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'f‘hrilling ‘Kiss of Death’ makes Caruso a star

SICKETS  The 147 film
noir “Kiss uf
Death™ s still
best remmembered
s the one where
o giggling Rich.
ard Widmark
pushes an old
lady down =
Staitcase in a
wheelchair. It
was a cafeer-
making perform-
an

JCHN
MONAGHAN

The same might bc‘ said for Da-

vid Caruso in the current remake.
Fans of “NYPD Blue,” the TV se-
ries Caruso walked out on last
scason, wanted to see the red-
headed actor flep in bis fint ma-
jor film role, but be's by far the
best thing going in this often dis-
appeinting thriller.
He plays a two-time loser and
man named Jimmy who
serves a four-year prison term by
not ratting on his partoers in
crime. Caruso plays him tough
and completely convincing, like
James Cegney without all the nee.
vous energy and bunching shou!-
ders.

As in the original, he makes a

toge !

A sampling of wrat’s playing at
BIEMStve Mevie theaters across
metro Detrot as reviewed by
John Monaghan.

[ DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200

W Detroit. Call {313)
833-2323 fur information. {$5; $4
students!

}

“Farizelli” {Belgium — 1935).
7,930 p.n April 23.23: 4,7 p.m.
April 30. In 1739, legendary winger
Parigelli (aka Carlo Broschi) is
summoned to perform nightly for
‘the King of Spain. In the mean-

h the star with the castrato
wolce (male, female, and child
“corehinad) recalis bis meteord

c

‘tise of fame end rock star-like ad-

{tlation from fans.

1 “Cackao! Como Su Ritmo Na

Hay Dos {Like His Rhythm

There Is oo Other)” (USA —

1994). 7 p.m. May 1. Actor Andy
:Garciz makes his directorizl de-
‘but in this documentary account
‘of Israsl Lopez “Cachao,” the leg.
‘endary Letin music performet.
:Now 76, the musician recalls the
icreation of the music we cow
“know as mambo.
|8 QIAQIC DLRG THEATRE
122918 Wooxiward, Ferndale. Call
:{B10) 544-30%0 for information.
{$4)

“Red” (France/Poland —
1934). 8 p.o. May 2-3. The final
of Krayxatof Kieslowski's Colors
"l"ﬁlug. this one copped him an

Oacar nomination for Best Direc-
. tar. Here, a young model meets &

retiring and notes some re-
- merkable similarities in their

Screern Scenre

60l _MIOVIES

ly make hlm both ovil

REVIEW

and endearing, yet the movie aur-

deal with the district attomney:
give me o day with my kid and I
dish up sume names. In the pro-
cess, he’s also framing the two-
faced cousin who has done his
wife wrung on the vutside.

The scheme works and soon
Little Junior (Nicolas Cage), an
underwarld heir with a breathing
problem, shows up at Chadic’s
place and literally beats the guy
to a pulp. Once out of prison, Jim-
my reluctantfy agrees to join Jun-
ior's gang of car thieves and deliv.
er information to the feds.

Watching Cage’s performance
in “Kiss of Death,” it finally oc-
cured to me that he is much bet-
ter playing the guy who thin,
happen to (like in “Raising Ari-
wna” and “Red Rock West™)
ruther than a guy who makes
things happen.

Pumped full of steroids, his
Little Junior is a poot cxcuse for a
bad guy. He's given little ticks —
asthma, an olmost doglike loyalty
to his ailing father, an obvious af-
fection for Jimmy — that sclf-

. 118 N. Main Street at 11 Mile,

| Royal Oak. Films play through at
; least Thursday, unless noted oth-
| erwise. Cal) (810} 542.0150 for in-
. formation and showtimes. ($6.50;

, 34 students and matiner; $3
. twilight)}

“Doctor Zhivage™ (Britain —
1965). A 30th anniversary rere-

prisingly downplaya the b
ual overtones of the original film.

Asn in the original, director Bar-
bet Schroeder keeps the visual
style unflashy and tough. There
are vivid acenea of the un.
) 1, including the Ized
cruising for cars to steal and their
transformation in Charlie’s chop
shogp,

I'm still having trouble appreci-
ating the so-calicd brilliance of
screenwriter Richard Price, who
has done little but monkey
around with old screenplays, this
time by the great Ben Hecht and
Charles Lederer.

He haa kept some of the zappier
aspects uf the ariginal, including
the relstionahip between Jimmy
and his kid's babysitter, which
could definitely use some fleshing
out this time around. His sell
conscious update of film nols
could definitely give female char-
acters something to do.

Meanwhile, be baa tosaed out

| Christic is Lara, whose theme be-
came onc of the most-hummed
songs of the '60s. Starts Friday.

*Jefferson in Paris” (USA —

1995). Nick Nolte plays Thomas
Jeffersan, ambasseador to France
in the daya ahortly before that
country's revolution. Though his-

| torisns aro having some trouble

TURNXE ENTERTAINMENT Co

Classic: Omar Sharif portrays Yuri Zhivago (left) and
Julie Christie stars as Lara in David Lean’s epic motion
picture “*Doctor Zhivago." The 30th anniversary reissue
of this classic is now playing at the Main Art Theatre.

lease of David Lean's romantic
saga about a Russian doctor
(Omar Shasif) caught up in love
and politics around the time of

-lives
jlll.\mmmum

! Thers'’s something for everyone
82 the movies. Here's a list of
whet's in the winpx

Comring Attractioss

the Russian Revolution. Julie

R
Openlng Fridsy, Mey &
8 “French Kiss' — When a wom-
an bears that her fiance’s running
off with someone ¢lse, she chases
kim ali over Prance to win him
back — unwittingly falling in love
with @& helpful but rascally
Prenchman along the wey. Stars
Meg Ryan, Kevin Kline and Tim-
Hutton.

Team: Reno, a French Bri-
ard, and Chuch Norris star
in “Top Dog.” Both are
cops who must prevent an
international terrorist
threat,

Al

tho best part of the climax, name-
ly Jimmy's long walt In a dark
apartment for hia enemy to come
at him. He opts instead for n
much more ional show-

This new “Kisa of Death” is
not a bad movie, but cagey studio
comparisons to "Pulp Fiction”
are premsture. While Quentin

down which mekes you forget
some of the suprisea that came
before it,

Australln, a young woman dreams
of marriege but can't acem to get.
her 1ifo together.

H MAPLS THEA

4135 W, Maple, Bloomfield All
titles play through at least Thurs-
day, unless noted otherwise. Call
(810) 855-9090 for information.
($5.75; $3.75 students and mati-
nee; $2.95 twilight)

“Circle of Friends” (USA —
1995). An engnging {if utterly pre-
dictable) romantic comedy about
three collego girls in 19508 Ere-
land, their relationships with
each other and varlous boy-
friends. Chris O'Donnell co-stars.

“Don Juxn DeMarco” (USA —
1995), Johnny Depp plays the leg-
endary lover, or maybe who just
thinka he is. It's up to Marlon
Brando to fgure it cut in this
offbeat new comedy.

“The Pebble and the Penguin™
{USA -- 1995). An animated mu-
sical from Don Bluth about a
hopelessly romantic penguin who
goes through fire and water to win
tha love of the girl of his dreama,
Featuring the voices of James Be-
tushi, Tim Curry, and Martin
Short.

“Priest™ (British — 1995). In
thia controversinl new film, a
young priest questions the
chureh's rules of celibacy and
eanctity of confeasion. What
starts as an authentic portrait of
the modern priesthood quickly
tumns into -‘mlnlpulnlva and

with it, expect loyal to
flock to this latest Merchant/Ivo-
ry production.

*Muriel's Wedding” (Auatralia
— 1995). In this hit comedy from

1 plea for toler-
ance and understanding.
I REDFORD THEATRE

Lahser, Detrolt. Call (313)

17360
£37-2560 for information. ($2.50)

Piano and organ duo, Tony
Penelon and Jobn Atwell of
Australia will make their m[s;

Ticksts are $12 or $10 in ad-
vance. Senlors 62 and older, £9.
Call (313) 081-1808 or (313)
894-4100. Advance
also 3

historic Wurlitser pips orgas,
one of cnly five to have besn
it with & grand pisno.

The concert will feature mu-
sic of the 1920s and Tchalkov-
sky’s First Plano Concerto.

Fenalon and Atwell will play
a pops ooncart et the 32-ton
Mighty Warlitzer pips orgen
and grand ariginally In-
stalled in Detroit's Fisher The-

Talented duo plays
at historic Senate

Orgen concest: John Atwell
(left) and Toney Fenelon
perform at the Senate The-
atre on April 29.

T ino takes the style of film
noir and makes it hia own, movica
like this only make you long for
the orlginal article.

*“The African Queen” (USA —
1951). 8 p.m. April 28; 2, 8 p.m.
April 29 (organ overture begins a
half bour before showtime) Hum-
phrey Bogart and Katharine Hep-

burn team in this clasaic adven-
ture directed by John Huston.
She's a spinster, a missionary’s
eister; he's a hard-drinking sup-
ply boat captain.

Thritler: Da-
vid Caruso
(left) is Jim-
my Kilmar-
tin and Ni-
cholas Cage
is Little Jun-
iorin “Kiss

Y of Death.”

To leave a message for John'
Monaghan, dial 953-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, fax him a note at §91-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain-’
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia
48150, .
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—anet Raslin,
ALW 1ORR TINEN

i “While You Were Sleeping’ takes its place nest to ‘Pretey Worman' and
*Slecpless in Seattle” . P Cokn WFOLIV

“WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING;%

Bollock and Pullman light up the screen”

It 1 e e 32 Bmrelac b

e A Al Lo

— . e

NOW PLAYING

AMCIACRIE PARK. |



