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POINTS OF VIEW

he answer came in a book sent

to me by a West Bloomfield

reador, a lady § knew from grado
school but hadn't seen in umpteen

enrs.
y The question: Why was Clark Du-
rant, the buck private who became
commanding general of the State
Board of Educatlon his first day on the
job, so obsessed about parents, par-
ents, paronta in the rambling Vision,

P oy and Mission st

¥ ho
ramrodded on Jan. 197

What Johnny Shouldn't Read —
Textbook Censorship in America was
written in 1902 by Joan DelFattore,
professor of English at tho University
of Delaware, The author has been hon-
ored by the American Educational Re-
search Associntion and tho American
Library A ion's Intell 1

Famillar names like Pat Robertson,
Donald Wildmon, the LaHayes snd
Phillis Schlafly stirrod up the pota,
‘What's of intorest here, however, is
that small groups of parents have the
notlon God gave them the knowledge
and duty to overrulo state boards of ed-
ucation, local echoal boarda, teachers
end other voters,

““The children arc obeying their par-
onta, They aro submitting to our au-
thority,” said Bob Mozert, a funda-

list mintater in T and

head plaintiff in one caso.

The Diary of Anne Frank, used in an
clghth grade reader, camo under attack
because, In thoe play text, Anno says,
“Oh, I don't mean you have to be Or-
thodox. ...I just mean somo religion. . .it
docln'_t‘mamr what, Just to beliove in

Freedom Roundtable. R
Starting with tho discovery that high
school anthologics had whacked out
300 lines of Shakespeare's immortal
Jtomeo and Julict, DelFattore explores
three federn) court cases in which
groups of parents complained that
schoolbooks violated their fund

** It was dreadful, sald the
paronts, that kids should know some-
ono elas in the world docsn’t sec lifo
thelr way.

Using reason and Imagination were
Been as acts of rebellion, Don't think,
Just obey your parents and your minis-
ter, Wives, oboy your husbands. Don't

1o und

talist religious betiefs.

try d things you'rs not
supposed to understand, Oboey.

A au

toa ri

that encouraged home teaching, tho
rote method “simply means that chif-
dren learn by repetition. . .drill, drill
until thoy know tho material. Thoy are
not expected to understand it. Thoy are
expocted to know it

DelPattora’s cases came from Ten-
nesace, Alabama and Loulsiana. What
do they mean to Michigan taxpayers
and voters?

Summarizing onoe plaintiff’s ram-
bling testimony, DelFattoro writes:
“Whon (Rebecca) Frost first brought
up the idea of teaching Sarah hersolf,
thoe achool officials nsked what creden-
tials eho had. She replied that sho was

a mother, and that chould be enough.
‘The plaintifls’ anti-intelloctualism
.. .also prevented them from being

d sbout teachi T
tions.”

Havo you heard anyone in high
Michigan office knocking teacher certi-
fication laws?

William R. Coulson, a psychologint,
testified in a case attacking home oco-
nomlcs texts. Ho said they taught “lit-
tlo children”(ages 18 to 18} to think in.
dopendontly and violate parcnts’
rights, How? By discuasing carcer
cholce as part of growing up. Coulson
said it "kind of undercuta that family's
own enterprise for the book to say au-
thoritatively: You must decido for
yourself what rolo to take., I would im-
la,|;ino o father saying, not in thie fami-

9.

Coulson, in case yau hadn't noticed,
has popped up at fundamentalist ral-
lies in Michigan.

DelFattore reporta the savage at-
tacks of fundamentalist pareats on any
1t at di any -
flaw in a clergyman. So what went on
at Pinckney High a few months ago but
a savage nttack on a play called Dark of

Obeisance, censorship by ‘parents’ move north

the Moon In which rurnl Applachisn
clergy aro doplcted in less than flatter-
ing terms. The attack included a pro-
posal that local parests and clergy help
tho principat and drama teacher seloct
future plays.

In the Tonncsseo casa, the parents
who felt their religion was offended
wouldn’t consider eending thelr kids to
parochial schools. “What they want.
ed,” says DelFattore, “was a little pri-
vate school within the public school,
whero taxpayers’ dollara would have
been used ta provent the protesters’
childron from Jearning that other peo-
ple think differently from their par-

ents.”

You think it can’t happen in a so-
phisticated industrial state like Michi-
gan? Think again, What do you sup-
posc is the motivation behind the
“charter academy” effort? Why zro
right-wingers drafting constitutional

d to allow hiaid? Why
is Clark Durant so obsessed by par-
ents, parents, parenta?

Tim Richard reports on the local im-
plications of state and regional events.
His Touch-Tone voice mail number is
(313) 953-2047, Ext. 1881.

LETTERS

Against the flow
o: Gav, John Engler. Re: gam-
? bling.

My proyers aro for you, The
weight, 1 am sure, is heavy, The drums
are starting to beat. No doubt you have
prayed also.

M. Governor, all eyes are looking
toward you. You are expected to make
decisions that aro healthy and geod for
the people of Michigan.

You have three deughters, God will-
ing, some day they will pick husbands.
Will you in good conscience recom-
mend to them they make their hobby
gambling?

Stand up and say, *You arc a Chris-
tian. You wish to remain so. That you
must also live with yourself. That you
cannot say o agree with anyone that
gambling is good for Michigan when
yout feel it {s not good for yourselfand
family.”

Politics shows real motive
in school standard changes

“Tis education forma the common mind;

Just as the twig is bent the tree's inclined.
. — Alexander Pope

At Easter, wo aro reminded of our
Master, He also was tempted beforo
His erucifixion. He said, “Man does
not live by bread alone.”

We aro not to make gold our God. A
Catholic lady once said, “Honey, do
not do today that which tomorrow you
will bo sorry you did today.”

A customer of mine lost her hus-
band. I expresscd my sympathy to her.
Sho said, “Really, I am better off now
ofter ho is dead than when he was Jiv-
ing.” Tell it to Michigan that you do
not wish to bring or encourage such sit-
uations to tho wives of our state.

In obedience to our Master, we must
bo willing to go against the flow of soci-
cty. As wo follow Jesus, our motives,
values and habits are bound to be dif-

foront from those who are not Chris-
tian.

Peter wrote, “Thoy think it strange
that you do not run with them in the
same flood of dissipation, speaking evil

of you.” (1 Peter 4:4.)

When wo are marching to the beat of
a dilferent drummer, of course, wo will
be out of step with people around us.
‘This takes conviction, courage and
courtesy, But by God's enabling grace
wo ean be disturbingly different — and
effectively different too.
Some will hate you, some will love you;
Some will flatter, some will slight;
Cease from man and look above you,
Truat in God and do the right.

Lesllo E. Swanson, Farmington

VWhy he's runnlng
hank you for the stary (Observ-
er, April 13), announcing my
candidacy for the first elected
mayor in the history of the city of
Farmington Hills.
1 hope that the clection of a mayor

instead of appointment by members of
City Council brings out several candi-
dates and a lively discussion on the fu-
ture of our city.

My reasons for running are to pro-
vide leadership for strengthening the
City Council’s partnership with the
residents, to lend a sympathetic ear to
the concerns of citizens, to give top pri-
ority to the growing traffic problems,
and to work to lower density in the de-
velopment of the remaining open land.

Whilo I supported tho establishment
of an clected mayor, I will strongly
adhero to the other charter provisions
which limit the scope of the mayor’s
office.

If somcone is Jooking for a power
base or stepping stone to higher office,
this is not tho office to scek. I recognize
tho city manager as the administrative
officer of the cily as provided for in the
charter. I had good relations with the
city manager in 1991, the year [ was

mayor, and will do 8o in the future if I
am el msyor.

‘To alleviate the concemn that this
clection will result in largo sums being
spent for an office that pays $2,700 a
year, [ will suggest a voluntary limit on
expenditures among all the candidates
in the rango of the average spent in the
past on council races.

Another concern of mins about con-
tributions to candidates is that no
money should b accepted from devel-
opers or others doing business with the

city.

1 will propose that all candidates
make public a monthly report of con-
tributions so that voters can decide
whether thers ia a real or pereeived
conflict of intercst.

‘The required Iate October report
docs not give voters the information
they need to properly assess who s fi-
nancing the various campaigns.

Aldo Vagnozxl, Farmington Hilla

What children learn in schoot helps define
what thoy are whon they grow up.

And that's why the current battle over educa-
tional standards in Michigan is only partly
atiout schoola, Despita plous protests, it's also
about hard-ball politics.

Hore's an example:

Under the leadership of Clark Durant, the
Stato Board of Education is currently on the
cutting edge of consarvative politics in our
state. At its meeting this week, the board in-
tends to hire Michael David Warren to roview
the Michigan School Code and make recom-
mendations for change to the board. (Remem-
ber, Gov. John Engler called for repeal of the
Sehool Codo in his Janunry state-of-the-state
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thero should be atatewido assessment of what
kids actually lcarn “because some of the ques-
tions in the MEAP teat (tho curront statewide c o i : - o
assessmont vohicle) are value laden.” Which ’ g
ones? He couldn't remember without looking
through his files,

Ho wants to develop a code that “ompowers

eddress.) parents, teachera and childron to get the highest . our weryda.'/ low Prices on
:Who ia Michael David Warren? What aro his possible educational quality.” Thia phrascology ; N

credentials? How did ha got this senitive job? is often used on tho right as a way of saying that Seleet d!nne’ware, ﬂal‘ware
‘In an interview with him last week, I learnod thero should be no educational standards in z

Michigan schools beyond what parents want.

So hore wo have an enormous debato taking
placo lorgely in a media vacuum about the fu-
ture of our achoo!s and our kids. And we have
the very political head of the State Board of Ed-
ucation selecting for a pivotal job a product of
the right-wing farm team, Don't tell mo that
this debatoe is not politicat to the core!

Public education in Michigan today is at very
groat risk.

The poople who want to climinate statewide
loarning standarda and (maybe) spend public
funds on private schools are amart, tough politi-
clana, Tho folka who want s mandated state-

Warren Is & young lawyer who received his B.A.
in history from Wayno Stato Univeraity and his
law dogros from the University of Michigan in
1992, Ho clorked for Michigan Supreme Court
Jisntico Dorothy Comatock Riley and now works
for n Dotroit law firm. He has never taken an
education courre nor taught children in a class-
o,

! Warren waa recommonded to Durant by Gov.
Engler's deputy legal counsol, Michael Gadola. -
Now, Gadola is also preaident of the Michigan
chapter of the Federalist Soclety, which Warmen
calls “a lbertarian-consorvative soclety of at-
tomeys that dovolops conservative policy and

stemware, and giftware.

dobates liberals.” wide modal curriculum are all too often fuzxy-
! Guets what: Warren was tho vice chalr of the headed educ Michloon Eduoation As-
U}-M chapter of tho same Federalist Soclety. In ]

P f
sociation with no political credibility.
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