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Collective Soul
— Collective Soul

4§ Collective Soul barely got out

§ of the starting gate when their
emo “Shine” turned into a ma-
4 jor bit for the five Georgia rock-
ees. In retrospect, the album it
waa included on, “Hints, Allega-

: tiona and Things Left Unsaid”

was exactly that — a hint about the future, allega-
tions by cynics that they wuuld be a one-hit won-
der and = full-blown rock sound that was left un-

said.

With their sell-titled second album, Collective
Soul's intentions are made perfectly clear. They
want to rock (for a lack of a better expression), and
write songs so hook-filled listeners will get sucked
in mercileaaly.

One of those songs, “Decembes™ | heard first
during the fint 20 minutes of an 1% hour-long,
rain-filled drive to Toledo and it was enough to
charge me up for the rest of the trip. It's one of
thase toe-tappin’, unpretentious songs that you'd
picture Collective Soul ainging with acoustic gui-
tar on thkeir front porch.

The chorus — “Don’t scream about/Don’t think
aloud/Tum your head now baby just spit me out”
— sang with singer Ed Roland's stifl-jawed growl,
is the highlight of album. A subtle string section
rounds out the tale of an addictive yet loveless
relationship, which is ene of the best pop songa
released this year.

Collective Soul shares their fondnesa for funk in
the opening track “Simple,” which will please
“Shine” fens with its similar ending. The influ.
ence of The Beatles' “1 Am the Walrus™ in “Col-
lection of Goods™ and “Untitled™ is obvious but
the songs still carry the trademark Collective Soul
sound.

Collective Soul continues the grip through the
rest of the album. Lead guitarist Ross Childress’s
chunky, charging guitar in “Where the River
Flows,” the hit single “Gel,” and “She Gathers
Rain™ mixed in with Shane Evans® drum assault,
and the cruelly catchy lyrics of “Collective Soul”
ard you bave ane of the best albums of 1995,

Collective Soul should help out other bands who
face the sopbomore slump. They own the vaccine.

— Christina Fuoco
Glow

— Jes Gru

B Two years ago, image was a hig
part of Detroit’s Jea Gru. The five

fl pretty boys kit the stage with

mismatched 708 outfits and one-

hope to be taken a little more setiously.

They’ve ditched the image and rrpb«d it with
long bair (or no it in one c:.n), matching run-
of-the-mill “twen: gear and two-di-
mensional love

sangs.

‘The 10-song CD is & more mature — musically
and lyricaily — than the Jes Gru's debut “Mumbo
Jumba.” The thi. sound is thanka in part to
newest members drummer Heath Moore — who

jmmdmtblblmnﬂlmwmlonl
besis while living in Arizona — gnd guiter-
e b ot om i
lo and bessist
Tom Nixoa wers procainent cn “Mumbo Jumbe.”)

Singer Tom hnh-(ummmonnuuahm

bcd.dmlhtbaruud!mbym
tion. There lsn’t a standout song oo “Glow,” but
llslm-plnlhldﬁlduecdou.

— Christina Fuoco
924 Forestville St.
— Bracket
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After nearly two
docades of playing
on stage, Van Halen
bassist Michael An-

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO

Brary Wertea
thony admita the
band “stifl gets jit-

tery” before lbcybl:

the stage. But that's not necessarily a
bad thing.

“It’s great thet we still do,” eald
Anthony via telephone from Al-
buquemue, N.M. IF it fust felt like
another job, he ndded, the fans would
be able to tell and their interest
would wane, L0o. It's not neceasarily a
nervous nervousnesy, though,

*It’s more of just being excited
sbout it and 1 feel that way before
every single show,” ho sald. “Before
we go ou and the lights go down and
the audience atarts showing their ex-
citement, you almoat feel like a piece
of jelly for a minute.”

MTV viewers got a firsthend look
at Van Halen's nervousness, Anthony

Eddie Van Halen has long been regarded as one of the top
guitarists in the world. But now that Van Halen’s sobcr. bas-
sist Michael Anthony says he’s better than ever. Van

Halen’s latest tour will come to The Palace of Auburn Hills

chanpel’s spring break covernge.

“We're much better than thut
now,” be said laughing. “You have
the first show, you're nervous enough
as it is. Then MTV ia there, plus
we're recording. The second show was
80 much better.”

‘That uneasincss aflfects some band
membera differently than other. For
world renowned guitarist Eddie Van
Halen, Anthony sald, alcohol was
what be used to relax. Ironically, now
that Van Halen [s sober, Anthony
thinks he’s a much better guitarist,

“He says that he would drink be.
cause he was kind of nervous and
stuff which is understandable,” An.
thony eald. “I think with Eddie being
sober now, ho is playing much better.
. . .There's such a big difference now
that he's ot drinking.”

Van Halen follows in the footateps
of his brother/drummer Alex who has
been sober for 7-8 years. Slnp:r Sam-
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Looking solely at Eddie Van
Halen's condition, “Balance™ secms
to be an appropriate title for their Iat-
est album. But it goes deeper than
that. A tremendously stressful period

preceded lbe recording or"Bahnca
—- the group's 11th and first collec-
tion of all new materinl since 1990's
“For Unlawful Carnal Knowledge.”

“We toured quito a bit; wo did a
live atbum (1993's “'Live: Right Here,
Right Now"') in between that,” he
2aid, “A month after that, our mana-
ger {Ed Leffler) pansed away so that
kind of hit us all pretty hard. Sammy
himself was going thmu(h a dlvnrcc
that was pretty ugly.”

They took ‘month off and spent
time apart to case the tension. In the
cnd, it proved beneficial.

“When we got together in the stu-
dio, wo were closer than we had ever
been as 5 band.”

As a result, “Balance” “hes a lot to
say, mnybo more than any other I've
written,” singer Sammy Hogar sald in
the press materials that accompanied
the releaze of the album. “I felt more
inspired to talk about what I think is
true and what I'm seelng in the world
around me. It's alf a lot more person.
] this time snd I've never worked as

Helping out:
Van Halen
— Michael
Anthony
{from left),
Sammy Ha-
gar, Alex
Van Halen
and Eddie
Van Halen
— will collect-;
food for USA
Harvest or-
ganization
before their
April 15-16
shows at The
Palace of Au-
burn Hills.

Life’s in ‘Balance’ for Van Halenf

ond ‘Deja Vo, I'm real proud of, butl <)
spent just as much time on a limp!u
love song called *Can’t Stop Loving « -
You.' tried to go a little deeper each
time.” -

Tho new material is the focus of - :7
Van Halen's latest tour, which comes ;-
to The Palace of Aubum Hills for two -
soldout showa Saturday and Sunday, .
April 15-18, but lhey ro not saying
that old songs wan't be included.

“We're doing aa much material as
we can ofl the new album,™ Anthony
said. “Wo don't have a basic set that
we play. It doea chango from night to
night. We're really open toalot of
spontancity. Sammy doesn’t have s
certain rap or whatever that he says
to the audience. He's Alwayu got
something different to say."

There's o scrious aide to the tour,
too. Liko the laat tour, Van Halen has |
organized a tour-long food drive with -
the USA Harvest organization.

“It’a great; certain radio stations
hold contests and thinga. Thia one :
guy brought 400-500 pounds of food
to the show,” he sald. :

R N TR R R LR

Three weeka into tha tour, the :
group had slready collected 81,000 .
pounds of food. All the donated lood 1
goes immaedlately to organizations in |

said, when the first date of the band's

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO
BYArY Wernex

The South by Southwest Muslc Conference in
Austin, Tcul. is a place whers music industry
wanna-be's learn about the business, and strug-
gling banda hope to get noticed by record compa-
nies.

Down
e hit the wbtnlh.“bnbblo(}lbwn Is

by MTV.

hortly thereafter, he began his tour with Ire-
lmda?mumd%t?mm“ondu&n-
gues singer/ rumorsd drunk Shane
McGowan ticked off 8 few pooplo after McGowan

out during
Your Land.” Thet, he said was “oce of my best

headlines
Pregnant with My Two-Headsd Love Chlld” was  feported

their repdition of “This Larnd Is  chery. He

Have a listen

To hear music by Collective Soul plus
RALN.N. publiz service by
— kdl),najoNluaM-m‘::"J Gra
{messugm , das
- (rasseege als (mersage 8), Urben Dence
: 7), Haery Caenick Js.

wson MoCauley Berzy end the
Mlluht 9), call the

Mustc Line st (313) $52-3028 on
amdrnpbm'mwtbom-
E oo by ! ﬂ.’l‘onpuf.
o transegh, Fevn 4 . v
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Mojo Nixon knows his ‘Whereabouts’

M As usual he's stirrod a bit of
controversy. The song ‘Biing Me
the Head of David Geffen’ was
behaaded before the release of
tho album.

experiencen singing.”

“Shane fell face first into the ground and dldn t
m; notice, He didn’t spill his drink either!” Nixon

Nixon showed his true colors earlier this year
when hs attempted to satiafy his “vltimate career
objoctive™ —~ opening for Elvis Presley at the Hol-

invited by the

Ing to Blind Pig in Ann Atbor on Tueaday,
April 18, You can expect the usual Nizon dchu-
guarantses it.

“Itll be a hell of a good time. You'll nudndoc
tor’s noto nxxlain[ngvhy you missad work the neat
day,” e sai

N!m ts touring In eupport of “Whersaboul
an album that he released oo bls own.

" dida’t know bim. (Countsy singer) Kally Wiltls

my Hagar and Anthony are “not al- hard to find thoe best worda to say the area that Van Halen is playing.
mhoiiu. but we do have occasionally  what I wan thinking and {oellnm “By the llmo we goon, thu good is
cocktal “Tracks like “The Seventh on its way."

" Rola modet?: Mojo Nixon recently partic-

ipated in the South By Southwest Music
Conference’s Mentor Program.
Coma” ia slready In lhumnlndhaptwpnouh =
people to work with him on l
“We thought, ‘Why don’t we get somel
fornoua?’ * ba safd “Bam Shmﬂih [11 town, but "

was,
standing nest to ma, 1 t, ‘Kelly’s on the covs
or of the Nlﬂond Bnqulrrr (wllh Lyl ﬂﬂnﬁ) and
you can't gat anymors (amous than thl

e ﬂ“w"”’q&"‘w"“’"‘w”"‘ ?ﬁ’?m“
A on X
formation, call (213)
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