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POINTS OF VIEW

Transportation becomes a voting rights issue

just lost the right to vote on public
transportation.

That's becauso Monday night my
township board voted 4-1 against joln-
{ng the just-formod Onkland County
Transportation Authority.

So Weat Bloomfield resldents won't
participate in the June G election on
whether to improve public transporta-
thon to, from and within our suburbs,

1t means that If the question passes,
Vest Bloomfield residents won't pay

Meanwhlile, back in West Bloom-
fleld, four trustees {(Michas} Schwartz,
Marc Schulman, Ray Holland and
Dennls Vataia) cast my voting rights
away. Only township Suporvisor Joddy
Hood wan in favor, with two other
board members absent,

Schwartz and Schulman, formerly in
favor of the vote, sald that with tho for-
metion of the authority, it Is no longer
a countywide queation.

‘They added that since only com-

the .33 mill property tax | being It
sought — about $33 on a $200,000
home.

1t also means West Bloomfield resi-
dents won't reap any transportation
benefits from that increase,

Similar votes ~ whether to join the
new authority and participato in the

which rely on public trans-
portation wHl be voting — already
Highland, Lyon, White Lake, Inde-
pendence, Roso and Holly have with-
drawn — the deck Is stacked against
West Bloomficld voters,

Of course, that’s provided my fellow
rﬂldienuurv against tho tax increase.

t ia Seb .

election — will be taken th h
our suburbs within the nest couple of
weeks. Southfiold, for instance, will ad-
dreas it Monday.

So far, Troy has elected to bo part of
the new transportation authority and
the June 6 election.

s that

Went Bloomfleld would vote down
more monay for public transit since
“Most of our citizons do not uge it."

Pleas of audience members, who
tumed out with very little notics for
the special meeting, were listened to

but not heard.

1lene Singer zaid sho was very upsct
that the board thought it had to protect
her from this vote.

“I'm thinking I'm old enough to look
out for myself.”

She found the board short-aighted in
thinking that just becauso fow resi-
dents ride buses, public tranait isn't
important to the Weat Bloomlicld arca.

d ic help. Not everyono has the
mongy to call a taxi.”

Narindor Kuthuria said: “It has al-
ways been a concern that Detroit has a
poor transportation aystem. I feol good
that we at Jcast have some form of
transportation.” Now, even that ia in
jeopardy, he said.

Pauline Sabaroff, a grandmother,
was concerned for the young people. “It
Is terribly unfair that in ons of the
richest counties (Oakland) in tho
world,” young people can’t get around
unless they have sceesa to a car,

Her husband, Amold, 71, recalls
cven in the 1820s thero was an interur-
ban lino “all the way out to Casa
Lake.” Ho tolked of “a real public

“Many (West Bloomficld) buel

fon system” as the road to

8 rely on employees who use publfc
i !

lesa p fewer road repairs and
the key to a thriving metropolitan De-
trolt,

Public transportation bas slways’
boen a tricky issue here in car-driven
metropoliten Detroit. And it is fair to
say that the SMART system could bo
run emarter,

Critics point to too many empty or
near-empty large buses on trunk line
routes. At the same time, they say
thero are not enough ematier, off-shoot
buses and vans for the actual noeds of
ridere In Oakland County.

8till, Detroit is probably the only
major metropolitan area with no viable
public transportation.

But talk is cheap. And Singer, Ku-
thuria, the two Sabaroffs and I won't
get a chance to have our say where it
counts — at the ballot box. Will you?

Judith Doner Berne, ¢ West Bloam-
field resident, is former managing edi-
tor of The Eccentric Newspapers.

Reduce drunken driving by changing our lifestyles

he tmost dovastating thing that

can happen to a parent, aa I've

watched lifo, {s the death of o
teenager — a kid on the brink of man-
hood or womanhood snuffed out in a
teaffic aceident, eapecially by a drunk-
endriver,

‘A reporter’s toughest job, in my ex-
perionce, ia to knock on the door of
grieving parenta and enk for a picture
of the dend teen, often a yearhook por-
trait.

So It wasn't exactly fun last Sunday
tado a “Spotlight” program on Chan-
nel 7 with Ed and Peggy Babinski, par-
ents of tho late 18-year-old Christine,
and Warren Councilman Jim Fouta,
But it was an issue that had to be dis-
cussed,

‘Al three support a proposed city or-
dinance to confiscate the cars of scc-
ond-offense drunken drivers who have
praviousty had thoir licenses suspend-
ed. Fouts said, “Judges and law en-
forcement officers are not enforcing the
laws on the books.” Their theme:

Catering to every minority’s whims

“Anything” that gets habltual drunk
drivers out of their vehiclos. Mrs. Ba-
binski would keep them from behind
the whee for seven years.

I've heard this dobated for a decade:
Moro punishment, tough new lawas,
more punishment. In tho mid-1980s,
the Legislature provided for joil and
prison terms for second- and third-of-
fense drunken drivers.

Before thoso laws were passed, the
odds that any drunken driver would be
arrested wore one in 3,000. After they
took cffect, the odds were one in 3,000.
If we pass harsher local ordinances,
harsher stato lawa or even federal laws
with more creative punishments, the
odds of arreating any individual drunk-
en driver are one in 3,000,

Michigan has tripled ita pricon pop-
ulation in o dozen years without dent-
ing the overall crime rate. In my view,
tough new laws and moro punishment
aren't working.

Here are some fdeas that are more
likely to work:

@ Earlicr closing — The last time 1
was in Great Britain, the English bars
closed at 11 p.m. and the Scots’ at 10
p.m., though [ hear they've now moved
up to midnight, The Britieh don’t ap-

B Tea time — The Brits’ close their
bats for three hours in the afternoon —
either 2-5 or 3-6 p.m. The Babinskis’
daughter was killed about 8 p.m. by a
man who was alleged to have spent all
afternoon in a bar, She might have
been spared if we had tea-time closing.

B Neighborhood bars — In the Detroit
neighborhood where I spent my carliest
years, there were corner taverns that
folks could walk to. There was no need
to drive, at least not very far, Suburban
governments, howaver, use liquor li-
censes as a tool of economic develop-
ment. You need a $2 million develop-
ment with hotel to get a license be-
causo c_i.ty and lown)lhip officials are

pear to have the same d driving
problems we do, despite their two-lane,
twisting roads. Michigan‘s bars closo
at 2:30 a.m. Read the Associated Press’
Monday storics about weekend traffic
deaths, and you'll find the bulk occur
after 1:30 a.m. We should close "em at
midnight.

y tax

ed with prop
revenue, not teens’ lives.

M Public transportation — A worker
who has loat his or her license ond ve-
hicle needs to get to work to support
the fammily. Channel 7 host Chuck
Stokes asked Councilman Fouts his

position on the SMART bus tax pro-
posal. Fouts hadn’t decided. I hope
Fouts will re-think his position and
support public transportation vigor-
ously.

The foregoing are extremely radical
ideas, The many lawmakers who wor-
ship the golden god of Economic Devel-
opment lack the testicular fortitude to
vote on them. Tho convention industry
will object. Many licensees will object,
though I suspect a few will welcoma
the shorter hours and reduced chance
of being held up. Many auto fanatics
will see public transit as unmanly and
unAmerican.

We need tough new laws to avoid
drunken driving, but I have my doubts
about harsher punishments for drunk-
en drivers after the accident.

Tim Richard reports on the local im-
pl{calious of state and regional events.
His Touch-Tone voice mail number is
(313) 953-2047, Ext. 1881,

diminishes majority’s experiences

he parish newsletter that arrived last -

week announced that incense would not

be used at Easter services this year and
urged churchgoers to avoid perfume “and other
scented producta so that those with allergies
and resplratory problems may participate.”

T responded by letter: “T am both faintly
smused and deeply offended ot thia latest ex-
ampla of political un in
our church.

_—Aril
Showers Sale
| (|, SAVE 20%

soctal discourse (heard any good ethnic jokes ; R
Iately?), but the damage runs far deeper and "
costa much more.

*1 am not aware of previous instances in
which those with allergics and respiratory prob-
lems had been deterred from participating in
church sarvices because ather parishioners have
bren 8o thoughtless as to wear perfume and
other scented producta. Indeed, I had thought
that decent dresa and good personal hygiene at

Thia tnlv diminist

UN RIL:2.

dl:umh sorvices Indicated a mpec: {or our wor- My son, for To, I8 now o th-grad ) B
ship of the Lord. 1 suppose we could create a He han learned a lot in school about Kwanzaa, ! oo .

doaignated ‘no scented products or perfumo | tho African-American year-ond celobration, en ! Take an additional 20% off '
section,’ * ¥ ‘

about Hanukkah, the Jowish Festival of Lights.
That’s great; he's leaming somothing ho
wouldn't necessarily have learned at home.

The letter continued: "My concerns movo be-
yond amusement in the matter of incense.

“The usa of incenee In celcbration of special
daya in the liturgical calendar i both an an-
cient and distinguished part of out ritual. To
suddenly ban ita uso in response to what ap-
poars to be the demands of a tiny minority is

our everyday low prices on
" select dinnerware, flatware,
"_stemware, and giftware.

But his school experience has been dovoid of
discussiona on the moaning of Christmas or
singing the Christmaa carols that aro so mucha
part of the majority American culture.

very sad.
d o Countless numbers of parents have recounted
Q.‘a.‘.),,“' llmrgy l::::::ilrh“o nvolve‘d ::;:, to. | thelrdismay on this point. And whether elimi-

nating Christmas — o religious prayers, or
even patriotic observances — from the schools
has corme n reap to \!

forthe U.S. Court’s interp 1
the First Amendment or fear of suit by the
Amorican Civil Liborties Union, the fact is that
the experionces of many, many majority school
children theroby have been diminished.

gether as one comploto package. To arbitrarily
rip one piece out of the totality of our service is
degply offenaive to those who troasure continui-
ty in our religlous practice.

:“Possibly the noxt atop would bo to climinato
the cholr singing hymna on grounds that an oc-
casional mistake in ntonation wauld offend

thosa in tho congregation who have perfoct
¥ pitch.”

of

Thua tho real reason why so much political
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