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POINTS OF VIEW

John Engler, please come home again .

\ Tho MEGA debato ln no longer on
‘the merita of a state tax plan but the
‘inconsistency of Gev. John Engler.

1 As legislator and first-time guberna-
‘torial candldate, Engler used to say,
“Governmont shouldn't be picking
,wlnnou n.nd losers.” Now, with tho

ic Growth A rity,
he proposts gMng tax mdlu to com-
:pantes that § hero.

At Adam Smith's tomb.
John Engler, won't you please come
home?

The state Senate passed the MEGA
bill; the Houso rejected It once, but ap-
pmved adifferent version Tuesday.

Tha Inue isas cld as thu Amorican
H. Prosi-

" "The situation is best summed upin
‘this bit of doggerel, designed to be sung
:t0 the tune of “Bill Balloy. Won't You
{Pleaso Como Home":
: Won't you come hame, John Engler?
‘ Won't you come home?
-beem!l got hold of youl
' MEGA picks busineas winners,
Alt others lose,
. No more free market for you.
. Mackinac Center's angry,
. Deetroit News, too,
: Since from your principles you roam.
: There't laissez-{aire gloom

dent thlngtnn 's treasury socretary
and oconomic gure, wanted to make
the fladgling nation an industrial pow-
er. All the states’ debts would bo as-
sumed and paid off, 100 cents on the
dnl!n.r, by the fedc:njl government — to

ufactured goods to prevent fraud and
ensure guality. Roads and canals
would mova commerce. Inventors und

ve
bank would overses s system of credit
and money — mobilizing capital.
‘Tariffs an imports would protect “in-

thelr brai would be
Bounties and hlgln wag;u would be pald

Gov. Jamus BlnnchArd Engler's pned.n

whn rlghz or mng but hw En;lcr H

cessor, carbon-copi 99,,. n which ke |
Milliken agendn. campuigned nnd embnwod adifferent
As a campaligner, Engler paid polnt of view — after the election.

homage to the ideas of Scottish econc-
roist Adam Smith, who promoted non-
interference {“lalssez-faire”) in his
landmark work, * oalth of Na-
tlons,” in 1776. Hamilton specifically
denounced the wozk,

Smith ripped apart the mercantile
system of King Goeorge II: confining
mnnufac:;:rinz to tho moLher wuntry.

to fi

it’a gotting to be a habit. In 1990 Bn--
gler never compaigned on the nution of |
abolishing the General Asaistance wel-
fare program; but he did it aftarthe |
election. Through the 1980s until 1994,.
ho supported echool reform logislation |
and tough state etandarda. This year :
he wanta to rip up the School Code,
zm: out the tests, junk toacher accredi-

row
ma’erials, requiring al} transportation
by British ships, forbidding trads be-
twoen the colonies and other nations.
Smith favored thoe “division and spe-
{alization of labor” and free trade,

to skilled

fant induatries,” not to mention from Europe.
finance the fcdemi Raw Hamilton's policy of ing in-
inls wouldn't d. Gov- dustry was cmulated by Republican

omment would lnlpect domestic man-

Gov, Willlam Milliken. Democratic

guided by “the invielblo hand” of con-
sumeor demand. Said Engler: Cut taxes
ond get big government out of tho way.
1In tho 1995 version of this 219-ycar-
old debate, the central element is not

tati dards and trust that local
schnol boards will lead us in the paths
of Plato and Aristotle. Now thero is his!
MEGA plan,

Asa national role beckons Engler,
one is forced to wonder: What princi-
ples will ho abandon next?

Tim Richard reporta on the local im-
plications of atate and regional events. |
His Touch-Tone voice mail number is |
{313) 953-2047 ext, 1883,

LETTERS

‘Support SMART

. no of the most divinive jasucs

: faced by the Oakland County

H Board of Commissioners in 1095
‘has been how to provide reliable masa
‘transportation to those who need it.

. I understand that the majority of
:those who depend on the Suburban
‘Mobility Authority for Regional Trans-
.portation {SMART) often have no
‘other means of transportation. Many
-are handicapped or elderly and cannot
drive, Others are younger, often stu-
'dunu who aren't legally entitled to
hnvu adriver's liconse,

That's why I support a reliable mass
.(mnnpormllon system for tho tri-coun-
'ty area. It is important to remember, a8
'l)}mve‘ "mkbdn::’ that wo cannot

rsnatching away their primary form of
mobility.
' In my support of continued
1SMART-provided masa transit ser-
‘vices, I am also mindful that some of
:tho cost of providing that service falls
-on those who don't uso the sorvice. In
‘other words, tho servico is subsidized
H i by the taxpayers.

. Taxpayer support for public services
ia the norm. It is nothlng unusual,

ve
libraries thoy don't use, museurns thoy
don't patronize and parks they don't
visit. They recognize that parks and li-
braries contribute to tho high quality
of lifo in Oakland County.

It is no different with mass t.rampor-

1 am convineed the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners is up to the
task of putting tho wheelsin motlcn to

You atop to refloct a moment. Maybe
you'ro just exhausted. It’s been wzelm
getting thia ready. Your

the verge of setting us frec. Yet it nover.

does. Inatead wo find cmptiness. We |
8eo lves lost to forces beyond our;

fino, but how you still fecl want-

resolve this dilemma. We
ers can clear the way to ensure that bus
sorvico is uninterrupted, but it is up to
tha voters to decide how long that ser-
vico will bo provided.

'I‘hnl, inmy oplnion, is what repre-

tation. It would be

offer mass transportation to those on a

fixed income and lhen price it beyond

their means.

Tho difficulty h ln lmlnnclng lhe .
and thot

When wo ask k taxpaycra to chouldcr

much of tho fi

is all about.
thn wo want to know the will of the
people on important issues, tho sim-
plest method of finding out is to nsk.
Their voto will constitute their answer,
ohn McCulloch, R-Royal Oak,
Qalkland County Commissioner

there is the possibility that thoy may
say no. That ia the difference between
arequest and a demand.

Although I strongly support the
SMART mass tranait sorvice, I am
cequally supportive of allowing tho vot-
«cra to make tho final decision.

At the Isat meoting of the Board of
Commissioners, many of those who
rely on the SMART systom made it
clear to us just how important the ser-
vice is to them. Their message was not
lost on the commission.

Hope for the world
our eyea burn as you stare into
Y the computer monitor. It's been
fivo hours straight crashing for
tomorrow's presentation.

It's ready — the logic, the flow, the
charts — color coordinated and cvery-
thing. You'll knock them dead when
they sec this. So why the empty void
you feel Inside?

ing.

Today wa are overwhelmed as we cre-
ate and procesa ever more information,
Wo continually try to increase our con-
trol over our data, our environment,
and even our destiny. Our lives have
become immersed in a culture that
lures us away from truth and morals.

Weplug into anlelcctmnh: world of

control.

So what arc we doing? Where arewe:
gomg’ It scems our notion of progress
ia not able to make us happy. We need;
more, something beyond lozic and ma-
terial gain. We need & greater aware-
ness and understanding in our lives.

Gredually wo come to realize there
cxists a powerful, Joving being that
nurtures ourhvcu, When wo feel cmply
and lesa, we should

hedonism, and greed. C ]

scek profits, and politics is o shameless
struggle for control among rival inter-
osts.

We find liberalism short on morals,
and conservatism long on hardship.
Wao confuse consensus with truth, and
engage in moral improvisation.

Constant and complex change make
us weary and uneasy, In settling old
problems, we create new ones. Onco
viewed as orderly, our world is becom-
ing chaotic. It scems life changes with-
out cnd, but doesn't progress toward
anything.

Technology always scema to be on

that we are at the center of God's con- -
cern.

We are not Jost. For he satisfies the
thirsty saul, and fills the hungry soul
with good (Psalm 107:9).

Wo find that the Lord fills our empty
void. This world is here to ready us to
be with him. Though we may falter
along the way, by his grace we know he
welcomes us. Jesus said “that everyone
who believes in him may have cternal

life” (John 3:15), As it was millennin
ago, and as it will millennia from now,
his graco provides hope for our chang-
ing world.
Jeff Luknn.s, Farmington Hills

BATHTUB REFINISHING

WARRANTY

10 YEAR AVAILABLE
SAVE 80% OVER REPLACEMENT

~
Moving? Redecorating? Liquidating?

Lamps « cnaaanllm « Qil Paintings « Prints + Crystal « Silver « Clocks

Micrors « Collectibies - and more!

PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY

;"’""" e 00 o  CERAMIC TLLE CHIMNEYS
15800 o “zzmewener | | HIGH QUALITY PRE-OWNED FURNITURE, | | :Slcancd,
op"s““;“&;}’}’ Wmm DEGOR ACCESSORIES AND ANTIQUES 'gcpaired
v Vo WANTED -
- « Dining Rooms « Wall Units « Sofas » Tahles « Chairs « Curios

ROOFS

« Repaired
* Re-Roofed

Muffy & Hoppy are ready for Easter!
« Special Outlits: Bunny, Egg Dccomlln
Easter Fantasy, Chick and many more!
« LuLy her Dog. Oatsl the Horse, Websier the
Duck, ty e Goose, Patty the Cow, Mary
‘7£¢ Datl Fospital & Toy Soldios Sksp
3941 w "” Mll.‘ﬂd » Barkioy (l‘ﬂ MH“I

 Muffy VanderBear® & friends
« Callector Eggs & Parcelain Egg Cups m&z
<y t
the Lamb, Rudy the Pig & More!
03130, et

EXCLUSIVE 3-DAY SELL-OFF
a5 CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED LEXUS
OF AUTOMOBILES

ntant "
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Ak
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T

« WE'LL APPRAISE IT » WE'LL DISPLAY I¥ IN OUR STORE +
. + WE'LL ADVERTISE T

We'll Sell It For You Fast « One liem Or A Whole Househul!
IN-HOME APPRAISAL AND PICK-UP AVAILABLE
ON SITE ESTATE SALES ALSO + CALL FOR DETAILS

RE-SELL-T ESTATE SALES

34760 Grand Rives » Farmingion — Working For You Since 1981 —
0N, THRU SATURDAY: 10 AM - 67M

SUNDAY: NOON - & PM (l|o)478‘sELL

CROWN conmcnns,‘mc

42210 W, 10 Miie, Nov!
(313) 427-398lI (Bl(,)) 344—4577

SINCE 1852

he APY

How Liquid Is Gur Money Market Account?

The fiquidity of our Prime Yield Money Markat sccount aliows you to get st as
much of your eollected funds a3 you want. You cen sven writs chacks against your
accounit. And in the meantime, sam a good bit of fterest. lsn't that refroshing.
prpsreiitipviobyiiiatoiorsusiotatimbini o thies b dnpepio proibcedionnd
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