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Top clark: The state’s top ci
clerk happens to work at 11 Mile
and Orchard Lake roads. /2A

Extended summer: Farmington
schools will operate a district-wide
summer extended learning pro-
gram for 160 kids. /TA

Telling all: The son of a former
Farmington School Board trustee
is busy sharing his knowledge of
persons who may be connecte.
with the Oklahoma bombing. /9A

e cxwmummmun
Maxes out: Roy Lindhardt of
Farmington Hills has pulled out
his collection of Peter ﬁlax posters
just in time for a benefit. /21A

3

War story: Farmington Hills’
Russell Hines, this week’s guest
columnist, was captured by the
Germans in World War II. /11A

Local Earth Day(s): Some

worthwhile activities are coming

iz)p at the Farmington area Earth
ay April 29-20. /16A

7Stamgoi approval: Our public
schools prabably will survive even
the state’s “fully accredited” list.

Here's what's hotl: Sizzling Lat-
in jazz duo, vocalist Heidi Hepler,
and guitarist Michele Ramo, is
hot! /1B

Pass the popcom: John
Monaghan reviews “Kiss of
Death,” which stars David Caru-
so. /6B

hserver
carriers
collect
the last
7 weck of the
month for that
current
month. A

profit
comes from
their callec-
tions.

Thank you,
Observer Newspapers
313-591-2300
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He has an sye for rare sigmps

Council

At tiills store: - Stamp dealer Karl Sthaé[er (above) says the Disney stamps, shown below in
whot's known as a “souvenir sheet,"” are issued by the Commonwealth of Dominica to get
children interesting in collecting. . (S o
L Tt T g IR L -
Hobby wins stamp of approval | &

Sash ’ By g “]t's time the county and residents

[

BTAYY PHOTOS RY S8aR0N LEMIEUX

Oi’s

vote

B Farmington Hills voters
will help decide the fate of
SMART, tho suburban bus
system, when they go to
the polls for a special elec-
tion June 6.

BY BILL COUTANT
BYArY WRITIR

The Farmington
Hills City Councll
could have done
nothing and o pro-
posed tax increase to
support the SMART
=0 & Lus system  would
still have been put beforo Hills reei-
deata for a Juns 6 vote.

The council, after hearing from res-
jdents and the two county commis-
sioners who represent the city, made
a statement that they wanted city res-
Idents to have a chance to decide the
issue.

“I think it's very important that
there is an aflirmativo vote to put it
on the ballot,” sald Jane Hooper, a
SMART bus rider and Hills resident.
*Dotng nothing sounds like you really
don't cere.””

In fact, doing nothing would have
accamplished the same result as vot-
ing to put the [esue on the ballot.
Oekland County will pay for the elec-

tion.

Tha coundll could have votoed to
‘] - severtice with thobus system, as nav-
ernl other communitics have. That
would have moant Hills voters could
not help decide the saue, and If the
.23.mHi Increass pasoed in June, they
vwould havo lost the service.

The mecting discusslon turned in
... part to whether the council endorses
* the controversial plan. On that score,

thers wore differences of oplnlon.

] think this is an issue on which
the residonts should have an opportu-
nity to vote," said Co Larry

uncilman
Lichtman. “The issue {s not one of
(the council) evaluating SMART.”
County Commissioner Donn Wolf,
who opposea the 8 “ballout”,
2aid he supports eaving the declsion

take the reins of this horse,” Wolf
sald, “whether it passcs or not.”

‘Wolf, who ropresents Farmington
and southern Farmington Hills in the
18th Dlatrict, and 19th District Com-
missloner David Moffitt complained
that the lack of efficiency of SMART,
leading to the “March dissster” when
the SMART board called for the tax
support, will continue if aliowed to
operate as ls.

“The monty is belng given to
SMART without our ever belng able
to negotiate a botter (transportation)
service,” Moffitt sald, “We (county
commissioners) never had an oppor-
tunity to tell them that wa wanted to
run the system a cortain way and
hold their foet to the fire.”

Moffitt added that no one on the
commission opposes public transpor-
tation, just the way SMART oper-
ates, He said with » “political 500-
pound gotilla (Oakland County Exec.
utive Brooks Patterson who
supporta the increase),” the county
should have more say in bow it's run.

By LAY O’COoNNOR
BTAY? WRITER

Two Fammington Public Schools
have the state's stamp of approval,
but the fuk is not fer from spiiling oo
others.
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Tha steto has summary sc-
ditatlon to Hillside Rlsmentary
and HI; mon pus.
improvement, facilities and
curriculuz are but scores
on the on Ansess.

2 scho'ols Vmake grade, -o-thers on hold

Seo SMANT, 2A

Wooddals, and Eagle elomentaries
are & year away from the mark. 8o,
toc, is OB Dunckel on the mlddle
achool Javel. .

Bubper math scores —- which re-
flect @ state trend — trip up the threo
high achools,

Al_!dﬂ from du. l?l!llld'-_ and High-

Parm!

schools ars on laterim socreditation
statui, No school was placed on the
t — madle the grade

liat.
schools ~ 38 .
ststewide. .

year's MEAP scores. Also, &
teacher inadvertantly compromised &
Janguage portlon of tha Compreben-
alve Testa of Baslc Skills by giving
some of ihe questions to students be-
fore the exam.

“] think it was a wondorful reaffir-
mation for the stafl and the parents
who work 10 bard thers,” said Arlene
Johnson, a parent and & member of
Hills!de's school Lmprovemsnt com-

ralttes. .
“It couldn’t have come st & botter
time . . . The staff and the parsots

. neodad & uﬁ. hit of positiva news.”

Added ter, who ls retiring In
Jane, “1 think it indl
the right track.”
Fourth., seventh. and 10tk-graders

oates wa're o0

are testod in Janguago arts and msth.
Fifth-, eighth- and 11th-graders aro
teatod in science,

Percentage of Hillslde students
who scored satisfactory in thia year's
MEAP include: 58 percent in lan-
guage arts; 82 percent in math, and
95.2 parcent In science.

In 1993, 68.5 peroent scored satls-
factory in language arts; B0.2 percent
in math, and 91 percent in science. In
1092, 61.0 percent scosed satlafactory
in language arts, 733 peroent in
math, and 83.3 percent.

Those betweon 51 to 65 percent in
one area can atill be if the
achool complies with Public Act 25,
Y

. Bee SCHOGLS, CA
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