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Game of tennis needs support

s tennis dy-
ing?

If you live
in and wound
the Detroit met-
ropolitan  area,
scme may have
started to won-
der if Spozrts Il-
lustrated was in-
deed right.

But there's
atill bope.

Tennh pro-
moter Glenn Healey, along with
some life support from pros like
Jimmy Arizs pro Luke Jen-
sen, reoewed my faith in this

I played as a cotlegian.

‘When was the last time Detroit
Boated @ big-time tennls event?

Try the WCT in 1989.

But thanks to Healey and his
Sparts Club of West Rloomfield,
area fans weee treated to some
wuch-needed resuscitation dur-
ing the last weekend in March.
The event was called the MCF
Partners Tennia Challenge.

“There's a void we're trying to
fill because we feel thero's a de-
mand for spectator teanis,” Hea-
ley said. “Plua, our club serves
four different sreas — fitness,
martia) arta, swimming and ten-
nis. To keep the sport healthy,
spectator teanis is good for the
sport in our area. There are & Jot
of teanis enthusiasts who came.
‘That's the reascn we were doing
it”

The event bas grown tremen-
dously in three years. Prize mea-
ey has climbed from $500 — when
the event was stocked with all lo-

cal players — to $15,000 this yoar
featuring world-ranked players.

Arins, cnce ranked No. 5 in the
world, was there for the

French Open doublea champions
and the tour's version of Van
Halen, becarne Healey's big coup
this year.

“These two guys are very much
in demand,” Healey sald “We
called thelr agent, John Mayotts,
and he said they wanted to come

it was close to bome. A month lat-
er wo couldn't have done this be-
cause the timing wes dictated by
the Jensens® schedulo, They were
going to be in Europe.”

Other tour players included Do~
troit's Steve Campbell, & Rad!uxd
Cathalic Central High
who played in this year's Au-hl-
lian Open. He was jolned in the
16-man field by Bloomfield Hills®
Steve Herdoiza (Lahaer High)
and Richard Matuszewskl, the
latter of whom reached the
fourth-round of Wimbledon two
years ago before losing to Stefan
Edberg.

Attendance was mited during
the four-day event, Tickets were
310 Thursday and Friday, SIS on
Saturday and Sunday.

Friday night was well

ded.

NCAA men's basketball Fioal
Four.

*The basketball hurt us,” Hea-
ley sald. “Laet year wo didn't
charge admlasion, but the reason
why we charged admission this
year was becauso it was for a
charitable cause. The procecds
were going to the Michigan Can.
cer Foundation.”

The event virtually recoived no
play from elther of Detrolt's major
daily newspapers.

“It was rot sold out, but the
crowds were in tho acceptable
range,” Healey sald. “It was bard
to prodict. It's a littls diaappoint-
ing, but these things take a while
to build up.”

Healey also had a British com-
pany, Arena Seats Inc., set up and
construct a temporery sl um
center court inside the Sports
Club, equlpped with special boxes
for carporate sponsors. The main
event sponsors included Farmlng-
ton Hills Chrysler-Plymouth/
Jeep Eagle and lofiniti of Farm.
ington Hills.

“With labor costs, the scating
probably ran us about $12,000,
but it was worth {¢ becauso
can pee it's a profesaional set-up,”
Healey said. “It looks fantastic.”

1o the future, Healey would like
to build the tournament around
Michigan players such as Asron
Krickstein, Todd Martin or &
Malavai W

but Saturday aRernoon’s enter-
taining scmifinal between Arizs
and Luke Jensen drew a sparse
turnout becsuse it run bead-on
with the CBS telecasta of the
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AHEAD

wyan
- Korvete el (. 4 pm

Wayre a¢ Yestiand Guen (2 11 am.
Py, Canton at Fivt Carmen, TBA.

“We'll assess tho format,” said
Healey, who bas mads his fortune
in the cable television business,
“We'd like to make improve.
menta. We've talked to the USTA

S’craft signs
for women’s

By STEVE KOWALSKI
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letle diroctor Ed Kavanaugh can
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haskethall »
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Kavanaugh, who slso conches
the women's basketball team, is
wrapping up his it recruiting
season after signing five playera
and receiving commitments from

two others.

He elso Is hoping to land an-
other player befors the end of the
month.

But Ksvanaugh will spend
most of his time in April inter-
viewing people for the vacent
men’s basketball coach’s job. Ka-
vansugh naid bo Is acceptiog op-
pllcations until tha end of the
month.

He couldn’t be happler with his
signees, which includs Redford
Unlun point guard Jenny Mark-
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muﬁ-ﬂ:n:unﬁmlmm tma, on April 37,
mmnmmm
wumm place al bide will be

. The work chall conxist of furnishing 2l lator, matertals, equiprest, snd kncs-
- Gestal ttems Lo constrect & didrwaly, tselading the (olowing extimated quant-
ther.

padiicly

o Madon
T Sats gt ) st Maconea (1, & s bam and ord Thurston's 5-10
i W.W‘M’-'m” ?'und‘l\mmn M:lmk.lmd&n
st rpm s B o A s other sigaacs are Christine
d a 59 guard-forward
from Novi, and Julie Schmide,
, 5-7 guard-forwend from Milford.
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS Committed, but yet to sign are

Lapeer Entl 6-3 center Sheilah
Coulter and Warren Woods-Tow-
er’s €-1 center Stacey Satlus, who
has also committed to play volley-

(U.S. Tennis Assoclation) about
making It & Challenger event. But
it takea more time whan you have
adrawof 32. We'd llke to have the
Jensens back. We'll bo able to at-
tract higher rankoed playors as the
prize money increases.”

And there's no bettor ambassa.
dor than Luke Jensen, who came
away with the firet-place prize
money In slngles and doublea. It
was his firat title of any kind
alnco the 1993 French.

Ho was appreciative of the fans,
mingllng with cverybody and any-
, before and aRer his match-
eo. He fired up the crowd and be-
came buddles with the ballboys.
Ariaa, mesnwhile, hrought back
some memories playing with o
wood racquet, an old Wilson Pro-
Staff model,

“Jimmy is a great guy,” Healey
safd, “It was just fantastic be-
cause ho edds to the ficld of play-
ors. We wanted to match tour
players with good local players.”

For the pure tennis fan, it was a
very enjoyablo weekend.

Too bad some professional
baseball, besketball and football
players in our town don't bave the

- attitude of & pro
lke Jensen.

‘This summer, the Champions
Tour (aver-35 guys likes Jimmy
Conners and Bjom Borg) will bo
coming to Dearborn. Hopefully,
area tennis fans can whet their
sppetits once

But thanka to area promoters
like Glenn Healey, tennls s stil}
allve and kizking. Doa't shut the
coffin juat yet.

new talent
hoop squad

vansugh said, “They have excel.
lent sizo and are ncorers, kids who
can handle the ball It's a fun
group to work with."

Malowski was a first-team All-
Observer choice after aversging 168
pointa per game and making 76
percent of ber free throws. She
was a four-year varsity player at
‘Thurston.

“She drives well, la not afreid to
miz it up, and kas a good outslde
zhot, t00,” Kavansugh said.

Engel was one of Thunston’s ~

unsung heroes, averaging 12
points and 10 rebounds per guma
while guarding the opponents’
toughest offensive player.

“They didn't lock for ber to
scare a lot, but she Is cepablo,”
Kavanaugh said “She will ex-
pand ber rolo In college.”

Kavzneugh likes the vorsatility
Markham drings to the guard po-
sition. She averaged 12 polnts per
game as a8 or playing on e
young team. Sho has long shoot-
Ing renge.

“Sheiss very crestive pllm a
good passer,” Ksvanai

Edwards averaged ll.5 points
per geme for Novi and her versa.
tility allowed her to score 42
polnts in an AAU game earlicy
this year, Knvnmudl sald.

Schmidt brings toughnesa to
the guard and forward positions,
according to Kavanaugh.

Sha Is one of the top discus and
shot putters in girls track In the
state and “rebounda at about 6.
ar lmrdlnlw}bv-m "

Coulter mvd 10 points,
blocks for La-

rebounds and aix
sdept -luunhcr
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Arena bowling!|
hits home run
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