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JAMES AXAO
Churchill High School,
Lironla

kao was a
national merit
cholar finalist

and winner of the
= Michigan Math Prize

Competition.

“Ho got a splendid scholarship to Emory
University in Atlantn,” said his mother, Susan
Poupart of Livonia.

*Then he went straight into the Ph.D. program at
Berkeley. He won samo preatigious awards along
the way. He'a worked hard and et ho always says
“I can’t believe how lucky I am.”

Akao was reached by phone at his job at the
Inatitute for Advanced Math Study in Princeton,
Now Jersey. He reflected on the lost 10 years.

*{ think thero waa a whole seriea of good teachers
at Churchill, peoplo liko Dick Braun, a physica
teacher, and Mary Buda for math,” ho said.

“I feel lucky to bo doing acience now. At thia
point, I'm living a dream. The things I work on
now are thrilling.

“My general arca is computational physica.
Essentially T set up experimenta on o computer
ond often in a situation where there aro millions of
related cquations. I try to find an overall solution
to a collection of problems.”

Akao 2arned bachelor's degrees in math and
physics from Emory University in 1089,

"ldlik:d the atmasphere of a smaller school,” ho
said.

He then accepted a fellowship offered by the
Office of Naval Rescarch to study at Berkeloy,
where he earned a doctorato last apring. He's doing
post doctorn! research now at Princeton and
eventually would like to become a math professor
ot a research facility.

“I've got one year to go here,” ho aaid, “I'd like to
teach at o rescarch school liko the University of
Mighigan, Wisconain or Seattle.”

AXno is single and says his schedulo is protty
demanding. He enjoys deep sca diving nnd
kayoking.

Dividing his time between teaching
undergraduate math and doing research would be
the best of both warlds, he said.

ANDREA BREUHAN
{ Harrison High School, Farmington
S Hills

B reuhan graduated from
Harrison with plans to
attend the University of
1 Michigan and possibly pursue
law or other graduate studies.
She's now working on a Ph.D. in
economica at Stanford University

d in California.

“Hopefully Il be done by the

end of 1996,” she said.
She received u bachelor of arts drqn;o in

ill‘i

LOOKING BACK AFTER 10 YEARS

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the Observer’s
Academic All-Star program. This year’s team - 13 strong -
is profiled in a special section found inside today’s paper.
The first Observer Academic All-Star team was presented
to readers on Thursday, May 2, 1985, Twelve outstanding
scholars from local high achools told of their college plans
and career ambitions,

The Observer attempted to contact that first group of All-
Stars to report on their successes a decade later.

In the end, 10 members now living on the east and west
coasts and points in between and beyond responded to our
questions, Here’s an update on members of that first team -
the Observer Academic All-Star Class of 1985.

THE FIRST ACADEMIC ALL-STARS TEAM

cconomica from the U-M in 1989,
Beta Kappa. She spent her junior year at the
famed London School of Economics. She worked in
Washington, D.C. for two years for the U.S.
Department of Labor Statistica,

“It was an interesting job. I worked as an
cconemiat o computer industry analyst. Then 1
came out here (California),” she said.

- *[ taught my awn courae last summer., Currently
1 di the teachi: i in

economics department.”

Her oventual goal is to get a teaching jobina
Jiberal arts college.

Breuhan credita many strong women teachers,
especially her 7th and 10th grade math teachers
Laura Minor and Susan Schultz, with being early
guiding forces.

+ *Tho key to cconomics is math, I nover felt any
pbstacle to what I wanted to do, or that girls
phouldn't like math,” she said.

! Breuhan is aingle and enjoya ocutdoor activitics
‘armd cooking Southeast Asian mg Indlln dishes.

winner of an all expense
poid trip to Germany, courtesy of
the American Associntion of
Teachera of German.
Coincidentally, hc s back in

BY MARY RODRIQUE
Phi ;
*I waa thera threo years and then came back to
MARK LADD ! " 5
hool, Houston to take a hend offico position,” ho said.

John Glenn High S¢. W"”w Ho is now basa oils manager.

add was n.NnUnnnl Merit "Wa'ro the commaorcial products division that

Scholarehip finalat and handles non-gas products, basically lubricants, My

Job entails pricing, economics and p:
planning.”

Mucller met his wife, Gretchen, at IU where she
eamed o degree in math in 1990, Married 3/4
years, sho wnrh for Birmingham, Michigan based

Europe now on for
GE Medical Systems at University Hospital in
Zurich, Switzerland.

“He's wriﬁng somae software for them,” said Floyd
Ladd, his father, wha lives in Westland with
Mark's mother, Novolla.

“Mark nevor mado less than a 4.0 grado point
averago nél the U»M. nhi his é‘uther. “Ho was

an:

d one from
tho Office of Naval Research.”
Ludd reeexvnd a bachelor of aclence degrea in
ring from U-M in 1983, and a

Her parents, Mnnlyn and llvo in
Pnl:mmgum Hilla,

mastor’s degree in the same field in 1891 from
Stanford University, Ho went to work for
Milwaukos based GE Medical Systoms after
graduation, Ho was the liaison engi: sent to

h out of & home office in a job that
requires a lot nl'lmvclmg

*Wo're very active in the Indiana Alumni Club
srhich has a Jargo Houston chapter and we have
scason ticketa for Indiana football,” ho said. “We'ro
sports fans in goneral.”

Mueller's mother, Sharon Phillips, now lves near
Indianapolis. Hia father is dece ohasa
brother at Western Michigan University.

"I grew up in Livonia, Stevenson was & great high
school, I particularly remombot Ron Quh:k.
English teacher. He was difficult an

CHUSTOPHER RITO -

% Detroit Catholic Central, Redford
ito won & Kmart Notlonal
Merit Scholarship to

amnzoo College. Ho

also won n first plnco award in

the Detroit Beience Fair and was

a member of the All Scholastic

Cathollc team and tho |

Scholarship Athlote team,

\{ Ho wason the Observer all

2] srea team for cross country two

times.

I still run, but certainly not as fast,” he said
from his office In Indianapolis, where ho works for
ths Eli Lilly Co. as an organic chomist.

*I still havo my (ncademic all-star) cortificato
with my running medals down in tho basement.”

Rito eamed a degree in chemistry from
Kolamatroo in 1989, then o mastor's degree in
organic chemistry from the University of L
Wiasconsin in 1891, Ho did internshipa at Upjohn
and Kellogg Co. in Battlo Creek before joining EN
Lilly in January 1892,

Ho met hin wife, Debo of Deor Lodge, Montana
whilo doing a rescarch pnuoct at the Univorsity of
Mantana. The couple has two daughters, Victoria,
2, and Angelina, 10 months. A former music
;tudent. Debw now teaches music out of their

omo.

*Since I started here at Eli Lilly, I was workfnx
in dinbetes research,” he said, "I helped devolop a
drug for dinbetic rotinopathy, to help preveat
diabotica from going blind. Testing in humans will
be coming socon. That's been a major
accomplishment here.”

Rito ia also athletic director at his parish, Bt.
Thomas Moore in Mooresvillo and he coaches a
junior high basketball team

His parcents are Robert \md Aline Rito of
Westland,

BETH SADLER
Mercy High School, Farmington Ritls
adler was a National Merit
S finalist and winner of the
Madamo Curio award from
the Bociety of Women Engincers.
*I graduated from U-M in 1989
with a bachelor of scicnce degree
in collular and molecular
bielogy,” she aaid.
She went to work for Parker
Amchen, an industrial metal
finishing company in Madison

Heights.
*I'm a technical servico chemist,” she anid.

Half her involve g around
the country nnd Cmndn visiting mlomem and
actingas a ical service rep She in
also involved in rescarch and in-house training
programs in her Madison Heights office,

“Qur custamer base includes the suto industry,
anyono who buyl metal furniture and npplnmms

g that requires r

Sadler nays she ulwuyn enjoyed math and science
and “the teachers at Mercy wero wonderful.”

*I always know [ would go into the science ficld,
but what T do is more business eriented,” she said.

She's singlo and enjoys traveling,

*1 just got back from Mexico last month,” said -,
8adler, who also won a certificats of merit in
Spanish in high achool.

Bhe livea in Livonia, as do her parents, Robert
and JoAnn Sadler.

DoUALAS TROJANOWSXI
Lutheran High Nor{hweel
National Merit Scholar
and class valedictorian,
Trojanowski planncd to
% mafor in computer science,

He graduanted from Lawrence
Technotogical University with a
double major in math and
computer science. Ho was hired
by Elnclmmc Datn Sy:u:ml asa
systems 08
worked in the enmpany’s Troy,
Warren and Southficld offices.

'l wurk in So;ﬂaﬁeld now, My particular job h

and I got more out of that than I mnll:cd at tho
timo.”

Zurich wlwn the wmp';x:y sold positron emission

{
Whila at Stanford, Ladd d technieal
MIDORI HARMS papora with & profe and d earthquab
Merey High School, Farmington equipment. Ho apoaks fluent Gvrmm. aided by
Hills living in Germany for 16 months.
arris was a National “My German teacher in high school, Mrs.
Merit Scholarship finalist | Hildegard Kelley, led me to that opportunity,” said
whoee paternal by phone from Zurich. “Naturally my parents
3 grandfather paid the tuition for early on wore very influential for me.
her to attend Mercy, an all- “Being an Observer acadomic all-star was
tcma!e,Cndec school. ln!cn:lllng. 1didn’t realize I was part of tho first
In Marc 3 lb ] md uud
from Mich ' Stal Lndd enjoys skiing and mwc!lug. Hh father
with a bachelor of:dmm dcpec planned to visit him in Zurich in A)
in Mnchemh:ry That year, lhe begnn l doctoral “My dad was stationed in Ocnmmy n!ber World
in and esll War H. We plan to go thare,” Ladd said,
B{nlm at Cornell Urdvmily. He plans to stay in Zurich u!hr his cumnt work

*T'm atill here,” aho said from her home in ltbu:a.
Z:l' York. “1 have ma M Izﬂ. on lha progranm. I
two

assignment ends o pursue a doctorate at the
Swiss Pederal lnlﬁlutu of Technology, He will

ananding all my um..i..l_,.. rasaserh in the la

She vrvrlu vdlh yeast and her i
on genea involred in tho process of DNA
replication,

; *Every time & coll ror to divide, it has to
make ancther copy JE'

right time, The genes we work on we think aro
I.I;-;olnd in some of' that control —— when to start

. Her ﬁ:tum curcer plans including doing post
dodﬂnl research for up to five years. After that,
che would like to teach.

“T'm not sure I want £ run a lab like my
wﬁfmordou ,” sho sald, “] mlnhttuch atasmall
colinge,

Harris roceived & fallowship from the Howard
Hughes kiedical lnatity .

n the same houss where Midorf grew up,

Now I'm h vrork for his employer.
n-v-l.v
THORAS MUZLIR
Bteveason Righ School, Livonia
n he graduated from Btevenson,
NA, exactly once and &t tho ‘N’ Muollor had an oye on medical or dental
achool and & ochnlnnhlp waiting from
Indiane Untvorsity.
*Ton ysars ago ldldnl.huv-z:luuhnu'dcmdup

hore,” sald Mucl!'r from his home in suburban
Houston,

“One of tho main reasong I went to Indiana was
that I wasn't certain of a carcor path and they
allowsd that floxibility,”
Bata Kapaa) wits o degree °“"““"“"£‘u‘.&3“°u‘.""‘

ppa) with &
mlnored in history and

Michigen where ba was In sales for Shell Oil with
‘Mmuﬁmhhhwmm.

D i R S B

STEVEN PEDLOW
Plymouth Canton High School,
Canton

cdlow was cloas
valedictorian. Ho was a
Michigan Math Prizo
| finalist and was headed for the
4 University of Michigan.

*1 gradunted from U-M in 1989
with bachelor of scienco degrees

¥ in math and in atatistics, with

hIzh honors,” lnh‘l Pedlow from his home in
hicago.

said 'h-njnmm-k! whais mnglc and lives in
Farmington Hilla, His alma mater, Lutheran High,
has sinco moved to Rochestor Hills,

Ho enjoys fencing and is involved with the
fencing ¢lub at Schooleraft College.

“My carver is going the way I anticipated it

ould,” he said. Ho atill has his academic all-atar
certificate and tho articlo that appoared in the
newspaper announcing the team.

Ho is tho son oi‘J erome and Diane Trojanowaki of

Farmington Hills,

JEANNE WAKENHUT
Franklin High School, Livonla
konhut waa o Ni 1 Morit Sehalarsh
finalist. Sho planned to pursue
neuroscience or psychology with an
emphasis on biology.

Tho former P, h d u now finishi ‘Sho (3 busy r\mnlng 8 computer aal\.wnm
hisd ion for a di istics from b in said her
the University of Chicago. Ho rocoived a followship | mother, Launa Wakenhut.
from that university to study statistics. Wakenhut nl.wndud Amhcrn Collego on a

“1 oxpect to finish in Juno or in August and 1
hava a fisll-tima {ob linad 1p with tha Nationa)
Opinion Research Center in Chicago.™

Heis nlrudy ump!ayad dmn o2 0 survoy

ostly and data

from largo governmont surveys.

*Ono projoct I'm working on now is for the
Qocupational Safoty and Health Administration,
OSHA. I'm holping thom redesign a survey to
make suro companica are following OSHA rocord
keoping standarda.”

Pedlow has baen married for 4 1/2 yoars to Linda
J., an sccountant he mot while both were studonts
at U-M, Ths couple enjoy living In Chicago’s Hyde
Park neighborhood near the unlyersity on the
city's southside.

*] think I was very lucky to be in the schoot
district I was in,” he said of l’lymaulh Canton.
“There were a lot of good teach

His mother Lois Pediow and m.har and step-
mother Edward and Marlenc Pedlow, now live in
Westland,

and of scienco

degree in 1889 after doublo majoring in religion
and neurvacience. .

*She took n couple of years off,” said her mother.

Then sho went to Drew University in Madison, |
Now Jerssy, whera sho carned a master’a degree in
thoology and bioothics,

“Sho's back in Amherst new and quite buay I
running hor business with somo partnors, It'sn |

doalgn called Micro

Magie,” hor mother said, R

Jeanne is ainglo and *vory involved in social :
Jjustico izsucs, She also onjoys horb gardening and.
sowing. Sho'a in a beautiful arcn of western
Manssachusetts. Sho's very happy.”

Jeanno is the daughter of Alan and Launa

'

Wakenhut of Livonia, :
1 = :
EBfforts t tact two academic all-stars or their |
ramu_y mcmbcm rmm that team we; '

are ChdﬂmerAdam al
Wtuland JoAn O’Lnn groduate, ond Tomara |

Christie, o Redford Union clumna. i



