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Stamps, coins teach lessons of past, value of scarcity

Stamps and colns offer some
insighta of history, culture and
the veluo of ecarcity.

W The first stamp was English
with a likencxs of Queen Victoria.
1t was first produced in 1840,
1Nowhero on the stamp, or any
‘other English stamp, doos [t say
:England. That {s the only countty
that has that practice, perhaps

“duced In 1847, bore the likeneases
of cur first postmester genoral,
Ben Franklin, and our first presi-
dent, Georgs Washington. The 5.

- cent Frankiin carried mail weigh-

1ing a half cunca or lesn east of the

*Missiaaippl. The 10-cont Wash-

" Ington carried the eame mall west

* of the river or mail the welghed an
ounce cast of the rivar.

B in those days, 6 centa was real
money. And to look at a ono-cent
coin of the day, which resembles o
dubloon bigger than a quaster and
thicker than three, you can be-
lleve it
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@ In addition to tho Denver and
Philadelphla mints, colns are also
minted in — belleve it or not —
West Point, N.Y,

@ The San Prancisco mint etill
produces colns, but only proof
colns. These colns are with
8 more lustrous finish and are
double-stamped for more defini-
tion, They are cold to collectors in

sota,

B The most valusble stamp is
from Guyana, last sold for closo to
$1 million in the 1660a. f
® There have boen several mis-
takes §n stamyp printing, including
one of the most famous, the “In-
verted Jenny" alrmail produced
in 1918, The 24-cent blue and red
stamp was printed colnciding
with the beginning of regular air-
mel! service botween Waahington,
Philadelphia and New York. The
plans on the stamp was printed
upsida down on one sheet of 100
of the stampa. One of the stamps
fotches ot least $125,000. A block
of four hau sold for $1.1 million.

ey

‘:EOnIy afow U.S. postage stamps have carried foreign
“flags like these in in Karl Schaefer’s shop. Another rari-
ity A private firm printed the U.S. stamps.
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Sta m ps from page 1A

Coins are hisrealm: Coin dealer Peter Nolin shares store space with stamp dealer Karl Schaefer.

“in the space the two merchanta

,share,
;o “It's one of the most relaxlng
;.thinga you can do,” eaid Schasfer
_:of stamp collecting. “I'vo spent
‘.evonings with a etamp collection
‘‘and then looked up to realize It
“iwaslam.”
i: Nolin, who moved his caln
:-find many of the same qualitices in
coin collecting.
“It's an escape, but it's a
healthy ane,” Nolin said.
Schaefer, who once sold colns
an well, ot one time had stamp
shops in Birmingham and Ster-
ling Heighta in addition to Farm-
ington Hills {at the Mid-Eleven

# buniness from Weat Blwmﬁnld.'.‘.

shopping center), He decided
three waa too much company.

“That was not a good way to
enjoy retirement,” sald the retired
insuranco executive.

And so now Schacfer enjoys his
year-round hobby Ln his small
business, With n:ul:z qu?mfn

World aren't enough, Caribbean
{sland nations and other small
countries known for their stamps
have cashed in on Disney's popu-
larity.

And along with issuca honoring
space exploration, entertainment
figurcs, wildlife and sporta, theso

rics, like Barbados, produce

and new alike,

who llvea in Oek Park, and Nlin,’
36, an Ann Arbor resident, liko
the trado In Farmington.

“Parents bring In their chil-
dren,” said Schaefer, who atartod
collecting with friends ot age 10.
“Now, same of tho most popular
stamps featurs Disncy charac-
ters.”

I movies, comics and Disncy

beautiful stamps of every descrip-
tion. In fact, one country, Grana-
da, along with its smalier island
posscaslons — the Grenadines —
has produced more stampa than
the United States.

‘The proliferation of atamps, in
all their shapes and varicties,
since the 19708, when most coun-
tries abandoned conventional en-

Any nice vistas?
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landscaping.

hink spring, says the Parmington Hills
Beautification Committee, and think good
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They're breaking ground

A

groundbreaking ceremony for the Hosplee of
Southeastorn Michigan facility at the sauth-
west corner of 11 Mile and Middlebelt roads

graved stamps and went to other
ways to reproduce a ralnbow of
colora and subjocts, haa changed
the hobby. Schaefer says he used
to have one thick catalog of all the
stamps of the world. There are
now six.

“You can trace the completa
history of a nation and its mote-
tary system through its stamps,”

he sald. “Most of a country's
leadets and its moat important
events- are commemorated on
stamps.”

Nolin said although coins can
have added value because of gold
or other metal content, for the
most part, they ure like stamps,

» L

added that investors are often
prone to coin collecting.

Like bascball cards, old maga-
zines or any other collectible,
stamp and coin values are deter-
mined by their collectors.

*“You have to lock at it first an a
ho}eby." Schacfer sald, “If your

lusble as of

o, e
are willing to value them.” He

a0 wmuch
the better.”

7

£l:  Committoo members are starting tojudge attrac: will be at 3:30 pn. Friday, May 5,

<: tive and well.landscaped landscapes for the annual An apen housa reception will be held at tho near-
4! awards presentation In the fall. by Nardin Park United Methodiat Church, 20887
3}:" Judges aro always impressed with the usaof col- [ W.11 Mile Road, Farmington Hills.

* or, varioty and Imagination In the landscapes they
*judge, but the emphealais on overall property

maintenance. A Walk cropplng up

21 For more Inforroation about the judging, call coplo in the world are starving . . . but falks
2{: Marie Donigan at 473-9543. in the Farmington arca and West Bloomfield
=1k are trying to do something about it.
= The lma;nnnunl I()Jex'np \r’lﬂ‘l: Against H-;lngerhwlll
- bring together members of about 20 area churchea
be 1M08t the candldates for the fund-raleing event on Sunday, May 7.
= inda Enberg and Jennifer Lovin, the only Tho walk will begin and end at the First United
N candidates for the one open seat on the Methodist Church, 33112 Grand River, Farmington.
= Farmington Board of Education in the June ; j¢ will take place ain or shine.
«1- 12 school election, are d to ina Registration begina at 1:16 p.m. with tho walk
candidate forum 7-8 p.m. Wednesday, May 3, fn the | starting at 2 p.m. Tho 10-kilometer route winds
ncil chambers of the Parmington Hills City through the streets of Farmington and Farmington
all, 11 Mile and Orchard Leke 3 Hills.
i A.lu"f by 34 blican Club ﬂ:lﬁ%: by ives of chiureh He Ividusis who
armington Republican Club — - wish to walk can contact Judy Houser (661-5139) or 3
ane Whinnery, past proaident of the club, The fo- | Cheryl Carter (477-1153), 4 W ERE INTERESTED IN MORE THAN WHALES.
- rum will be cablecast live on va‘l‘]‘?g:: ?‘“"' Laat year, $27,347.30 was raised through the Crop
:“" 12. Those who attend the foruua will baabloto | Walk. A stuall fish in a big pond. That's how a And youll be working with a hands
|- prosent questions to the candidates. ) N 5
L 1ot of small businesses feel when they  on professional who understands the
£ Memory Lane deal with 4 big accounting firm. And while vnlm{xmncur and what it takes to make
 An architectural tour . that might be true of some firms, it's  your business prosper.
Pocl, author of “Farmington: A Pictorial | E I':':‘m r{..:: April 28, 1955 edition of the Farmington nat the case at Arthur Andersen. At Arthur Andersen, we don't succeed
% :!.hl:ry " orill to slldea of . ."A PIprine: canvass I the Clarenceviilo Arthur Aadersen's S:pxdl Business unlu' ou succeed. That's why all our
=5 bouses v'uhlch h“". n‘ -thtud s howas writing | School District was to be held to raice monoy for & {\mvuulmg Group Is dedicated to help-  services are dcs1gg\ed and priced to add
T hls book at 7:30 p.mo. Wedneaday, May 3, at the lighted sthictic field at tha high school. It was esti- ing small businesses Ly pr(mdgng the vatue to your business—not subtract it.
S downtown branch of the Farmington Community | mated that the lights, new bleachers and an im- bonefits of a worldwide urx’:mlmlmn that So cull Ann Black, Director of Small
o Library, 23500 Libasty. roved track would cost $37,000. speeial in services such as Business Accounting at
3} An autograph signing will follow and copics of his g Farmington police Sgt. Gordon Misenar resigned preparation of financial state- ARTHU 313-994-1288. Because
=f, book will be available for purchase. Calt the library | tojoin the Oakland County Sheri{l's Department. ents, clicht aceoIENE, pay- there's hothing that says
= at 474-7770 for reservations. @ Alan and Terry Kerby, 8 and 6 years old, reapec- Toll serviees, tax retuens and ANDERSEN toduy’s small fish can't be
“F uﬁ"’ly;"a: o ll on ub‘: Dl\’; ; ey tovi ;‘ tax projection consulting. tomorrow’s whale.
Pl ahow elr pot burro, Padro. Their parents ara
£{ For mature drivers AR e Mus. Misthan Ketby of St Francia Street. ARTHUR ANDERSEN & C SC
b= B Short itom: "1t takes 100 pounds of milk to make
- ture Driving Class" — will be offersd 10 a.m. 12.6 pounds of whole dry rallk.”

A refreahar coursa bn driving — “85 Alive/Ma-
Ington

to 2:30 p.m. Thursday, May 4, at the Farm-
Hilia Senlor Center cn 11 Mils Road bo-
tween Inkater and Middiebelt.

Small Business Accounting

NOT ALLOUR CLENTS ARE BIG. YET.

201§ Main Strve Ann Artur, M14B104 (313} 994 1284

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to the

Farmington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Farming-
Tha course will cover dofensive driving. accldent | ¢ton 48335, faxed to 477-9722, o dropped off at the
prevention and curront trafflc laws. Feo 12 88. Call | nawspaper office, For the computer literate, the In-
.TF 479-1890 to reglster. tetnet E-mail address ie: packy@oconline.com.




