey nearby rivalsalso

are booked for the weekend.

N
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3
3
LIKE NORTHVILLE at Clar-
enceville, Southfleld at Fargu-
ington and Wailed Lake at Pjy-
mouth. ?
Only the Northville - C
enceville game will be a 1
(Wayne Oakland) affalr. -
others will be -non-l

i

{irst period. A pass (romJelrry
Olface to Paul Meeks covel

26 yards and set up the first
score -~ a one-yard c’rsvﬁ by

Meeks, -
Jack Hachiaglan booted:ithe

extra polnt, 3
West countered  with'!its

touchdown In the second pefiod
and cut the Churchill leaf to
7-6 at half-time.

But in the third perlod, Chur~
chill put together a 55-yard
march in which Evan Smith,
Oljace and John Cerretani car-
ried the bail, withSmithsweep=~
Ing end for the final 10 and the
touchdown, .-

The 'same trlo of backs ran
as Churchill moved 65 yards for
its third touchdown in the fourth
pericd, Smith again went over,
this time from six yards out.

Churchill ends its seasdn
Thursday, meeling Clareitd-
ville JVs. o

SR

Sports Briefs

wayne State Universitils
cross-country teams have padi-
ed 27 .500 or better seasods

in 36 years of conducting the
sport since 1929,

®

SA.
Wayne State Unlver?g;'
freshman fullback John Re

Monahan is the son of fortjer
Detroft Lion guard Regis Mgh-
ahan of the 1935-38 periad.

George Crawford, Wiyne
State Uulversity Senfor wing-
back, bettered the WSU carc¥r
punt return record of 31"
John Hazely during the cur
season and each return extef
Dbis own record,

MALE & FEMALE -

HELP.
WANTED

Retirees ~
~Welcome!

Part or Full Time 3
Experionce not necassary:,

. Call in person at: 4w
AMERICAN HARDWARE',
.8 Mile &t Merriman '
Livonia“— 4786240
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