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POINTS OF VIEW

SMART provides service despite budget cuts

hh wccl( thero wlll be 200,000

: ‘reasons to save the SMART bus
. systom, Maybe you know soms
nf them, Walter Vendittolll of Warren
‘is one, He's 73 years old and still works
‘full timo at Honry Ford Hospital, get-
‘ting up at 4:30 a.m. to ride the bus to
‘work overy morning.

. Heprides himsolf on beling vital and
spraductive, but will loso hls only way
:to work end be forced to rotire if tha
‘SMART miliage voto falls Juna 6th.

¢ “} hate the word "retire’— thut sa
«word that makes peoplo old,” Mr. Ven-
«dittelli says as ho campaigns vigorous-
ly for the bus millage.

Or maybe you know Florence Felong
of Southfield who can only get toa
Clawson nursing homoe every day to
care for hor ailing sister becauss of the

MART bus.

Or Lenoro Corkum of Oxford who,

despite suffering from multiple aclero-

my only way of getting to the doctor
without using my food money,” she

Two hundrod thousand trips a week
— that's whnt SMART is providing to-
day. And we'vo been doing it deapite
mnjor federsl budget c&(: for transit, as

sin, works as a groeter ut the Clark

Kmart in her olectric wheolchair — sho

:ill loso hee job without the SMART
us,

Or maybe you know Mary Kaiser of
Dearborn, a senior citizen who needs
medical treatment for her aillng log
and would havo to spend $40 a cab trip
to her medical treatment. “SMART's

com-
munlllol noeded to operate and fund
their own bus systems.

Wo've cut our costs threo etralght
years and increased our ndcrthlp 21
ulmlght‘!nonlhl a rccord

most efficient in the United States,

We'vo dono ll we can without Jocal
tax support. No teansit systom n tho
countiy operates without local tax sup-
port and this May, without your help,
we'll bo forced to shut down.

1've been asked hundreds of times
why I've continued to atay on as the
unpald “Interim" General Manager of
SMART for throe ycars now, in addi-
tion to my county responsibilities.

‘Thero are 200,000 reasons a woek.

Lasty fonal stud.
by New York Clty dcclnmd SMART's
maintenance/inventory system the

Mboybe you care for is among
them-Maybo they're all someone elsc’s
friends or family,

For me, the emotional story of the

man who told the Macomb Board of
Commizsionors how hao lost his job
when hia company moved out of town
continues to haunt me. He eaid: “I nev-
erthought I'd ever rido the bus. Now
T've lcarned that wo'ro all just one bad
break away from thanking God tho
buses are there.”

The cost of the % mill tax to the
owner of a $100,000 homo is $16 a year.
The election is Juno 6th.

‘The lines at tho polls won't be long. I
hope you'll come out and help us.

ichael Duggan is interim generol
manager of SMART and Wayne Coun-
ty Deputy Executive.

LETTERS

‘Rlchard Is wrong

im Richard unmasked his igno-

rance in his April 13 column

“Reduce (Inmkvn driving by
‘changing our lifestyles.”

i Richard denounced tough laws and

. harsh punishment toward those who

+drink ond drive. He asucrts that tough
*laws do not have any impact on reduc-

! ing the number of drunken drivers.

¢« Instead, Richard proclaims that

: changing our lifestyles would have

* grenter impact. He suggests that Amer-

“icans should adopt a three-hour “tea

+time" during the afternoun, as they do

*in England.

Richard's logic is that bar patrons
»could not spend an entire day drmkmj,
*heeause bors would shut down for “ten-
+time closing.” In addition, Richard
*argues that more neighborhood bars
“would reduce the number of drunken

“ drivers because patrons could walk to
< und from the bar,
1 Atfirst | thought he was joking.
" However, Richard’s futile attempt to
. support his ideas revesled that hein-
 tended to be taken serioualy. It is obvi-
" ous that Richurd did not research the
» issue of drunken driving before advo-
» cating his convoluted ideas,
Onc inquiry to the Nullunnl ngh-

Nearly half of those accidents in-
volve alcohol. NHTSA reports that
nearly 250,000 Americans died at the
hands of drunken drivers between
1982-1992,

Furthermore, had Richard closcly ex-
amined documented studies, he would
have learned that stiffer penalties for
drunken driving have heen instrumen-
tal in reducing the number of people
who dicd in alcohol related accidents
by 20 percent in 1990 compared to
1980,

Americans are fed up with the havoe
that drunken drivers wreak on our
highways. Across the natlon, people are
embracing harsher lows targeted ot
drunken drivers,

Warren's new ardinance that confia-
cates the automobiles of those driving
drunk with o suspended license serves
as 0 prime example. Americans clearly
understand that people who drink and
drive while above the legal alcoho! lim-
it are critninals and should be treated
as such,

Richard contradicts himself by
concuding that “we need new tough
laws to avoid drunken driving, but |
have my doubts about harsher punish-
ments for drunken drivers after the ac-
cident.” That's like saying we need
tough laws to prevent munder, but if

way Traflic Safety A
- would have disclosed the seriousness
ol’(lmnkcn driving. According to
~ NHTSA, traffic accidents are the
* greatest single cause of death in the
U.S. for every age category between 6
< ond 33,

At last, we can measure
a school’s performance

he Michigan Department of Education
last week released its first-cver list of

state-nccredited schools.

a murder, they
should elude harsh punishment.
Richard is out of step with reality.
Not once did he mention the notion of
personal accountability. Not once did
he mention the exorbitant cost of
drunken driving on our society.

Richard's limited understanding of
this insue is obvious, What is not as
abvious is why Phil Power continues to
publish the irrelevant nonsense that
Tj';n Richard so regularly spews.

Dubin, la

On school code
his is an open letter to Gov,
John Engler:
Dear Gov. Engler: [ would like
to be considered for appointment to the
next available judicial vacancy.

1 have absolutely no training or expe-
rience on the legal field; however, my
cducation credentials are excellent, If
lawyer Michael David Warren, with no
training or experience in the field of ed-
ucation, can be sclected to re-write the
Michigan School Code, then it is logi-

Stop lllegals

car senator or representative:
Right now as many as three
million illegal sliens are enter-
Ing our country each year. The illegal
alien crisis is costing me and all tax-
payers billions of dollars for welfare,
public housing, unemployment, frce
health care and bilingual education.

Tlegal aliens are also rcnponslhlc for
much of the drug trafficking that is de-
stroying our children.

As a taxpayer from your voting dis-
trict, I urge you to support H.R. 387 to
assign military troops to assist the
Border Patrol in stopping illegol aliens

Bates, recognizing the City C}mm:r
d (in at least four
that the mayor shall appoint said
members, remained of the opinion that
the procedure should be changed to
protect the potential appointeea and
her constituenta,

Various other council members then
chimed in with their reapective posi-
tions, and the public was also allowed
the opponunny to address the issue.

It is curious to this writer that the
very issue the council now sces asa
pouib[e problem with the direct elec.
tion of the mayor was raised by me in
opposition to the council’s desire to
chango the charter allowing for the
clcﬁ.wn of the mayor by the voters (not

1 wes opp to the people

at our border.

1 also urge you to co-sp: HR.
373 to bring legal immigration quotas
back down to a reasonable level, say
300,000 ot the most, not | ml!llona

George Si Fi

eclecting their mayor, but because I
didn’t believe the process had been
well thought out — for instance, ifa
sitting council member is elected may-

cal to assume that an llent teacher
would alse make an excellent judge.

Unfortunately, ] did not have the
foresight to become involved in the new
politically correct organizations, such
a8 those with right-wing Libertarian
Icanings while 1 was in college, There-
fore, my request will probably be ig-
nored.

I will continue to do an excellent job
educating children in the classroom
unless prohibited by the Michigan
School Code of the future,

Maric W. Welgold, Farmington
Hills

Why plck fight?

hing a recent F

or, do the residi realizo that per-
son's replacement on council will be
sclected by council — not by the vot-
crs)?

So, instead of welcoming the new
the

Hl"l Council mneung. I was zn-
trigued by the d (i

to-be, instead of pi

by Councilperson Nancy Bates) con-
cemning the appointment of persona to
boards and commissions by the mayor.
Bates indicated that her constitu-
ents had veiced a concern to her about
the to-be-elected mayor having the op-
portunity to appoint members to

hoards and commissions for a period of
up to lour years.

bcat. imu:ad ofextcndlng their hands
infr and ion, certain
current mernbcn of council chose in-
stead to throw down the gauntlet and
pick a fight. When will the voters final-;
ly reatizo that a change in personnel
and attitude is necessary on the coun- ¢
cil? .
May I suggest, Nov. 7, 1995? :

Paul R. Sowerby, Farmington Hll.ll

: Although complex anil very bureaucratic —
. the department's question and answer guide-
: lines ran to ncarly cight pages, single-spaced —
: this is the first time all Michigan public schools
. have been rated by o common standard: com-
~ parative succesa in a scries of MEAP {Michigan
Eduution Asscssment Program) tests.

Of Michigan's 3,600 nchoaln. only 146
mcmvnd the highest mting — “summary ac-

jon.” Locally, dow Common

. and Hillside Elemtnw'y School were top-
: ranked, a terrific accomplishment.
. Around 3,000 schoals received “interim ac-
+ creditation,” which means they aro making
progr but more imp tis needed in
next year's test round to keep up.

Of the 89 schools that received no accredita-
! tion, noxt year's results will bo crucial. If they
! continue unaccredited, they could losoup to &
; percent of their atate por-pupil aid. Continued

Each local board of education scts its own
courses, credita and graduation requirementa.
Michigan joins only Nebraska and Wyoming in
this extraordinary degreo of local control. In the
other 47 states, couracs, credits and graduation
requirements are sct statewide,

Ench Tocal scbml dlauict picks its textbooks,

¢ poar performance could result in having princi-
1 pals removed and studenta transforred to ace
: credited schools. Locally, no schools were unnc-
 credited.
: For the firat time, schools thet fail to measure
» up will get hurt. That alone is good news for

: those who realize Mlchlrnn s nchooh need uub-
: 1 stantlal imp

and size, and
hims and ovulunwu ita teachers. The last state
to do 8o, Michigan in 1993 mandated teacher
ovaluation,

Glven tho high degree of local control, it's not
surprising that Michigan schools therefore vary
enormously in nludent achievement, parental

jon, dards and services. We have

At :
» of public instruction Robert Schillcr said,

+ "This is the first opportunity for ua to shino the
: : light on those who are dotng it well and those

H } who are not.”

¢ Allthis comes about whilo a ficrce dobate is

: raging about how beet to reform schaols. Very

¢ broadly, the argument is botween thoso who

¢ think that improvement can best come about by
: ! letting tho forces of market competition detar-

+ mine which achools survive and which dis and

: + thoss who hold that it’s possibla to reform the

: + public school system in Michigan without do-

; stroying it

H For thoas readers who aro interosted In some

: : factual background to thia dobats, here’s a com-
1 pilation that might be useful:

: Michigan has some 660 locat school districts

wilh more uun 3,600 l:hooh serving 1.6 mitlion
An

i1,

ditional 190,000 goto
nen-public schools. :

nomu of the finest schools, best teachers and
most able students in the nation, Wo also have
soma achools, teachers and students whoso fail-
urea are chronle.

Through the MEAP tost, wo at last havo a
singlo uniform tool to measuro what kids actu-
ally learn in all 3,600 Michigan achools. MEAP
{sn't tho best tost, but some objoctive teat is
better than no test.

And now, through the accreditation proceas,
tho results of MEAP tests are bolng brought
together for our schools, building by building.
’l'hat 's a big step forward, one that parenta,

and should ap-

plavd,

Phil Power is chairman of tha company that
owna this newspaper. Hiz Touch-Tone voice
mail number {8 (313) 863-2047, Ext. 1880,

Our 79% APR an :Money® Line Turns

Your House Into Ready Cash. With No Fees.

Vacations, home improvements or the means to consolidate your bills
could be right at your doorstep. Take advantage of our Equi: Money
line of credit and benefit from an espedially low rate effective oll the
way through 1995, With no application fees or closing costs. And the
interest is usually tax-deductible’ To apply, visit any branch. Or call

tolkfree: 1-800-CALL-MNB. The financing you need could be

right in your own backyard.

9.5%—1 1% APR sepionee
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