O&E Thursdny, April 13, 1896

Ustings foatures news and notes about Oakland
County real estate. To list sn announcement,
write: Listings, Real Estate Editor, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 805 E, Maple, Birmingham
48009, Our fax number is (810) 644-1314.

El HELPING HAND
At the annual Coldwell Banker
I onial Buslness Canfe

in February in Orlando, Batty Bar-
bour did moro than particlpate in
cducational aesaions and attend the
company's trade show. Sho helped
“biltz build" o house for n low-In-
come Orlando famlly of five in con-
Junction with Habitat for Humanl- Betty Barbour

ty.

Barbour is the asaoclate broker at Coldwell
Banker Schwoltzer Real Estats in Bloofleld
Hills, More than 6,500 brokers, owners, menagers,
realtors and employees from all over North Ameri-
ca attended the conference.

0 STATE OF THE ART

Realtor Graca Staufler of Chamberlaln Real
tors In Birmingham hes leted a special
courss in
specialist.

With state-of-the-art equipment, courss partici-
pants got on {n-depth look at contact manage-
ment, marketing, and f 1ol goft |
for rea! eatate. They were given guidelines for

hoosing the right p 1 p syatom for
inereased efficiency to serve clients.

4
Vieatl Tl

for the

B MILLION-DOLLAR STAR

Joel Stemplen of Boverly Hills became a men-
ber of Real Esiate One'a Million Dollar Roundt-
able. He was also awarded the Rislng Star Award
following his first year In the real estate business.

B PHONE HOMR

Welr, Manuel, Snyder & Rankos Inc. is now
servicing potentlal home buyers with a 24-hour
Home Hotline, To use the hotline, dial 1 (800)
718.9495 and then enter the three-digit code
shown in the newspaper, next to the picturo of the
home you are interested in.

The Home Hotline offers u “talking tour™ of
homes. The offices of Weir, Manue), Snyder &
Ranke serve Birmingham, Bloomficld Hills, West
Bloomficld, Farmington Hills, Troy, Bloomfield,
Rochester and Rochester Hilla,

— Becky Burns, special writer

BY JANICE T1I0AR-KRAMER
BPrCIatL Weimex

It you'd rather not tour open hous-
o3, hgnk up with a Realtor or crulse

White Lake ‘Townsb!p listing, he saya
be had énough [nquitles to seil tho
ranch-style houso throe times. Heo net-
tled for one closing, but got a cache of

1al clicnta from calls generated

gl hoods for phone bers on
yard signu, Talking House may be the
way to begin houss bunting.

Talking House is a small electronlc
device that allows house hunters to
get sales information on thelr car ra-
dios. Just pull up to the bome, tune
to 1610 AM and listen to a 90-second
sales pitch without leaving the front
scat. If you liko what you hear, give
the agent a call. If you don’t, move on.

"“Today, most house hunters are
working couples who don't have o lot
of spare time,” said Realtor Paul
Schwartz of Century 21 West, West
Bloomficld, “We're a 24-hour-a-day
society. This devico works all day,
saven daya a week.”

Schwartz, a former high school bi-
ology teacher, lkes gadgets and inno-
vative marketing ideas. When he
heard about Talking House, he
hought three. After installingonc in a

Exploring rentals, lawyer referral, investment condos

Do you have

an opinlon as
to whether or not a
rule barring rent-
wls during the first
year of ownershlp
1x reasonable?

T am not awere

of any reported
cases on that subject
in Michigan; hawev-
er, I believe that a
good argument could
~————— bo made that it is
reasonable and, indeed, such a rula
wan upheld by a Florida Court, which
upheld the association’s right to pass
& rule that precluded an owner, if hie
unit was being rented, from allowing
o new buyer to cxtend the leaso agree-
ment with the tenant.

———
CONDD
QUERIES

ROBERT M.
MEISNER

I am a now awner of a ploeco of
property. 1 am aware that
sooner or lnter, I will noed the ser-
vices of an attorney who will help
with landlord.tonant problems. I

by the device.

““Tho house sald In three woeks be-
causo 1 had a bigger pool of potential
buyars. The seller sald it was like
having two Realtors,” Schwartz sald. .

Talking Houze Jan't new (the cur-
rent model sppe in 1992), but
consumers will see more and moro
Realtors relying on radio activated
inl clients,

Tune to your car radio as you house hunt

yard signs. Instcad of passing wp a
house that might look too small from
the outsids, they can tune in a radio
message and possibly find out it has
four bedrooms and a walk-out baso-
ment.” .

Some Realtors claim a single call
generated by Talking House i3 more
than 10 timea as productive cs a call
from a yard aign, the manufecturer

eaid.

Talking House weighs two pounds
and s ebout the ajze of & phone sn-
swering machine. It plogs into a
ded outlet inside the home. Eiw

to reacl
sccording to Scott Matthew of Realty
Electronics Inc., the Fond du Lac,
Wise. manufacturer of Talking
Houss,

‘The firm has sold 30,000 units at
$200 apicce since 1992, A lease-pur-
chase agreement runs $12:314 a
month,

“Maybs it was & cleer day because.
she plcked it up outalde the subdivi-n
sion,” sald Rosario, who bought five. v»
units in 1992

*[ get good, legitimante salea calls -’
from Talking House, It’s not a cheap-
marketing tool, but I'like trying new:
things and being able to offer my el
enta something extra.” "

Potentis] home eellers can tune in
Talking Houss miessages to see how
their bousoe compares others in the
srea, The real estate sgent's message
usually tells lot aize, square footage,
number of bed: , recent

go Is ded like an
machine greeting and stored on com-
puter chips. The devico is FCC ap-
proved, so Realtors don't need federal
or city permiasion to hook up. House
hunters can plck up the mesaage 250-

300 feet from the curb.
Realtor Katie Rotario of Chamber-
f ‘ Inin Reall West Bloomficld, says

h.

“It gives poople vital
immediately, That's key today,” the
former Reeltor said. “Most home
buyera begin thelr search by driving
arcund a favorite area looking for

underatand that I will have to pay
charges to an attorney on a flat foe
or an hourly basls. However, I can-
not afford to pay an exorbitant fee
for every simplo mattcr. Is thero
socurce, a state refe bureau, or
even a brand new student lawyer,
who may perform the services fora

smaller foe?
A It is auggested that you contact
the Iawyer referral service of the
bar association that has jurisdiction
in your area, For example, you may
contact, in the metropolitan Detroit
area, the Oakland County Bar Associ-
ation Lawyer Referral, the Detroit
Bar Associntion Lawyer Referral or

one seller was so intrigued with Talk-
ing House, she drove around her
nefghborhood near Green Lake just to
ace how far the radio mesaago carried.

ment In (he Agpen area. Do you
have any suggestions in terms of
what wo should be looking for in
terms of our investment?

Buyinga as o rec-

updates and amenities, such a5 8
wrap-around deck, hardwood floors or
ekylighta.

#] can't be available 24 hours a day,
so (Talking Houze) gives me a com: ™"
petitive edge,” Schwarte aaid. “Your
go into combat carrying a lot of equip- |
ment. This is just cne more thing” -

For more information, call Realty
Elcetronics, Inc. 1 (800) 444-8255.

o int, Le. 3 the
condominium documents, know your
developer or the condominium
project, as the case may be, and un-
dcnun'd your reaponsibilities end -

Leaamaaga -

yii
reational facility may or mmay not

the restrictions of the -
project. In the case of 0 |

Aorming

be o G Ay
speaking in talking with Realtors,
you will find that you will not receive
& large cash flow, although depending
upon the region in which you pur-
chase a condominium, there mey be a
Hkelihood for an increase in the value
of your unit. However, in such places
as Aspen, the cost of buying a unit
may be cost prohibitive and may have
already peaked. In places like Tellu-

the M b County Bar Associ
Lawyer Referral. 1 suggest that you
may also wish to contact the State
Bar of Michigan in Lansing for any
further suggestions they may have in
regard to lawyer referral services.

. ‘We are thinking about buying
a condomlaium for an Invest-

ride, however, where the orea ia still
under aubstantial development nnd2 is

the opp
for capital appreciation may bo great-
Ithough not obviously Y

recreational condominium, also be |
extremely familler with the metho-
dology by which the condominium -
will be managed in the absence of an .
on-site board of directors.

Robert M. Mecisner is an Oakland '
County attorney who concentrates his .
practice in condominium, real estate
and corporate law. Submit questions
by writing: Robert M, Meisner, 30200 .
Telegraph Rood, Suite 467, Bingham
Farms, MI 48025. This column pro- .
vides general information and should .
not be inion. To

er,
guaranteed.

In any event, wherever you buy a
condominium, you should utilize the
same strategics of protection that
anyonc needs to utilize in buying a

d os legal opinion.
lcave a voice-mail message for Robert:
M. Meisner, dial (313) 953-2047,.
mailbox 1871. Hear his rudio ehow,
“The Law of the Land,” 1-2 p.m.
Wednesdays on WCAR-AM 1090.
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