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Trinity House presents inspiring story

BY Tas TAracow
Srectat Wams

Trinity House Theatre is & the-
atce that rarely seems to stray
fram a theatrical challenge. The
performance of “Juggers Rain™
written by Ron Mark, now being
presented there ia cestainly not an
exception to their theatrical ex.
perimentstion. You'll be whisked
away to & world of surrcatistic
fantasy where you will learn that
appeanances are not always as
they seemn.

The play opens with the main
character, Jugger, (P. W. Henry of
Westland), paying a bizarre trib-
ute to the tree that sits in front of
his house. This tree, we soon
learn, is a symbol af survival for

ily. We are introduced into
the make-belicye world that his
family has chosen to live in. In
their eccentric world, their hard.
shipa and handicapa are overcome
through fsith and optimism.
Their fantasy worid has been cre-
ated for them through the inspir-
ing words of Jugger.

Jugzze has belped them belicve
that they can achieve things that
others believed to be unattain-
able. His mentally retarded
brother, Boogie, belicves that he
gives lectures at Harvard.
Jugrer's sister, Sissy, who suffers
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Jugper's brother, Camney, (Guy
Snydu of leunl-). - now famous

w
“Jugger’s Rain”

» Trearer: Trinity House
Theatre, 33840 W Six Mio
Road (Noctheast cornar of Six
e Raad anxt 1-275). Livonia

» Cunvain Yaug 8 p.m. Fridays
ang Saturdays theiough May
20.3pm. Sun., May 7

» Tacxarss $7, calt (313) 464-
1311

from arthritis, believes she is a
ballering. His other sister, Isbel
whu had to have a hysterectomy
young in life, stuffs her dress with
a doll and tella her (amily that
she is pregnant.

However, the one commeon
dream that they all ahare is the
resurn of their beloved father,
Amos. Each day they beliove that
he will retum from work and be
with his family. The sed truth Is
that he was burned elive in a for-
est fire many years earlier.

Their somewhat stable world is
turned upside down when

ms Lo ro-
move the liea that Lhny hnw all
come to bellove.

What he doesn't realizo s that
the trutha that they believe in in
what has kept them happy,
atrong, and alive for many yearu.

While the cheracters at first
seem too strange to be real people,
we learn that they represent a
family that truly is human. As
Jugger said, "All people are flo-
wera, with hair rooted in the
carth, drinking up the truth. The
body is a stem, strong as a tree —
toes — blossoms opening to the
sun llko jewels.” By this, we leamn
that thls family has bloasomed by
being seemingly unhampered by
the physical obstacles in their
way.

While each performance is very
guod, you will be amazed by Lau-
ra Gumina's perfarmance as Veri-
ty, Jugger's mother. The Redford
resldent steals overy sceno with
her Intenso acting ebility. P.W.
Henry is inspiring as Jugger and
Colleen Hayes ia charming as
Dulcy, Camoy's wife.

Tami Tobacchi is a free-lance
writer who specializes in theater.

Dance groups celebrate spring

Midwest Dance Theatro is pre.
senting their apring concest, “Vi-
vadanse” — a» m of dance.
from fun-filled “Western Epi-
sodes”™ to the classical “Pas de
Quatre,” 3 pn Sun., April 30 at
Mercy High School in Farmington
Hills. Call (810) 663-9444 for tick-
et information.

The company, under the direc-
tion of artistic director Evelyn
Kreason, is also re-ataging Kreas-
son's original 1985 ballet, “Win.
ter Mouming” in memory of the
10th anniversary of her son's
death. Seemingly bealthy, he died
suddenly from a heart attack.

8 Michigan Classic Ballet Com-
pany presents, “The Seasons of
Spring” 4 p.m. Sat, May 6, at the
Smith Theatre for the Performing
mmunity
Collegz's Orchard Ridge campus
in Parmington Hills. Call {(810)
€61-4349 for ticket information.

A ballet and jarz workahop will
be offered 7-3 p.m. Priday, May 5,
st the Smith Thestre. Mary C.
Geigez, artistic director, and Re-
pee Gmmaitico, choreographer
and srtistic director of Ann Arbar
Dunce, will conduct. The fee for
participants, who must be at lezat
12 years of sge, is 815; the obser-
vaticn fee is $5. Dancers can par-
ticipate in the workahop, and at-
tend the concert for $20.

Michigan Classic Ballet, a par-
ticipant in the MidStates Region-
al Dance Americz, was recently
pamed an Honor Company. For
tke third consecutive year, Michi-
gan Classic Ballet will perform on
Gala Night at the MidStates Fes-
tival, Msy 17-21 in Fort Wayne,

Director: Mar_y Geigeris
Artistic Director of the
Michigan Classic Ballet
Co.

Ind. The event is hosted by the
Fort Wayno Ballet Company.

W Detroit Dance Collective is cel-
ebrating ita 15th anniversary with

family concerts, sponsored by
Target, May 11-12 at Southfield’s
Milleanium Center.

Tickets for a reception after
Friday's concert are $10. Call
(810) 552-7000.

Concert highlights include
Kramer's work, “Fine Folk,”
made possible through a Creative
Antist Grant to Kramer by the
Arts Foundation of Michigan in
conjunction with Michigan Coun-
cil for the Arta and Cultural Af-
[airs.

‘The piece features music by
populsr einger and musician
Dean Rutlege, formerly with The
Kingston Trio, and The New
Christy Minstrels.

@matichigan Classic Batlet, a participant In the
MidStates Reglonal Dance Americs, was re-
contly named an Honor Company. For the third
consacutive year, Michlgan Classlc Ballot will
perform on Gala Night at the MidStates Fostl-
val, May 17-21 In Fort Wayne, Ind.

-s 746;..

1

Miawest Dance Theatre
“Vivadanse™

Bhex: 3 p.m. Sun., Apnl 30
Whers: Mercy High Scheol,
23300 11 Mile Road,
Famington Hills
Ticket Acults $8, students
and senior ¢itizens $5. Call
(810D) 663-9144

M:cnigan Classic Ballet

*The Soasons of Spring”
When: 4 p.m. Sat, May 6
Where: Smith Theatre lfor the
Performing Arts, Qakland
Community College, Orchard
Ridge Campus, 27055
QOrehard Lako Road,
Farmington Rills.
Tizkets: $8 adults, $6 chitdren
ond senior citizens. Cail (810)
£61-4349

Henry Ford Community
Colege

Full Clrcle Dance Circle
Whea: 2 o.m. Tuesday, May 9 &
8 p.m. Ved., May 10
¥bare: Adray Auditotium,
MeKenzie Fine Arts Ceqter. on
campus, 5101 Emrgvccn‘
Dearborn.
Tizkets: €6 adults, $4 students,
senior atizens and chidren.
Ca'l (313) 845-6314.

Detroit Dance Colloctive
*Fificenth Annlversary
Celebration™

When: 8 p.m. Thurs, & Fri., May
1112
Where: Miliennium Theatre
Center, J.L Hudson Dr.
{adjacent to Norinland Mall),
Southficld.
Ticksts $15. Call {810} £52-
7000

.

> Entertalning Cliole.r

Send items to be considered for
publication to: Keely Wygonik,

Observer & Eccentric Ne

36251 Schooleraft, Livonis 48150,

or by fax (313)591-7279.

Theater
MYSTIRY

WUSICAL SURDIR
Stoyan‘s Sosfood and Steak House on

$27 pet oen‘on Feservabions scoeptod

throu,
(313} 261-5500

Center, 6600 w.
810) 788-2900

MICIIOAN OPERA THEATRY

“*Don Giovanni' continuea 10 Aprt 30 et

Masonc Temple,
(313) 874-SING!

e Bhow
i the Aaron DeRoy The-

Conoort wid festurs Guast Conductor Da-
wid Jortatt, who will load tha choir in 8 8e-
hction of Aftcan Freedom and Folt
songs. The performanca is free ond open.
10 Whe pudiic.

(313) 4624448

FARDNETON RARD

Concest 3 pm. Sun., May 7, Hantson
High School, 12 Mie Road batwoon
:_MSGOM n'am Lake  Roads,
(1014765014 ¥

IAPANESE 0GR

Yokohama and Ann Arbor
Cantata Singors, 3 p.m. Sat, May 8, Unk-
od Mathoctst Church, 10000 Boach Daly,
Rodford. N Charge.

(313)8373i70

LSO presents jazzy concert

Livonia Symphony Orchestra
presents “Jarz with Class,” 8 p.m.
Sat., May 6 at the James P. Carll
Churchill High

$12 adults, $3 senlor citizens, 35
atudents, Tickota available at the
door, Hammell Musle in Livoinls,
Jacobson's at Laurel Park Place,
Madonna University, and Livonla
Civic Center Library, For more In-
formatlon, call (313) 421.1111.

James Dapogny’s Chicago Jarz

Band are the featured guest art-
Ists. ‘They will be jcined for the
symphony, under the direction of
Francesco DiBlas for “On the

! Road,” and “Berlin Medley,” and

also present soveral selections of
their own.

The symphony will perform

Brahms’ Academic Festiva) Over~
ture, Elsa’s Procesaion to the Ca-
thedral from Wagner's “Lobeng-
rin,” three dances from the Gsyne
Ballet of Khachsturian, and Polo+
vetaian Dances from Princo Igor
of Boredin.

BY MARK GALLO
BrECIAL WITER

Little Charlie & The
Nightcats, who will be appear-
ing at Sully’s, 4758 Greenfield,
Dearborn, April 27-28, (313)
846- 1920 bave been tho moat

Sully’s features blues band

Baty and Estrin, though. Two
decades of alchemy is an clu-
sive commodity that moat
bands would wheel and deal
and steal for. Baty and Estrin
have it in spades. Little Charlle
5: one of a handful of tho'mou

ly exciting Jump-and
swing blues band in America
for the past decado, beginning
with their 1987 Alligator
Records debut, “All The Way
Crazy,” something of a modern-
day classic.

With the releaso of their sixth
CD for Alligntor, the brand
spankin’ new “Straight Up,”
they find themselves in the en-
vizblo poaition of aleo botng one
of the most popular blues
bands in the world. The reasons
why aren't difficult to surmise.

Little Charlie Baty and Rick
Estrin are celebrating 20 years
togetber in 1995, and show
drumming Dcoby Strange has
been with tho fellas for nearly
as long. Basaist Ronnle James
Weber, a veteran of work with
Kim Wilson (Fabulous Thun-
derbirds) and West Coast star
Mark Hummel, ia the third bas-
sist. Jay Peterson had the job
until 1990, when be wes ro-
placed by Brad Lee Sexton,
Weber aigned on last year, and
adds standup acoustic bass to
the arsenal

The stars of the show are

ane gui-
tarists, with his combination of
Charlie Christian awing,
Speedy Weat rockabllly and
Chlcago and Texas blues licks
— often sharing space in the
confines of a single song.

On “Strsight Up,” that's
most consplcuously present in
his showcase piece, “Gerontolo-
&, a classic West Coast swing
number stamped with Baty’s
instantly recognizable fleet-
fingered and compact guitar
runs, Estrin, an impressive
harp player, writea sly and com-
pact songs petfectly formatted
to the band's many capertly
juggled styles. Av a vocallst,
he's got the biggest grin this
aido of Cab Calloway, and he's
fust as much the hep cat.

‘Touring Is integral to the suc-
ceas of the band. Baty says they
lpcnd about half the year on

. When they're back
hamo in Callfornia, though “we
like to work two or three daya a
woek and actually have a home
life.”

Between the US. and Eu-
rope, Little Charlie & Ths

Nightcats play somewhere
around 250 nights a year. It's no
surprise then that a couple of
British blucs mags named them
the Best U.S. Touring Band two
yeers running.

It's also no surpriss that Eat-
rin won a W.C. Handy Award
{(the bluea veraion of the Gram-
mys) for writing the Sang of the
Year (“My Next Ex-Wife") last
year. Tho constant road expo-
sure has paid off in other ways,
too.

When Baty and Estrin met,
at a puty, Baty was a harp
player just beginning to spend
more time on guitar, When he
heard Eatrin, the playlng of the
guitar took on more of an im-
mediacy.

‘The Nightcats — named af-
ter an early 1850a Little Watter
band — tour as a stripped down
and ready to roar quartet. They
bring that big bend power quar-
tet to town this weekend.

“Sully’s has become one of
our favorite clubs,” Little Cher.,
lio naid, “It's the Detrait mar-
ket to us.”

If you have a question or com-
ment for Mark Gallo, call him at
963-2047, mailbox number 1898,

him at The Obeerver Newspa-
p‘zr.waml Schoolcroft, Livonia
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READERS = CRYSTALS
JEWELRY « ANGEL BCOKS
TAPES « BODY WORKERS
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STEAK HOUSE

2733) Five Mile R. 1at Inkster}
537-5600

- OPEN SUNDAYS -
 ~COUPON- T

{ FREE ENTREE |

With purchase of entrce
of equal or lesser value |

1%556° LUNCH;
195 $10% DINNER!

Lm omv.txnttss-u»u

MON.-TUES.-WED.
PITCHER &

PIZZA
speciaL *9%°

Your Cholce of Toppings
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