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arth Day's over, isa't it? Well, yes and
E no. If you're taking the national views,

you're too late. We did hear something
about the 25th-annual Earth Day being ob-
served acruss the nation last Sunday, We can’t
speak for the rest of the country, but here in
the Farmington area Earth Dayta) 93 will be
celebrated Saturday-Sunday, Aprl 29-30,
with some wurthwhile doings ot Heritage
Purk on Farmington Road.

Laet's see now accordiag to articles carried
in the last several Farmington Observers, free
seedlings will be handed out, seminars on en-
virenmental issues ill be offered, arts nnd
crafts with envir al themes p
and quail released with special permission cf
the state DNR.

Therell also be a contest — Trash To Trea-
sure — that encourages people to intercept
something headed for the landfill and make a
useful item of it.
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Local Earth Day(s)

Worthwhile events coming up

B Thero is hope and, as I3 30 often
tho case, that hope springs from
tho grass—roots level, from places
like Heritage Park on Saturday and
Sunday.

a lifestyle. Earth Day is about changing it.

John and Jane Q. Suburbanite might just
serutch their heads and any, “Why change?”
It's too bad that eo many people fecl this way
becauso our planct in the closing years of tho
20th Century truly nceds our attention.

But there ia hope and, as is so often the
case, that hope springs from the grass-roots
level, from places like Heritage Park in Farm-
ington Hills on Saturday and Sunday.

Hope also comes shining through in the spirit

of volunteerism offered up by suburbanites in
the annual c]cunupe of the Rouge River and oth-
er ies along that long-polluted stream.

Gotng over these events
us of one very impertant thing about Earth Day
in particular and environmental causes in gen-
eral: They are best observed at the focal level.

Try as they might, the tastemakers in
Washington und Hollywood and in the corpo-
rate boardrooms never could sell Earth Day to
Amvrica — not in 1970 when the idea was
considervd 1o be u communal pipe dream of
dangerous radicals, and not in recent years
when they rolled away the rock and tried to
resurrect the concept.

Earth Day never caught on with Americans
as did, for instance, President Bush's short,
suceessful war in Saudi Arabiz and Iraq. But,
after all, the Gulf War was nbout maintaining

It's an important story when people band
together to tackle trash and brave toxina in an
attempt to clean up what years of neglect and
abuse have caused. It needs to happen more
often and on a much larger seale, but it's good
to sce all the same.

And there's additional hopoe seen in the
willingness of residents to accept a recycling
program, cven though it means inconverience
amd sometimes added expense.

Little things like that make us realize that
the promise of Earth Day exists in our com-
munities. The ballyhoo (or lack of it) from
Washington, Hollywood or the boardrooms
isn't going to diminish that.

school districts these days. In other dis-

tricts, though. heads are hanging. And,
in «till othaers. they're being scratched in con-
fusion and perplexity.

The state’s “fully accredited” roster came
down last week, and some names you'd expect
to find on Michigan's short list of exceptionnl
schocls were missing. Statewide, only four
high gchools, none from the Detroit area, were

%cads are being held high in certain

Educators across the state — especially
those whaose schools failed to make the list or,
worse, were given unaccredited status — were
wondering what to do about their district’s ap-
parent academiz shortcomings.

Well, these educators needn't £all on their
swords — figurntively speaking, of course —
over this Intest thunderclap of criticiam from
above. They should be used to it by now.

Yet another state list still another federat
report. There've been so many over the past
decade or so that they've had a numbing effect
on educators, teachers, parcnts and students.

Remember “A Nation At Risk,” the 1983 re-
port that predu'u'd dire consequences for the
USS. if the nation’s schools weren't immediate-
ly improved? Quite a few people must have
done quite a bit for our schools since then.

Consider the ber of stud, who've

Schools will survive ranking

used what they've learned in our public
schools to launch successful college purauits,
carcers and lives. Yes, we survived cven “A
Nation At Risk.”

Now, we're not putting down such
statewide tests, the msulting lists of aceredit-
ed schools and criticr) reports on education.

In fact, we applaud them. They serve as
wake-up calls to districts that need them. Rat-
ings are one way to let educators know that
they are being held accountable.

That said, though, we have to add that
there's s0 much in education that tests and ac-
creditation plana just can’t measure,

For one, there's the attitude of the parents
that's right, the parents. If parents aro the
type who revere cducation — and they some-
how can transfer that attitude to their off-

spring — then we bave a feeling that the
students will be mmuful.
If,h 100 man; ider the

public schools as nndzmg more tlum the
world's largest (and most cxpensive) day care
center, then heads will be hanpng nroun
1 head tors come time.

Without this crucial factor — good parental
attitude — we're afraid tho educational equa-
tion just won't work out for lots of students.

Hey, maybe there should be asscssment
testa and secreditation for parents.
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‘This is serious’

ank Borgman is getting desperate. He's
H reaching for straws. Now he says that

59 degrees Fahrenheit was o record
high in Antarctica. He cleverly ignores that an
average temperature of 32F on the coast dur-
ing worm months means that it is above (reez-
ing roughly hall of that time.

OK. Let’s assume for a moment that
Antarctica won't melt. Let’s use Hank's own
estimate that the Antarctic ice cap would
raise the oceans 200 feet if it did melt. About
one-tenth of the glaciers of the world are out-
side of the Antarctic.

They will melt. The oceans will rise over 22
fect. Tides will amplify this effect. It won't
take millions of years. It will be dizastrous to
wildlife, ccology, harbors, shorelines and mil-
lions of people.

‘This is not just clever little letters in the
Observer. This is serious . . . and we must
not just stick our heads in the sand . , . like
Hank Borgmaon.

Dick Landback, Farmington Hills

Jokes needed
M om writing to say thanks very much to Phil

B Power for his opinion as expreased in him com-
A mentary in the April 13 issue of the Observer.

I could not agree more that we are speading
too much time worrying about everybody else —
and all of the minority problems that we have.

1 feel that we are no longer a government of
the people, by the people and for the people. In-
stead we are operating our government us a
government of a few, by the few and for the few.

And yea, let's get back to where we can
have a few ethnic jokes. The whole concept of
humor secma to be lost in the current Ameri-
can scene, Humor scems te now be a matter of
how disgusting and obscene we are willing to
be on public TV or wherever.

ail have a stake in school reform. [ urge you to
be heard

Proposal A incrensed the state sales tax
and converted six mills of your property tax to
a state tax to fund public education. The state
is considering reducing both the state curricu-

ing commitment of public education.

The state curriculum und the School Codo
should reflect state responsibilities for a “pub-
lic education™ and students’ learning necds, It
should not be driven by a dollar sign alone.

The state has the responsibility for the na-
tional interest of o uniform minimum level of
education of its citizenry. That interest is
broadly defined as educsting the citizenry on
the founding and support of our democratic in-
stitutiona and on the knowledge and skilla re-
quired to be productive contributora to society.

The business community has identified the
need for problem-solving, interpersonal com-
munieation, and applied basic skills of all high
school graduntes, We know how to test for ba-
sic kills.

A uniform state teat with a high absolute
standard of achicvement is required. The test-
ing of higher order skills ia not so well known.

Public Act 25, that requires local goal sct-
ting, measurement, and reporting with com-
munity involvement, is a realistic wny for
state support of these needs in the absence of
a relisble evaluation methodology at the state
level.

Finally, as Thomas Jefferson noted, public
financing of private interests is tyranny. Pub-
lic funding must be restricted to public educa-
tien.

We need a atate curriculum and a School
Code that nchieves these results, Take part
and be heard.

Formi Board of Ed

Some good cthnic jokes could be delightiul
‘Thanks ngain. I could not agree more,
Robert F. Bunker, Farmington Hills

York: ‘Take part’

n Monday, May 1 from 4-6 p.m., state
Jegialators are coming to the Furmmg'
ton Training Center to conduct a publxc
hearing on the revision of thu School Codo
bers of the Farmi wo

His solution
have come up with the perfect solution for
our worst carcer criminals and murderera:
Execution. This will solve a few important
bl We save the taxpayera the

rood. clothing, and the building and mainte-

of

again. The best part is we could transplant

neced them, saving many valuablo livea,

Leon L. Schoichit, Farmington Hills
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Qur Misniow: “Because we publish community ru:wlpaptn, wc !hln* abaut mmmunityjoumllam
in a fundamentally different way than our bigger o be

they cover,

ping In to write the uluuual or

lonal and then dashing off to cover

hing elec, We r!gnrd ourselves as both accurate
Journalists and u# caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Power

lum and the Schoel Code to reduco their fund-

David L. York, truucc. '

nance of new jails, They can't commit the crime

their organs into good citizens who desperately




