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Alcohol suspected in ‘violent’ fatal car crash

By
gA'B'l'l.vL COUTANT

< Farmington Hills police sua-
Jeoct that aloohol was a fector in a
fatal trafflc accident on
‘Northwestern Highway Monday.
Qne of the two cars Involved was
driven on & wheel rim for almest
;_:]oimuM before impact, polioe

1% Tha crash, at Northwestorn and
‘Middlobelt, killed Joifrey DBar-
nard Gragy, 50, of West Bloom-
feld. He was driving a Pord
Taurua station wagon south on
Middlebelt at about 5:40 am.
‘when the car was struck by a Mer-
cury Sablo that was hoaded west
on Northweatern.

The cars collided in the center
of the intersoction, The impact
Yot Gragg's car on the southweat
shoulder of the intersoction. The
Sable had hit, then backed on to,
the north shoulder of Northwest-
«em, on the west sida.

* ‘The driver of the Sable, a resi-
dent of Grand Blanc, was taken to
Botaford General Hospital in
Farmington Hills, where she In
listed in critical and guardad con-
dition. Gragg was taken to Provi-

donoe, but could not be revived.

“It wes a pretty viclent colli-
sion,” said Hills traffic Supervi-
sor Sgt. Dannis Groen. “And nol-
ther car had air bage.”

Groen aaid the surviving motor-
I3t was the responsible driver, Po-
lics are trying to obtain &
warrent for blood to determine If
shs was under tho Influesce of
druga or aloohol at the time. 8bo
could face felony negligent homi-
cido charges, Green nsid.

Ono reason police suspoct alco-
hol or drugs was that the Bable
travellod almost two miles with
no tire on the left front tim. The
bare rim made {ts mark on the
pavement and was somewhat {lat-
tened when tho driver applied the
brakes befors Impact.

Polico were not able to deter-
wino if either driver was wearing
a oceat belt because paramedics
had worked gulckly to remove the
victims, and damage to the driv-
ora’ compartmonta was severe.

Groen sald apesding probably
was not a factor. But the speed
limit, 50 mph on Northwestern, {s
{:1:! enough to make an impact fa-

Fatal crash: A West Bloomfield reside

auto on Nosthwestern Highway in Farmington Hills.

nt, driving the car pictured, died Monday after smashup with anothér

County gives thumbs down to plan for ‘free’ local park

BY MARGARET O'BRIEN
BTAFF Warrza

Froo was oven too costly fot the
Oakland County Parks and Rec-
reation Commisalon, which re-
cently decidod against applying
for & ntate grant to buy the 80-acre
Carponter Lake property, near 10
Mile and Inkster roeds,
The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources grant would
have coversd the county’s portion
of the $475000 price togx —
$356,000. Owners Qakland Com-
munity College trustes Judith
‘Wiser and former Southleld may-
or James n would have
writtan off the rest.
Most of the six commissioners
who voted against filing the appli.
. cation asid they believed it was
* inappropriate to go against the
. wishes of Southfiald. City officials

bad d Jtion to o

the way we're talking about doing,
then we, in our local eapacity,
would say 'No,"" commis-
sloner John Olsen uald, referring
to comments from Southfield ad-
mintstrator Robert Block.

In a Jan. 6 letter to tho county,
Block sald the plan was not the
beat way to Zudress the 1

B 'It's ono of the few natural places loftIn
paved-ovor Southfiold. Arnd nature Is ono of the
few placos peoplo say they can feel atons :

with thelr God.’

Sandra Zhihar

resident

noeds In the arca. “This activity
would not create a positive impact
on the city of Southfield,” Block
wrote. “It could, at best, serve
very little of the true needs of
some 400,000 residents who live
in southern Oakland County,”
Other opposing commisaloners
indicated that “free” might cost
the county quits a bit over the

for froe.

Johnaon guessed, based on are-
cent dam project at Lake Loulse,
that replacing the dam on the
property alone would cost
$300,000 to $400,000, Other costs
for clearing troes and putting in
trails would also have to be cav-

ored by the county.
fong baul. Johnson and Olsan were joinsd
C § Ruth Joh by fasl Pocky Lewis,
said she wu’oot:wmud nboutsttu Jean Fox, Kay Schmid und Rich-
dition of U] e

county park on the site.

“1¢ wo were sitting In a local ea-
pacity and the county wanted to
como In and purchase the land

said open wells, dumping and &
dilapldated dam would meke it
an expensive project for tha coun-
ty even if it can acquire tho land

ard Skaritt in voting against ap-
plying for the grant. Commission.
ers Thomas Law, L. Brooks
Patterson, George Kuhn and
Richard Kuhn, Jr. voted yes.

If the commission hod voted
yes, it would have started a one-
year application process that
would have likely resultsd in an
approval by the Michigan DNR.
Carpenter Lake would have then
become only the second park in
the southeast comer of the coun-
ty. Red Onks waterpark in Madi.
son Helghta is the only county
park east of Middlebelt Road and
south of M-569.

It would have also been the
county's smallest — by far. Moat
of the county’s 10 parks are be-
tween 600 and 1,100 acres. The
amallest, Glen Onks, is 124 scres.

Atworney Michzel S
who represents Wiser and Clark-
son, sald he was surprised that
the commission would turn down

y
right mind do that?” Schwartz
paid, ndding that Wiser and
Clarkson will probably refocus
their efforts on marketing the
Jand to a residential dovel

ing p T
“It just doesn't sound like a good
deal,” Southfield parks and recre-
ation director Jef Farland said
earlier. .
Though reaction from nearby
homeowners to the park plan wes
decidedly sovernl South-
field residenta shosred up st tho
commission's public hearing
Weodnesd. ing to nsk com-

“Tho big losers are the citizens
of Oskland County because they
are now deprived of a county

* Schwartz said, sttributing
the losa to politics.

Wisor caid earlier that South-
field’s objection to the sale now,
and in the past when the city

up opportunities to pur-
chase the land, were the resuit of
sour political grapes.

She said the obstruction dates
back to 1977 when she ran i a
hotly contested mayoral race
against Southficld Mayor Donald

Fracassi,
City officials said thero in noth-

missioners to go ahead with plans
(or the park. R
“I'm In favor of a park. I think
it would be tho best use for it,”
sald resident John O'Conner, who
ovms the dam on tho lake in hia
backyard. “There are not a lot of
place left in Southfield tike this.”
Southfield resident Sandra

Zhibar

“It's one of the few natural
places left in paved-over South-
field,” she naid, adding that the
naturally wooded ares is food for
tha soul. “And nature is one of
the few placea peaplo say they can
foel at ono with their God.”

Br Lagry O'Conniont
Srais waTER

Storics about the ones that
got eway will be heard now that
Shiswasaee Park has [anded &
fishingderby. .-

The competition Saturday,
Aprit 29, is a jolnt veniure for
kida and adults alike. Children
will fish from 9-10:30 am.;
adults join tho casting fray from

10-16 inches in longth. Fich are
contained within a specific
area, using a mesh fencing run-
ning to each river bank.
Farmington Hills Parks Su-
perintendent Andy Lang and
city naturalist Joe Derek gavo u
detby preview at Monday's
Farmington Clty Council moet-
Ing. Farmington Hills and
- Parmington are working togeth-
- eron this year's event.

Gone fishin’: derby set

“Let's go fishing,” naid Faro-
tigsen Maver Arnie Campbell.
A pond on the Ri
campus of Oakland Community
College in Parmington Hills
was the aite of Last year's derby.
Only 75 were allowed to fish.
Twice as many — 160 — will
be able to participate at
Shiswassce Park, organizers
sald, The river sotting, with
overhanging trves and shade,
des cooler waters, which
trout thrive in, Derek said.
Organizers will meet with De-
partment of Natural Resources
porsonne! to discuss any pollu-

tion conoerns.

Southfield, through which
the Upper Rouge flows, has
sponsored a fishing derby for
the past 11 years. Participants
there are allowed to keep up to
five fish they catch.

At th t, P

gram.

“I'd like to see a catch-and-
kevp,” Farmington's Campbell
eald,

Added Lang, “It's not a river
without life. To what degroe of
pollution there is, wo're going to
try and determine that before
(the derby).”

Fishing will take place on
both sides of the river, but will
be limited to the Power Road
side of the park. Organizers vill
get a special DNR permit to al-
low peoplo to fish without a li-
cense during the derby.

No fee will be charged to par-
ticipants. A vendor in Kalkas-
ka, Mich. will supply the trout.

“You baven't thought about
putting lobster in there, have
you?" asked Farmington Coun-
cilman Dick 'l\lpp:r Jokingly. N

ton of 1

o
favors a catch-and-reloass pro-

o &'
bass, either.

Gil from page;IA

In residential areas, the compa-

ny drills Into the property from

* outside, where it owna property,
" Clottschalk said, When resld

sell thelr oll and gas rights, they
get royaltios from any production.
. Ihwmpuydmnmhmoroll
on {ts property, it will likely drain
the rescurce from nearby proper-

ty. .
y'-nm rueans that if they don't
sall their oil or gas rights. thay el-
ther don't get any benefit, they
wanld heve to do ::‘hmw‘: drill-

v or get & com| come
:2‘-" he sald. “That would hurt

o we migh

-:competitor

* wouldn't give

who
ﬂllﬂdl
M:lodgmwhmnh-
drilling alte.’
%" But the company bas run afoul
: ooks upon the

written the company, directing it
to stop the actlvity. Blasel), who
said the city had complaints
about the same type of actlvity
last , doesn't buy the distine-
tlen buying and selling.

“The ordinance was designed
specifically to oddrees this type of
situstion,” Blasell sald.

Any company interested [n s0-
liciting must register with the clty
beforehand. Blassll said Weat

company not saoliciting, but to
ater 1ts intentlons would be
to competitors to try for the
282D8

be pumped into tha ground when
thoy leave.”

BN BN

Glve LS, Savings Boads. Get
them at your bank, and be sure
1o ask for a gift certificate.
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