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This time OCC will fight for tax

By TiM RiciARD
HTAFY WRITER

H OCCMILLAGE

‘This time you'll sco n \
for tho Oakland Community Col.
lego millage proposal.

Voters in the OCC district will
decide on Monday, June 12, a pro-
posal for an 0.8-mil), property-tax
Increaso for meven yeans. Juno 12
Is the date of annual board elec-
tions in school diatricts.

“Last timo we went for the ‘yes'
voters, The public didn't know
about it,” sald trustee Carol Crow.

Crow a2id an ad should quota
tho stall member who said: “Next
tima you call 811, you'll bo helped
Ly someone tralned at 0CC."

“Wo need some ads, some yard
slgns,” sald board chalr Janice
Simmons. “On the day of the cloc-
tion, people will have to be active
at the polla.”

“We have to find someono who
has run, lost and won millage
eloctions,” sald trustoe Sandra
Ritter. “Wo can’t stay in-house.
Yard slgns are great.”

“It ban to be a grass-roota strat-
egy, working with PTAs, PTOs
and board members,” said Chan-
cellor Patsy Calkina. “Obviously,
unlo"nl would be part of this strat-

]

“We have a lot of negative
things," wamed vico-chair Judlth

Wiser, clting & Juns 6 voto on &
fraction of a mill for the SMART
bus system and other school dis-
trict money roquests.

OCC voters refocted a March 16
proposal for one mill in perpotul-
ty by a 55-45 margin. The cam-
paign used a telephone bank and
on-campus signa to contact 30,000
students and 180,000 former stu-
dents of the two-year college. Tho
poor turnout — fower than 44,000
— led many OCC leaders to seek
new tactlcs.

If approved, the property tax
hike would add $25.6 miilion to
the revenue stream, raising the
total to $97.6 million. Top priot-
tlea for the new money in the first
year: major maintenance projects,
$13 milllon; cspital oquipment,
46 mllllon; and new academic pro-
grams, $6 million.

Eight-tentha of a mill would
amount to B0 conta per $1,000 of
taxable value. It would be a tax
increase of $40 to the owner of a
house with a market value of
$100,000 and $80 on a $200,000
kome.

The tax would start in summer
of 1995 and be collected until the
summer of 2001.

OCC truatees made threo decl-
slons In satting tho election:
8 They choso to bo on the ballot
with all K-12 school board 2loc-
tiona plus money proposals In
Troy, Huren Valley, South Lyon,
Cl villo and Brandon school

fill it. I think we noed a milt."”
Added trustse Carol Crew: “I
feel my [ntogrity is hurt if [ aay wo
neod o half-mill now when we
neodod a mill before.”
But Chancellor Calkins and
rice-chalr Judith Wiser aald vot-

districta.

“The two diatricts that sup-
ported our (March 16) proposel
had thelr own,” said trustes Anne
Scott, “We won on thelr coattalls,
Thoae auperintandents wsaid,
‘We're a team and we'll belp

ot

Seott added that an election
prior to tho etart of the now fiscal
year waa nocessary for employse
morale.

Chuck Neumann, math profes-
sor who heads the OCC faculty
union, said it recommended a
June 12 offort.

B The propesal was trimmed 20
percent from one full mill on
March 16 to 0.8 mill,

Conventional wisdom holds
that it's best to ank for a full mill
because many voters will misread
fractions and Interprot 0.8 mill as
8 mills.

Two board membors held out
for a full mil but lost. Sald trus-
teo Douglas Wakefield: “If you
have a hole in the dike and it
takes a bag of cemont to fix it,
then olght-tenths of a bag won't

era had sald no to a full mill, end
1t was nocessary ti trim.

8 Tho proposal will be for soven
yoara rather than In perpetuity.
Beven was g compromise between
those who wanted 10 years and
those who wanted five.

1.65 mills. That's bigher then tho
30-yoar average of 1.4 mills and &
little below the 1979 high of 1.7
mills.

In 1965 votera approved one
mill in perpotuity for general pur-
. ‘The operstion of the
Headlos tax limitation emend-
ment to thoe state constitution has
whittled that to 0.85 mills cur-
rently. In the past, OCC boards
lovied unvoted fractiona of a mill
‘f;arcunltxudlun but no longer can

80,

Got a general interest question
on the OCC ballot proposall Call
Tim Richard’s Touch-Tone voice
mail number: 1- 313-953.2047,
Ext. 1831, Answers will be pub-
{ished in upcoming editions.

OCC students face double whammy

By TiM RICHARD
Hrary Wermes

Oakland Community College
students could take a double hit
next year if voters reject a second
tax proposal on Junc 12.

Firat, they could sec a big tui-
tion inercase over the present $46
per credit hour to balance the
budget without layoffs.

Second, they could loss the new
tultion credit against their state
incomo taxes if the board
hikes tuition more than 3 percent,
the rate of consumer price infla-
tion. Public Act 7 of 1995 will give
the tax bresk only if OCC had
hold the line at $47.38 a credit
hour.

“I've alwaya been ofther o no
voter ot a reluctant yos on tultion
hikes,” mald trustes Douglas
Wakeficld, of Saouthfield, who
brought up the topic Monday.

‘The board deferred sction until
after the June 12 cloction, at
which voters will bo asked to raize
the property tax for seven years by
0.8 mill (80 cents per $1,000 of

taxable value). The tax would cost
$40 on a $100,000 houss and $80
on & $200,000 houre, It would add
$256.5 million to a total budget of
$97.5 million.

If the proposal fails, OCC
would have a projocted budget of
$76 million and revenues of $72
million, Covering the $4 million
shortfall with heavy Iayo{fs would
require a tuitlon hiko of $10 per
credit hour, Wakefield calculated.

Such an increass shocked mont
trustees, espocially sinco they bad
promised to hold tuition flat for
five yeara (f the March 16 one-
mill proposal hed passed.

At $56 a credit bour, OCC
would leap to No. 2 in the state,
behind St. Clair's $57.85 and
ahoad of Mott's $55, trustee Carol
Crow of Waterford said. Current-
Iy, OCC's $46 tuition rate is 16th,
with Gogebic at 20th with $32 per
cred(t hour.

“I've never beard St. Clalr or
Mott students complain,” eald
Paul McCullough, student repro-

sentative on the QCC board, what they'ro voting on.”
Trustee Sandra Ritter of Kot advised gotting » group of
Waterford was unh at even ftted yes voters, jgni

discussing o massive tultion hike
prior to the eloction for fear that
negative voters would say,
“They've already fixed their
problem.’ ”

With neither a tax biks nor tul-
tion hiko, a $4 million deficit
could tranalate into layoffs of 100
of the 798 em&!oy’:u. « college

o

ment I3 planned until after tho
election, sald George Carteonls,
communlty relations director.

Meanwhile, CCC trustees spent
most of their two-hour mecting on
election atratexy.

Terry Kot, a Waterford school
district administrator with a long
succesa record, wamed, “We'vo
got 8,000 no votes on anything.
Thoy're committed. ‘They’ro
agninst taxes in any way. They'll
sea cars st tho procinct, figure
thero's an eloction, and go in and
vate no without cven knowing

each one a group of five voters and
haoving the core group gulds the
others with a maillng, phone calls
for questions, o phono call the
night beforo the eloction, and an-
other phone csll if they haven't
voted by 6 p.m. eloction day.

“If people toll you they voted no
becauss they wers called too of-
ten,” Kot sald, “they were going
to vote no anywny,”

OCC officials have decided In-
formally thoy will usa campaign
contributions to buy somoe adver-
tising. In the March 16 campaign,
they relied largely on a telephone
bank to roust out 118,000 formor
students and 30,000 current stu-
dents, That proposal went down,
18,000 to 23,000.

PTAs and Civic ' groups who
want a speaker on OCC's millage
or any other OCC topic can col
the community relations office at
1--810-540-1840.

Hills offers more recyle alternatives

Beginning May 1 thero will bo
changes In the Farmington-area’s
curbaide recycling program.

.. Changes include:

# Magazines and catalogs will be

accepted,
M B Clean aluminum foll end food
k trays will be accepted.

1 Labels can be 1eft on case.
® Coupons and glossy advertise.

i menta can be recycled with news-

papers.
M Plastic tubs and trays or any
wide-mouthed plastic 1

with a number 1 or 2). Theso con-
tainers are not accepted by plastie

recyclers.
It is (mportant to {n&lw ‘l:?

serts Including the coupon and
advertising sections in the bin
1o0se, tucked to one slde, or In &
brown paper grocery bag.

correct P
fore putting items {n the recycling
bin. impropetly prepared material
may be left in the bin. The guide-
lincs are:
1 Magazines and catalogs must

be bundled. Tie them securely o

with string or use strong rubber
band. Place them inside the bin

such aa butter tubs, yogurt con-
talpers, cups and trays, are no

; Ionx}sr accepted {even thoss coded

next to

must be sorted from newspapers
for marketing purposes.

® Place newspapers and all in-

@ Number 1 and 1 narrow
mouthed plastic bottlea ahould
have lids and rings discardod

num eans, aluminum foil and alu-
minum food traya. ls can

changes,
new recycling trucka will bo on
the road The new trucks will
have two ono for

“The label can stay on. Motar oll
and antifreezs contalnera are not

accopted,

# Discard lids and rinse contain-
ors of clear, groen and brown glass
bottles and jars. Labels can stay
on. No window glass, light bulbs,
;ﬂoboa, ocsramlica or Pyrex aro al-

& Rinse or wash tin cans, plumi-

magexines and newsprint, and
one aft the remaining rocyclables.
Instead of the driver sorting on
the curb, the material will be sort-
od at tho Material Recovery Facil-
Ity Lo Southfield.
‘The state-of-the-art facility
1 hanically us.

Eye surgery to correct nearsightedness and
astigmatism can be performed several
ways, The two most popular are
Photorefractive Keratectomy, (PRK)
which uses a computer guided Excimer
Laser and Radlal Keratotomy, (RK}
which uses a hand held scalpel. Civen
the cholce, which would you choose? Clven the
chalce, Vislon Sculpting chose computer guided laser,
Lifs without glazses or costacts.
imagina tha freedom.
From waklng up with clear
vision, to jogging, skilng,
swimming or even dancing
cheek to cheek without glasses
getting In your way.

,___{7111 get all the facts, coma 1
to our next ]
Bring your glasses or prestription and find out I
PRK i3 the right cholce for you.
Detroit: Troy Maion
Tuas., Apt. 25 ~ 8:00 p.m,
200 west 8ig

Zeover

Or to a7ange  frea pansonal consukation
ot for mors information on PRK calt

OF TORONTO » HAMILTON

If you are a member of a community service
organization, a school, a church, a senlor
@réup, an athletic team—any recognized
group that accomplishes its goals through
donated funds, we have a great Idea for youl

We will help you with a "custom fundralser®
that Is tallored to meet your club's speclfic
needs.

What's the first step toward success?
Simply call:

Katie O'Neil at 901-2551
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

The Eccentric

She's walting to give you all the exciting details,

SAFETY AWARENESS AND
CRIME PREVENTION

sorts
ing magnets, screcna and  alr
hlowers.
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