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Time can’t ease Dachau horror

BY GreG KowaLsx)
Hrarr Wame

Of all the horrors that were evi-
dent at the Dachau concentration
camp, the image that out
most in Ben Ewing's memory is a
tender one.

He spent the night in a Na3i 8S
officer’s & aned house. Up-
stairs he found a nursery with
toys on the floor. On the wall was
a crucifix.

But outside were tens of thou.
sands of bodies of people who had
been beaten, tortured and starved
to death

~I just coulda't rasp how any-
one.with such a love of children
uuld be a part of the horrors 1
saw,” Ewing said.

Ewiog, now a Bloomfield
Township resident, was 20 et the
time, but already a hardened
cumbat soldier. But even what he
had scen in battle did not prepare
him for what he saw with the U.S.
Arny troops that liberated the
carnp on April 29, 1945,

Ewing tad been drafted in 1943

while still in high achool but hla
induction was deferred until after
graduation. After taking part in a
college program for saldiers, ho
was sent to Marseilles, France, af.
ter the Battle of the Bulge in De-
cember 1944 a9 an rifleman with
the 103rd Infantry Division.

He wes Immediately thrown
into action.

“The first duy there were 30
many casualtics I became a ser-
geant,” he said. Cut of 160 men in
his company, 100 were killed or
wounded, prompting hia battle-
field promotions from the rank of
private to sergeant.

“} saw a lot of people killed on

both sides. But none of that pre-

tme for what 1 saw at Da.
chau,” he said.

By April 1945, the weatern Al-
lies had pushed into Germany
and were advancing through
wouthern Germany.

Fwing’s unit was on its way to
Munich when it was sidetracked
to Dachau. Soldiers from the

Leadership Oakland
welcomes participants

Qakland Leadership Courcil
formerly the Council of Cham-
bers of Commerve of Oskland
County) will host a kickofl hors
d'oeuvres reception for the 1935-
96 leaderahip Oakland class from
530 to T p.ov. Tuesday, April 25,
at the Palace of Auburn Hills Pal.
ace Club.

leamning opportunities are avail-
able through the alumni associa-
tion.

More than 170 people bave
graduated from the five Leader-
ship Cakland classes i

42nd and 45th Divisions had gons
into the camp on the morning of
April 29th.

“But (some) had gone berserk
over the things they had seen.
They ahot a lot of Gorman S8
troops who wore prisoners. They
seerned out of control,” Ewing
sald.

held around 30,000 prisoners —
far more than it was dealgned to
hold. The notorioun cremstori-
uma could only accommodate 350
bodies a day, so bodies wero
stacked up alengside the ovens.
“I don't know (f they ran out of
fuel or time,” Ewing sald.
“[ guess my first reaction was
ick lalon that peo-

The Ammy felt experi d com-
bat troopa could better handle the
nituation.

Ewing said ho didn't know what
to expect at the campa. Like most
Ameticans, he had heard only va-
gue reports of what bad gone on
there.

The picture became clearer as
tho troops neared the camp.

Thirty railroad cars were stand-
ing outside the barbed wire fence.

“All were piled with bodies of
people,” Ewing said. There were
nearly 3,000 bodiea in the can.
They had been prisoners In the
Buchenwald death camp who had
been shipped to Dachau by the
Germans,

“The SS wanted get them to
Dachau before they were scen,”
Ewing sald. None had been fed or
given water for two weeks, ha Iater
leamed. Incredibly, one persan
was found alive among the bodiea.

Although the weather was still
coal and there was snow on the
bodiea it was not cold enough to
stop the decay.

*The xmell as indescribable,”
Ewing said. “It waa the emell of
the train and the prisoners, the
smel! of decaying bodies.™

The camp was a place of sharp

diverse interesta, including
Chrysler Corp., Oakland Commu-
nity College, William Beaumont
Hospital, Detroit Edison and
buai b of the host

Oakland

OLC chamber of commerce
b Leadenhip Oakland
alumni and [ 4 wﬂ'd* h by “L d hi

pants are invited at no charge,
said Lucia Sulewski, LOC execu-
tive directar. The reception is
open to all interested people who
work or live in Oakland County or
the metro area.

Leadership Oakland belps de-
vilop leadership ukills and pro-

is an cxcellent program. The clear
insights into current and future
issues have already provided divi-
dends for my company and me
personally. The program has also
guided me in focusing my involve-
ment, in the community,” sald
Jess Gessner, Detroit Edison, who

call Leader-

Oakland is a member

vides a better undenstanding of  will be graduating In May.

Oakland County’s busi gov- For infc i

ernment, ed:;ultion. arts, eater- :hip Oakland: (810) 443-0410.
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CLARIFICATION

" An anticle in the April 20 Farm.
ington Observer should have paid
that if Farmington voters tum
down the one-third mill property
tax referendum for SMART —
but it passes county-wide —

Farmington would be liable for
$91,000 in tax revenue. {f the city
had opted out of the election, it
would not have been liable for the
tax revenue.
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The were
packed into barracka while the SS
officers had brick houses with
neat gardens.

“It just blew my mind away,”
Ewing said.

Dachau opened in 1934 and was
the first concentratlon camp for
political prisoners. Only later did
it become a desth camp.

When Ewing arrived, the camp

and
plo could do that kind of thing to
othor people. It was humblingtoa
young guy who hed thought he
had secn everything in combat,”
Ewing recalled.

Ewing spent just one day in Da-
chau. The next moming tho relief
teams arrived to treat tho prison-
ers und hls unit was sent on to
Munich. A few days later, tho war
was over in Europe.

A hall-century later, Ewing zat
amid the stacks of books in the
Bloamfleld Township library,
where he is president of library

Many of his war memorles havo
dimmed, but the images of Da-
chau are fresh.

He doesn’t dwell on it, "but
from time to time something re-
minds me of {t"

in Rwanda
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Like the slaugh
and the killing in Bosnis, he said.

“(Dachau) made mo realizp
what bigotry could ultimately
lead to when taken to the ex-
trems,” Ewing said.

Having grown up In central
Florida when racism was rampant
and blatant, Ewing said his war
experiences causcd his to change
his perceptions.

“I grew up with a higotry
toward blacks,” he sald. That
changed abruptly when his unit
was trapped by some Germans.

They faced certain death but
were saved by a group of black
soldiers, ho said.

That incident and secing Da-
chau changed him, he said.

Now, he eald, “I'm intolerant of
intolerance.”

Financlal boost: TRW Automotive Electronics

Group, whose North and South American headquar-
ters are in Farmington Hills, gave a financial boost

to four Farmington-area organizations recently with .
donations from the TRW Foundation totaling .
$32,200. In the above photo, Philippe Lemaitre
(right), executive vice president of the group, pre-
sents checks to (clochwise) Keuin Bush, executive di-
rector of the Farmington Area YMCA; Pam O'Mal-
ley, co-president of Farmington Families in Action;
Beverly Papai, director of the Farmington Commu-
nity Library; and Ben Marks, executive director of
The Longacre House of Farmington Hills. TRW Au-
tomotive Electronics Group is a producer of safety,
comfort and convenience electronics for the world-
wide automotive market,
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Starting May 15th
Men - Ladles « Mixed « Youth - Senlors
/A *Mon. 33000 13t Place Men's Trlo 7:30 p.m.
« Tues. Morning Ladies 10:00 a.m. e
) o-Tap 12:30 p.m.
Battie of he Sexea Trio 7:30 p.m.
(men & ladas eama of 3 EaS6 exch SO ~  AUTORATIC
« Wd. Seniora Mixed 12:30 p.m. 7. SCORERS
Youth Schoisrahip 7:00 p.m. e

« Thurs. Pareni Youth 7:30 p.m.
Summer Swingers « Mixed Teams of 4 - 7:30 p.m.
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(810) 4787330 for move laforma-
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GLENDALE AUTO SUPPLY 91
Famnington, Michigon
7 _ (810) 476-8400

|

99965 W, 8 M RA.. Sn. 104
Farsingron s, M1 45575
t (810) 478-4755

SCUBA LESSONS
SIGN UP NOW!

All classes are beginning Scuba
& mect for 7 sessions, Starting dates below.

ANN ARBOR  Monday Hay 15t 6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
Tuasday May 2nd  6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
Wedsesday May 3rd  6:00 p.m..10:00 p.m.
Thursday May 4lh  6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
PLYMOUTH  Monday Hay 13t 6:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.
NOVI Wednesday May 3d  6:00 p.m.-10:00 g.m.
« SCUBA * SNORKELING
* SALES -+ SERVICE

DIVERS Incorporated

Add Exclitement Ta Your Life ¢
42295 ANN ARGOA RD. 3380 WASHTENAW A\YE@
(PMC Center) Ptymouth Ann Arbor
451.5430 971-7770 ;X
HOURS; Mon. theu Fri. 11.7; Sat 10-3

Capéala JacquenYres Coustezu,
Chairman of 1he Koord (L8, vers Co., tac,




