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Ustings foatures nows and notes about subur-
ban real estate, Yo list an announcement, write:
Uistings, Real Estate Editor, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 E, Mople, Birmingham 48009.
Our fax number is (810) 644.1314.

& THR I“LM oA

Eloctronts Realty Assoclates hosted its 17th
annual ERA Recognition Rally and Awards Ban-
quet for Dotrolt-area agents March 2 at the Troy
Marriott. Reglonal awards of excellerice were pre-
eonted in 20 real extate-related categories.

‘The event was sponsored by JEM Computers
Inc., Metropolitan Title Co. and 8.J, Enterprises.
ERA hgs 350 real estate professionals in 20 offices
throughout metro Detroit.

& WHO'S WHO

For the thind year in a row, Hall & Hunter Ro-
altors was recognized by Who's Who in Luxury
Real Estate. It was chosen for [ta dedlcation to

Simplify hOme-ortgage shopping |

By BeCKY BURNS
HPZCIAL WhTER

} Ox:e arca mortguge company has
t an | i

seminar in an effort to educate poton.
tial homa buyers on options out thore
for them.

Many mortgage companics periodi-
cally offer similar programs.

Select One Mortgagn Services Corp.
of Farmington Hills held its first
seminar March 16, Tho company'a
comprehensive sominara aro cach one
hour long and provide practical ad-
vice and en overview of the mortgage
process for peopla looking into buying
new homes or refinancing thelr cur-
rent ones,

“I think anything that helps lift the
edueational level of any buyer so that
it takes the foar of the purchase away
{s beneficial,” said Sue Kelly, mana-
ger of Ralph Manuel Realtors in Bir-
mingham.

Source One's goal fs to make the

1 4 1 to glve nl

customer service and becausa it handles many
foremoct properties in Dotroit's northern suburbs,
said Brian Losh, ereator of Who'a Who in Luxury
Real Estate.

‘The 1995 edition can ba ordered by calling 1(
800) 488-4068 or writing to: Who's Who in Luxury
ggglﬂlhw, 2110 Western Ave., Seattle, \Vash.

2 FORUM ATTENDZES
Mary Ann McBroom and Christine Russo of
Chamberialn Real in Blirmingt ded

n
the Certified Realdential Specialiat annual sales
training in San Antonio, Tex

Less than 3 percent of all ngenta hold the CRS

desi; {op, attained by ! courses re-

quired by the Residential Sales Council, a Nation-
al Association of Realtors affiliate, and demon-
strating specific exportise in applied residentlal
real estate marketicg.

Ellen Newvillo of Chamberlain Realtors in Bir-
mingham also has received CRS designation.

W KEW REALTOR

Jane Sol hes joined Ch Real-
tors’ Birmingham office after seven years as the
top selling agent in ita Royal Oak office. Solomon
comes to Birmingham with more than 16 years*
experience.

harlal:

— Becky Burna, epecial writer

CLASSIFIED REAL EOSTRTE

advice to consumers, sald Mark Sera,
the ‘s keti;

exocutive,

“Make it educstional, make It in-
formativo, make it dynamic and peo-
ple will get {nvolved,” ho naid.

d

aro
to look into other mortgage compa-
niea to seo which is right for them.

Sera sald ho and’his company are
confident enough In the work they do
to advise potentisl customers to thor-
oughly ezploro their optiona,

“If they're going to shop around, we
hopo they would make the right
cholco,” he said.

‘The Source One seminar comes
complete with a fill.in-the-blank
workbook for “students” to follow
along In. The company hopes the
hands-on part of the seminar will
prove to be more than just an {n-class
workehoet.

“You can bring it home with you,”
Scra:uhL “You can always refer back

The back of the workbeok contains
four helpful lists: Ways to Rebuild
Your Credit, Seven Ways to Accumu-

1ate a Down Payment, Four Thiogs to
Avo'd When Purchasing a Home, and
How to Increass Your Purchasing
Power. The lists follow a compreben-
sive glossary of mortgage-relsted defi-
nitions.

“A lot of these terms are thrown
around, but unfortunately the public
jan't oducated to what they mean,”
Sera zald.

Some bencfits to interactive semi-

ey

seminsr as upbeat as possible to get?
people interested In the topic and in-
volved (n it
“Once you get buyers who sre will-
ing to participate, then it's interac.
tive,” Wells said. -
Kelly said seminars aro Important
but potential home buyers should not
Toso sight of the fact that their pur.”
pose is to provide a general overview.
“{ usually recommend and make an’
i to meet-

v

nars are that they kecp the audl
involved, and of courac, they bring in
potentlal clients for the company giv-
Ing the seminar.

David Wells, vice president of
MCA Mortgage Corp, in Southfield,
sald it doesn't do the company any
good to have a clasa of 30 participants
whao nll walk out the door when the
scminar enda,

“It usunlly becomen s two-way
street when you get people lnkn:'}ﬂ:

for a

with a loan officer,” she sald.

Loan officers help potential buyers’
figure out what they need to da in or-*
der to meet thelr own personal mort-*
gage needs. .

1n tho meantime, & basic knowl:
odge and a workbook are offered to'
Source One seminar attenders things
they can take home with them foi
present and future use.

For information on Source One
: for  individual’

od," Wells said. “Its a di
sourcs of Information for home
buyers.”

Sera said Sourco One has made the

.Demand adequate ducts; bird-dog repairs

v— I am con-
Qucg‘tg cerned about

the smoke cmanat-
ing from tho ualt
below me through
the common duct
system. The smoke
is so strong, some-
times that It mokes
me 1li, Do I bhave
any rocourse
agamst the nssocl-
ation, na well as my
nolghbora with re-

ROBERT M.
MEISNER

gard to the smoke?

Thisa is indeed a somewhat novel
question and I do not believe

you would be successful in precluding .

your neighbors from smoking in their
unit, unleas thero is some prokibition
in the documents from doing so.
However, to the extent that the
duct work in the building is condu-

cive to the passage of smoke and
other odors from your unit, you may
have a basis to pursue your nclzh'b'an

crential treatment to its own mem-
bers in terms of the priority of the
repeirs that [t has done to the con-
domlnl joct. The directors

for an amount of

and/or the condomlinium association
or the developer, as the casa may be,
in connection with the design and
conatruction of the unit.

In a situation similar to this, a New
Jerscy board of directors took it upon.
Itself to resct moldings and caulk and
to seal holes that could be allowing
smoke to enter a unit. It also in-
stalled door sweeps and weatherstrip-
ping in an effort to avold problems
between various co-owners who were
threataning litigation againat each
other concernlng second hand smoke.
it may be appropriate for you to con-
slder such a request on the part of
your association.

1 have Just learned that our
board of directors gives pref-

beforo
ther of the 1

mortgage

home buyers or for corporation ems.
ployces, coll 1 (800) 736-0090 Ext:
5882 or 5887. '

abuse

getting Involved in conflicts of inter-.,
est, hiring personnel who are unabl
to effectively do the job for the ass
ation and dare the co-owners to suc
them, conaldering the fact that they..

of

Moreover, they are so cheap, thoy
do pot want to spend the money
necessary to properly repalr my
unit. I want to suo them, but em
concerned about the cost. What
can I do?

of con-

are by

The Condominium Act gives a co~;
owner the right to compel the associa-,:
tion nnd ita directors to comply with
the condominium documents, includ-
ing the need to repair units properly.
You should consider the possibility of |

ing the boal itically and
getting together with other co-owners

J]

! "l b
A dominium owners in Michigan
are in o similar plight. They areon o
fixed income and do not have the eco-
nomic means to fight the condomini-

um aud thels d
who may be backed by their insur-
ance carrier.

Mare and more boards of directors
are abusing their prerogatives and

{larly situated in your candomini-,
um to pursue the board of directons
and the association for any abunes of
their discretion and/or conflicts of in-,
terest. ‘

You also may have a right to obtain'
legal fees if you are puccessful in pur-
suing the association, depending!
upon the theory that you utilize.
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