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Preacher power: At right,
the Revs. (from left)
Budge Gere, Suzanne
Paul, Mark Sommers
and pastoral assistant
Fran Perkett share their
experiences. Above,
Joyce Kaplan asks the
panel how to reach oth-
ers that need the mes-
sage, not just those who
agree.

Clergy adapt to

gnﬂvl{,vl. COUTANT

X { there in one group in the

Farmington arca that has

loarned about recial snd

. cultural diversity in recont
years, it is tho clergy.

Four members of tho Farm-
ington-nrea clorgy recently
shared their thoughta on those
changes and how they have ef-
fectod their missions and the
peaplo thoy serve at a presenta-
tion on divorsity.

The Rev. Browster “Budgo”
Gero, of the First Presbyterian
Church, aaid the 130 yoars of
immigration to this country
changed its makoup from a pri-
marily northern European

protostant Christian nation
into a mixed religisus nation.

“Thore were somo unoxam-
ined nssumptione (about reli-
glon) that weore no longer
neccasarily so,” he

The Rov. Suzanne Paul,
minister of the Univeraalist
Unitarian Church, said that
because of immigration law

in 1 t Jasted un-
til 1865, Asinns and many of
the Jewish and !slamic faitha
waore kopt from immigrating to
the Unitod Btates end to thia
area.

“When T cansoe horo 45 yeara
ago, it was still basically Chris-
tian,” Paul snid, adding that
tho change in 1865 has mani-

changing ethnic, cultural m

featod itself in tho fnflux of new
ethnfc groups, religious affilia-
tions and views of society.
There are now 64 different lan-
guages ropresented in the
Farmington echools.

That ethnic diveraity has

ences, but more importantly, of
common ground, sho safd.
Tho ministorial < ath

'IMy father had a big beart,”
Bommers said. “He met with
Malcolm X and others. He

now has a good undorstanding
of various needs and services in
the arca and sponsors events
such as tho Crop Walk, which
unity and i

meant enormoua changes in
post five years, and thosc
changes havo been falt in the
Farmington/Farmington Hills
Ministerial Association.

“Wo (clergy) used to meet in
a restaurant, but found that
was not very intimate,” Paul
snid. “We then started visitiog
churches and temples.”

The visitations, coupled with
gueat spenkers, fostered under-

servico,

For tho Rev. Mark Sommars
of the First Community
Church, the idea of cultural and

brought people of different
racial mg:n:lthnic backgrounda
home to dinner, as friends.”
SBommors said his oxperi-
encea in schools — whero, ns o
white, ho was in the minority
— prepared him for the diversi-
ty that now exists within his

at oxp
with the tolerance of

racial di y was
Sommers, o Flint native, said
his father scrved ns police chief
during the 19508 and 1960s, &
time wheon changes in porcep-
tions, and resistance to thoso
changes, were playing them-
sclves out.

q!
Jesus Christ. -

For Fran Perkett, pastoral

associnte at §t. Coloman’a

personal contact with o

family from Ghana whilo she

was associnted with a church in

Redford changed her porcep~. break d

X

tions about race and culture,

The Europe-educated par-
ents wore political refugcea,
trying to get their three chil-
dren to this countyy.

“Te to be the one to
help them the most, and they
taught me tho most,” she said.

Joyce Kaplan said the pre-
sentation, at the April 11 Multi-

S rtultiraciol C .

Council, was “marvelous,” but
was being delivered to people
who already have the same val-
ues and goals. .
“It happene one-to-one,”
Sommers said, adding that as
people from diverse cultures
and races meet, barriers
own.

standing, not only of differ-

Farmington City Council
gets SMART talk tonight

B SMART's presantation at the Hilis council didn't

g
ETWY O'CONNOR

Tho Farmington City Council
will hear from SMART officiala
and Oakland County commin.
sionors tonight sbout a plan to
save tho financially strapped bus
system.

The Farmington Hills City
Council heard a similar presen-
tation April 10. The Hilla council
ja expectod to decide April 24
whother to takoe the isaue to the
votors in a Juns 6.

Novi and West Bloom{leld are
two Oakland County communities
that have opted out of the clection.

Farmington's council has to
maks a similar decisiun,

SMART officials contend a
.83-mill proparty tax js needed
to continue and improve sorvice.
For a person who owns o
$100,000 home, that's an addi-
tional $18.50 a yoar.

Farthington council membore
briofly discussed SMART at its
April 3 mooting. Somo woro crit-
jcal of the last-minute way tho
{asue has boon handled.

“] just feol you can’t leave
poople hanging,” Farmington
Councilwoman JoAnne McShano
aaid, “It's terribly unfair.”

Knollenberg
not running

Ending any spoculation al-
taost as poon as it had begun,
U.8. Rop, Josoph Knollonberg,
R.Bloomficld Township, said he
definitely would not be running
for tho U’.B. Bonste in 1896,

The two-term Congressman,

Instill confidence. The
plans were not avallablo.

's Improvement

McShane aajd sho wants to
hear the prosontation first. Tho
aren nocds a regional transporta-
tion system, sho added, noting
soveral people depend on tho bus
to got to work in Farmington.

“As far as I'm concerned, 1
don't think it should b taken off
tho ballot,” Councilman Dick
Tuppor naid. “However, I cer-
tainly would've like to have seen
it votod on in November when
thero would bo a better turnout.”

SMART’s proasntation at the
Hilla coundii didn't instill confi-

but pasaca cbuntywide, Farm-
{ngton Hilla would still have to
pay $864,448 annually for at
1oast three yenra, Farmington
would have to pay $91,376.

o bus system is running nt
a $4 million deficit and a $21
million dobt, according to ro-

porta,

With soveral communitica
dropping out, SMART won't
raiso the $12 million it had pro-
jocted if the monsuro passcs,
Wolf said.

SM-AR? has threatened to cut

dence. The authority’s imp:
mont plans were not available.

Also, County Commissionars
Donn Wolf and David Moffitt
said thoy have not scen an audit
from SMART sinco Juno 1993.

If Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills agroo to go along with
the cloction — and tho p
passos countywide — nearly $1
xsnllllrm will bo raised locaily for

MART.
If the proposal {ails locally

says he’s
for Senate

ate favorito, Knollonberg did en-
dorse Kansas Sen. Robert Dole's
prosidential bid.

“Ho is a man whoso timo has
come,” Knollenberg anid of the
Benate majority leader, * un«
like Bill Clinton, he understands
that American families want an

whose 11th Congressional Dis-
trict includes Farmington and
Parmington Hills, bad b‘:nn

ial chal-

ond mPlz government {n Wash.
said he would be

Yianh

K

ey
Jengar to Incumbant Sen, Carl
hgb-bmvit
1~ Whils ko didn't name a Sen-

“workiog hard” to nomina
Dole. As ser Knollenberg’a other
1996 plans, stay tuned,

credits — a portion of
state gas and weight taxes — to
communitics who opt out of the
clection, That's $7,800 for Farm-
ington and $57,000 for Farming-
ton Hills,

‘Thosa credits help pay for so-
nior transportation sorvice.

“That's where tho argumont
is,” Wolf said. “We feel wo paid
thoza taxos for our sonior citi-
zons, and thoy (SMART) don’t
hava tho right te pke it




