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Art communicates history
of ancient civilization

IBWLINI"VAANN CioMiN sleaborate works of ast in them-  sald Kan motloning to a Docapi-
PECIAL WRITER selves with small metal platelets  tator image, “were there because

Spansored in Detroit by United  that resembled armor shimmering  popayas keep bload from coagu-
Technologies of Troy, the “Royal in the sunlight, Bells encased in  lating.”

Tombs of Slpan” exhiblt at the
Dotroit Institute of Arts is the
sole Midwestern venue for a five-
atop national tour, The dlsplay of
royal splandors continues through
April 30 at the DIA, 5200 Wood-
wae

The 1987 find of the royal
tomba [n a small pyramid, consid.
ored by “Art & Antiquities” mag-
axine as the greatest archasologi-
cal discovery ever made in the
Americas, supplies a missing link
in modern day knowledge of the
ancient Moche.

The final resting place of throe
high-ranking officlals, the royal
tombs reveal a culture skilled in
fine crafts, and bent on ritusl sac-
rifice. Until this discovary, schol.
ars thought scenes depicting
Moche priests and sacrifice cero-
monies were merely myth.

“The discovery of the tomba Is
80 impartent becauso thero was
no writtan language. With the ab-
scence of records, this {a the only
evidence we have. That's what's
8o terrible when people loot
tombs, you lose information. We
had these imnges on their pottery.
Art was a direct sort of language
for them, thele way of communi-
cation, and that's why the discov-
ery appealad to early scholars,”
said Michael Kan, curator for the
department of African, Oceanic
and New World Cultures at the
Detroit Institute of Asts,

“You will be dazzled by the
gold. The Inca were sort of the
end of tho line. Ono thousand
years before, the Moche wero the

metal work bung from thelr
walsts and rattled as they moved.
Spiders, owls, and other night
hunting onimals eppear again
and n on beads, nose orce-
menta end costumes as well as on
woapons.

Splden embodled the fierce
qualities of a warrior. Tho Mache
admired the nocturnal creatures
trapped and tied up their prey be-
foro consuming their vital fuids.
An owl headdroas worn by Bird or
Blood Priest of tho sacrifice cere-
mony denotes the respoect the
hz'o&bu held for the predatory

b

“The owl, the spider, thezo were
all animals thet aro prodators at
night. Warrion went to battle
wearing thess. Thero was an iden-
tification between the rulers and
tho animal kingdom. The spider
is a hunter and bloodsucker of his
victims,” Kan sald.

Mocho pottery sporting fino
line drawings depict ceremonlies
of ritunl decapitation and
flce. The Moche used plcturea
and symbols on thelr objecta to
tel} stories about important char-
acters such 28 tho Warrlor Priest
or Decapitator, and eventa in
thelr history.

Rituat sacrifico played a algnifi-
cant role in thelr religion and
lives.

*There were certaln rituals that
hed to do with the ceremony, ritu.
2l warfare. Killing was not thc ob-

The presence of inlald lapis La-
zull In an artwork is proof the
Mocha traded gosds such as stone
and certain sea shells found in
tho tombs becauss thess materi-
aln were not native to this arca.

“The Moche wore pretty so-
phisticated. Tho metal beads are
not cast. They wero bammerod in
molds,

* Blnce the Moche buried their
rulers with all of their ceremonial
objects and jowelry, they em-
ployed large numbers of crafts-
men to creato new objects.

““This probably accounts for the
discovery of somo of tho firat pots
made from molds In Lhn tombs,”
Kan sald.

Exhibition admlsslon w “Royal
‘Tombs of Sipan,” including a
recorded tour, s $5 for adults, 82
for students and children. Foun.

‘ders Socioty members aro free.

Hours are 11 am. to 4 pm.
Wednesday thorugh Friday, and
11 am. to 6 pm. Seturday and
Sunday.

Throughout the exhibition's
run a number of lectures and chil-
dren's workehops will be held at
ths DIA,

For more information on thess
a\éarsu, call the DIA st (313) 833-
ki

After the exhlblt closes April 30
in Detroit, it will travel to the
Smithsonlan Institution in
Washington, D.C., before return-
lux w ita pcrmnnenb homo at the

joct of Mocho warfare.
wero deplcted by clubs and hel-
meta, Prisoners are ususlly shown

near Slpan,
A 225-pago catalog authored by

greatest craflamen, potters, met-  with ropes around theirnocka and  Walter Alva, director of the Brun.

l] -mhhn and weavers. 'l'hvywovv hands tied bohind their backs. ing Archacological Museum and

tapestries oo, wf‘ﬂ&'}g’,’;&‘a:}ﬂ;ﬁ Mocho scholtt Chrlutomer B Necklace: This gold and silver peanut necklace was excauated from the tomb of the
Moche costumes woro as placed on a banner figure,” soum shops for $37.60. Warrior Priest at Sipan. Photo courtesy of Christopher Donnan.
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