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Best of the best

‘Grandma’ serves up kindness to East students

B\' le.m' O'Comon

Whothcr 1t's custodlal, clerical,
emotional and, et times, {i

of them will como up -nd gve me
the monoy the next day.”

Sht didn't eam the nickname

dma for ing children’s

— Helon Rebh i 1 4
n s support person

Enst Middle 8chool’s custodian
eoxtracdinalre hes been named
Farmington Public Schools aup-
port staff porson of the year.

And, Rebh wan honored with
the Oaklend Schools' Betty Cam-
plon Distinguished Bupport Ser-
vice Award. She was nominated
by 70 people, including adminis-
trators, co-workers, teachers, stu-
Jdents and community members,

“They're hitting me left and
right this year with theso honors
and these surprise birthday par.
ties,” said Rebl, who rocently cel-
ehrated hor 70th birthdsy.

Rebh Is a likeablo targot. Most-
ly, it's for the little thinpy she
does for her ndopted brood, who
call her Grandma.

Like searching through a
dumpster with a atudent to find
an orthodontic retalner acciden
tally chucked away.

Or, performing the role of
Grandma in the song “Grandma
Got Run Qver By a Reindoer.”

Her generosity is alzo marked
by her lunchroom demeanor.
When money lacks, “Grandma”
plcks up the slack.

“They'll nay, "Grandmas, I forgot
my lunch money,” I just tell them
to tell the cashier, *Grandms will
take care of it,’” Rcbh sald.
“They never take advantage of
me. You'd be surprised how many

pneocln\uneu Bhe lovea them.
Having raised threc children on
her own gives her specinl Insight.
Her husband, Joseph, died of
heart problems in 1663 — & week
after President Jnhn Knnnody

was ohot, Rebh n

Rebh dldn't nmlrryA She
rofused to even date.

“All T was worried about was
ralsing my kids,” Rebh said. “I
think I can say I made it.”

Her son Joe Rebh is 8 Farming-
tan Hills police cergeant. Her
daughter Gloria is & nurse at 8t.
Mary Hospital In Livonia and an-
other dnughter Veronica is a cafo-
toria worker for Warren Consoll.
dated Schools. “She takes zfter
her momma,” Rebh aaid.

Rebh bas boen with Farming-
ton schools since 1964, Sho start-
od out In the cafetorin 80 she
could zec her children off to
school and be home in time to
groet them.

When her youngest reached 18,
Rebh switchod over to the cuato-
dial job at East Middle School.

Sho policea ths lunchline like &
trafflc cop. Those who take cuta
are directed to the back.

After lunch, she helps scrub tho
cafoterla and the kitchen. Rebh
arrives in the morning and cleans
the halls.

Said East Middle School prin-
cipal Blll Martin: “She’s ono of
those rare peoplo you wish you
had a whole lot more of.”

Thoy know her well: Helen Rebh stands in the East Middle School cofeteria. She says the kids call her "Grandma”
and she calls them Rer angels.

Teacher hits home runs with her technique

East Middle School scienco and
1anguage erta tescher Darlene Eg-
bert-Oliver likes to stu-
dents a curve now and then.

Farmington District’s Middle
School Teacher of the Year sel-
dom uses text books or othor com.
mercially produced study aids to
prepars students. Instead, aho
prods their lmu{nndonl vm.b u-
ercisea colled “Cake.

Egbert-Ollver in nrely station-

B Colleagues cite her for belng dynamlc, articu-
late and anlmated in her teaching. Sho meots
students’ needs, thoy add Ia thelr no:_nlnatlon.

ary. “I wouldn't bo able to find
my desk,” she sald.

She's usually bouncing around
deak to desk to encoursge her stu-
dents. Colleagues cita her for
being dynamie, articulate and an-
imated [n her teaching.

She moets studenta’ needs, they
add in their nomination.

“I enjoy watching the kids®
facen Jight up when they’re dolag
a sclence experiment and thoy fig-
ure what they'ro doing," Egbert-
Oliver said.

Rewards tip scale for teacher

Sandra Blling doesn't get emo-
tionelly taxed working with se-

vcu!y impnh‘cd uudcnu.
gn the negal 3

she sald,
““The biggest reward is being

L i

able to work with family and stu-
denta and being able to accom-
plinh goale you havo set out,” said
Elling. who Ia the district’s High
School Teacher of the Year.

Elling has bean a special odu-
cation tescher with Cloverdale
Developmental Training Center
for 156 years. More so0, sho Is a
friond and an advocate to those
Amdenu ranging 18.20 years in

Har philosophy is to treat those
with disabilities as people flrst
and Iuvlnl timitations uwnd.

to those who

her.

"l you Jjust attempt to
look :;.‘ your mln." Elling waid,
"md try to be realistic in what
you're doing.

“If you oet m goal that |a unat-
tainabte, both you and t.ho child

X Eliing was Farmlng-
ton schools’ firot
teachar to work with
severely muitiply-Im-
palred students. She
also plongered pro-
grams for modically
fregilo children. Elling
jlq’lnod the districtIn

8.

first teacher to work with severely

multiply-impaired students. She

also pionsered programs for medi-
cally fragile children.,

Elling joined the district In

1979. She previoualy uu;ht in
Wis,, and

Ky.

She's ulro been instrumental in
having some spocial ticeda stu-
denta Integrated Into regular
clulmoml. She was behind an

aro guingto
Elling was Farmington achools’

d cable TV series,
"K.Idl-ﬂ Kldl," whieh illustzated

Sandra Elling

how students with disabilities
can learn In & regular setting.
“With miracles of modern mod-
ldne, wo're secing students with
*more complex noeds,” Elling said.
“You just try to do the same
things. . . to meet their needs.”

High marks to Hillside teacher

David Hales ia devoted to the
craft of toaching, say thoss who
know him. He's aloo described as

warm, caring, enthusiastic, excit.
ing lnd a lifelong leamner.

Adjectlve-taden pralss rolls
from the tongues of collesguos,

- parents lnd umdmu slfks, And

for
Halas, a u-;l:’ur at Hillside, hu

beon Fi
Public  Schools’ E!ammtny
8chool Teacher of the Your.

Halea has beon with the district

R His lessons are wall-
organized and goals
are cloar, nominators
aald. He halps stu-
dents think aliout to-
day's world and thelr
futuro with thought-
provoking activities
that go beyond text.
book loarning.

“ nlnce 1987, Both his bachelor's

and mas

's degrees are
. Michigan suu Unlversity.

Jeezone ere well

Hales SeIVES 0N UMmeroUN district
and t that af-

and goals are clsar,
'uld. Ho helpe mdlnh think

about today’s world and thelr fu.

'mndlhthouhbwmun;u-
_ﬁvlll-lhltpbqnndlmboe

s cotbuleem for teachlag

foct the way education ls deliv-

wu dﬁvnlvpln; I mull:l{
putunhlp
hn.nhsduool Dotmlt.
Healeo J in ataff de-

—i e e

David m
nlapmlnl. peer coaching, men-
rl action no«tch and in pro-

She credits her seventh-grads
science Leuher Paul Welllu and

Sl;a i» a member of the Positive
Cl[mnln Committes, the Student

llth grade h

Mary Beth Carroll for inspiring

er,

Egbert-Oliver attended Plym-
outh-Canton Schoole. She has a
bachelor’s degree from the Uni-
vcnl!y of Michigan and her mas-
l?r 's from Michigan Suu Unlver-
nity.

Egbert-Ollver ]nlncd Purmln‘-
ton schoola in 1

Team/Conflict Reso-
Iuliou Team, the Family Lifo Ed-
ucation Committee, and the Sixth
Grade Writing Assessment Com-
mittee.

“I want (students) to enjoy and
understand leaming is fun,” Eg-
bert-Oliver said. “I want lhcm !n
know they can do anything .
want to do if they put their mlnda
toit.”
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Darens Eghert-Oilver

offered in:

* Farmington Hills
¢ East Lansing
* Rome

*on campus
* overseas
» in Oakiand County

SummerStudy 95

Take Michigan State University courses

« Birmingham
» London
* Sao Paulo

3-, 4- and 7-week courses beginning in May, June, and July

Call (810) 645-5410

To get a completo catalog of courses
for guest students offared:
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