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Fleld events key for North;
Mercy hopes fo retain tltle

BYDAN O'MpaRA
HTayY Warma

Field events will play an im-

nt role in determining how

well North Farmington does in
rls track and field this year.

For one thing, the Raiders are
quite taiented in field events,
with et lesst ane ounundlng per-
former in each of th
P urther-

events,

“1 think the
field events
will be sur
strongeat

Gorgon
N. Famington
ares,” North coach Bill Piagell
said “We're :mnx into meets ex-

to score 22 t0 25 poinu in

the field events, and we're going

to have to score that many or
morv to win some meeta.”

The Rasiders sre especially

strong in the throwicg events,

boasting wluv. could ‘I:clhc best

(] TRACK

both to throw over 120 feot.”
Carric May went aver 5 feet in
the high jump, and Burcar had
the recond-best long jump in the
arca at 16-4%. Both are juniors
who qualified for stats last year.
“I'm hoping {May) will be able
to go higher than 5 feet and jump
pretty conalstent for us,” Pinnell
sald. 1 bope (Burcar) can jump
in the upper 164 and even get into

- thelow 17s."

Sophomoares Tricia Traczyk
and Michelle Marsce add depth
in the high jump, junier Beth
Purcell in the long jemp and jun-
or Marie Casadio in the ahot put.

Burcar also earncd all-area
bonors in the 400-meter dash
with a school-record time of 588,
She also will run the 200, posaibly
the 800 and sprint relays.

quarter-miler who transfe
Rochester Adams,

Gordon afzo doubles as a hur-
dler and had a school-record time
of 163 in the 100s, but North is
i ol d after that.

one-two

Senior Aliahs Gordon and jun-
ior Devonie Pinzl were first-team
all-area in the shot put and
discus, respectively. Gordon sct &
school record in the shot (37.2)
and placed seventh in the state.
Ske also threw the discus 117-11.
Pinzl was second in Obtserverland
with & discus throw of 113-3 and
placed 14th in the state.

“These are probably
two events slang mr.h (Hul.ha)

the ahot over 40 feet, and I'm bop-
ing Devonie will throw consistent-
1y over 30. In the discus, I look for

Scphomores Monica Crerwin-
ski and Ava Lals and senlor Alli.
son Branton return as the top
sprinters in addition to Burcar.
‘Thoss three and Gordon formed
the 400 relay team.

“(Crerwinski and Lals) had
real good yeara for freshmen,”
Pinnell said. “Both ran croes
munlry‘ and I think thoy're

In the half mile and distance
runs, the Raiders are weaker for
having lost Keegan Keefover to
gradustion and Jamie Brenner for
health reascns.

Junior Amanda Hough had a
good yesr in the 1,600 end 3,200,
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Pinnel! sald.

North also retumns seniors
Elaine Wollf and Darcie Loh-
mann, junior Kerrle Simpson and
sophomorea Becky Naglik and
Meg Wolfl, who is still recovering
from stress fractures in both legs.

Senlor Tars Keefover, lopho-
more Jill Tumer and
Katie Howle are promising dil-
tance runners, too.

The Raiders were 5-1 io dual
meets, placed third in the West.
emn Lakes Activities Association
and won the city meet for the sec-
ond straight year.

. “If we had just lost Keegan to
graduation, we'd probably have as
strong a team as last year,” Pin.
nell seid, “But losing Shannon
and Jamle, we won't be as strong
until we find same people Lo step

up.

“1f we do, we'll be ablo to hold
our own, but I bellove a lot of
otber teams in the conference
have Improved, a0 vrerv going to
have ous handa full.

Farmington Mercy

The Marlins will try to win a
nixth consecutive Catholic League
championship, but they face a
growing challenge, according to
coach Gu'y Servais.

Livonia Ladywood is
impmved. Birmingham
always has

good athletes and
Dearborn Divine Child bas 76
girls on ita team.

“Wem not going to give it
away,” Servals sald. “They're
going to have to fight for it. They
still have to come to our placs to
goi it tea,

“I'm zure these seniors don't
want to be the ones to let the

greatly
Merian

tradition go."
One of the senlors is among the
top BOO runners in the state — Ei-

leen O'Connell, an =il -state
runner in croes country and rack.

She was third in the stsw and
all-area in the BOO the isst two
years. She holds the school record
in that event (2:15.6) and could
break records in the 1,600 (5:13)
and 3,200 (11:18).

“She's as good or better than
ever,” Servais said. “Her name
could be up there (on the record
board) in five events by the end of
the year,” including relays.

0'Connell was the runner-up In
the Class A individual croes
country meet and has been the
most valuable member of the
track team for two years.

Junlor Amy Buhl retums after
winning the Catholic League titlo
in the 100 Surdles and placing
fourth in the county.

“She's tho best hurdler I'vo
bad,” Servais seid. “I'm hoping
she cas repeat in the 100 and im-
prove big time in the 300.”

Mercy lost thoowem Renee Ar-
ceno and Teaan Copprue to grad-
ustion after they finisbod one-two
in the shot and discus at the

Y.
The Maslins have senlor

f"' Lis (m
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Upward mobllity: Farmington senior Andrea Salyer is one of Observerland’s top return-

ing high jumpers.

sprinter Laquetts Freeman back,
and senior Sommer Woods has
decided to run track fnstead of
play golf. Mercy loet third-team
all-grea Tarrie Smith whea sho
trensferred to Onk Park.

“That's going to hurt because
{Smith) scored almaat 100 points
as a freshman last year,” Sorvais
sald. “But, with all theso new
kids, wo might be better In the
aprinta we have been in a
long time.”

Servais Is encouraged by the
eddition of freshman Rashida
Rudofph, junior Karen Benedict
and sophomore Jamila Jackson.

Senior Brandy Jonhson will
help in the 460 end 800, and
sophomore Betsy Gignac, a croes
country runner, passed on soccer
torun too. 3

The Marlins lost Ay Freund,
the school-record holder In the
3,200, but return juniors Lisa
Nobles, who was socond in the
league In the 800, and Mellesa
Tluczek. Freshmen Jackle Segue
and Mandy Phelps pmvldo depth.

“Weo have 30 kids we're trylng
to work Into the mix,” Servels
saidl “We've never bod that hig
group of new people in a few
years, snd trying to find the right
apota for them [s the biggest chal.
lenge.

"But there's a lot of talent

ere. 1 like the attitude end 1
dzlnk it's mhgmpq oft by the
end of the year.”

Farmington High

The Falcons are strangest In
the high jump with the retum of
senjor Andrea Salyer and tha dia-
tance races.

Salyer was among the best

Elloen D‘(:onnell

Davonie Pinz!

Humer Burcar - ¢

Farm. Mercy

inglike that,

*We'vo had her on a weight pro-
gram, and I think that’s going to
pay off,” he said. “I think she just
neednd to get & little stronger.

e're ng not to overjump
her, either, 1 think she got tired
toward the end of lest year and
loat a lttle of ber spring. We've
been going slow with her.”
ral girls from the atate.
qualifying croas country team are
runnlog track and schould bave o
positive impact in the distance
ovents,

Junlor Anncmarte Grimaldi
was cighth in the 1,600 and 3,200
runs st the WLAA meet, and cen-
Tor Dana Goba ls a veteran runner
with plenty of expericnce.

“Annemarie had a good crose
country season, and I'm hoping
aha can carry through and run the
800 to the 3,200 for us,” Brown

“1 think Dana [s golng to have a
good year in the 3,200, I'm looking
forward to her stepping up. Hope-
fully, this will be Dana’s big

1ump¢n In the area with a belght year.

of 5-4, and Bruce Brown
hopes she can continue perform.

Stingrays capture state’s
age-growp championship

Senior Tracey Finlayson
missed going to state by .20 of a
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this state’s moet wm.lndlu
male swimmers,” Cooper ast:

Hope VanDenbery, 18, md Erin
Bpiro, 13, were runners-up for the
high-point sward [n the 15-and.
over and 13-4 brackets, respec-

tively,

8piro, who just turned 13 and
cotnpetod in her first 13-14 state
meet, won the 100 bulu:ﬂy
(01 oa).ndmom(mum ,

“To move up to the 13-14 m

second In the 800, and Brown
hopes xhe can get there this year.

Junlor Alina Hentnik and
sophomores Aimeo Cameron and
Theresa Derwinski have cross
country backgrounds and return
to run middle and/or long dis:
tances. -

Senlor Colleen Welsing ang
junior Anne Brancaleona are rot
turning sprinters, but thet res
mains an area of concern fol
Brown due ton lock of depth.  }

Junfor Kim Washnock and
sophomore Brittany Dizon help
meke the thrvwinx oventa o teom
strength, The top hurdlers ard
scniors Stacoy Blachford and Kel} -

have
numbers — about 60 girla out
but a lot of young ones.

“A ot dnpondn on the succeif
of out sprinters. If we can pick up
a sprinter or two, we could ba g ;
fittle better than last year. ot

“We're ]unt trying to put !e. :
gother the bes uuk team we calj -
with what m'vc got.” '

13:14 100 backstroke (68.97),

and Alvor placing third In the 13-

. 14 100 breaststroke (1:12.02).

W Cheri Parber of Parmington
Hills belped the Birmingham.
Bloomfield Atlantis win 13.14
shart-cotirse state racet.

style with a time of 25,38, Bhe
alno placed usond
aad b

mnh.
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