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Straﬂes from page 18A.

adults [n this country. A defective
gene causes the body to produce
an abbnormally thick, sticky
mucus. is abnormal mucus
leads to chronic Jung infections
and lung damsge and also in-
tarfercs with digeation.

‘fronically, Erin was born in
August 1989 around the time that
this scientific discovory was
made, Susan

There is no known cure, How-
ever, scientists supported by the
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation are
now conducting geno therapy
studles involving poople with cys-
tic fibrosls. Early reports indicate
that gene therapy appears to cor-
rect the defective CF colls. De-
uplte this progress, much work Is
still needed to evaluate the eafety
and effectiveness of the innova-
tive, now technology.

Erin uses o breathing machine,
called a pulmo-alds twice a day.

Her registered nurse, Vida
Kaczmarek, a clinical coordinator
at Children’s Hospital in Detroit,
explainad tho technlques and
technology.

A new drug called pulmozyme,
svailable since January 1994, has
alded patienta by more effectively

B ‘That darn pediatriclan didn't belleve me. We
must keep hor lungs as free from Infaction as

we can.’

Susan Keon

cutting through the mucus.

“It's & miracle drug” Susan
sald.“Thank God, wo have health
insurance.”

Without Insurance, troatments
coat $870 a month, which bresks
down to $29 a day, Susan said.

Twice & day, for a half-hour,
Susan or husbend, David, slso
perform cheat physical therapy or
“clapplng” motions to loosen the
mucus, accordIng to Kaczmarek.

Susan finds berself always ox-
plaining why Erin has a persis-
tent cough.

She's hoplng that a device
called & flutter will eventually
help Erin do her own treatments.
This will allow both Erin and her
parents to get away separately.
“As much as we love her, we can't
go anywhers without Erin,” her
mother sald.

Susan, a service rep for Ameri-

g

tech in Livonia, and husband Da-
vid, a material handler at the
Pord Glass plant in Romulus,
were told that they both have the
defective gene which causcs cystic
fibrosis. “Wa were told that
there'a a 50-50 chanco that anoth-
er child would have cystic fibro-
sls,” Susan said,

Although there still Is no cure,
Susan belioves the Cystlc Fibro-
eis Foundation has made great
striden. “The money they bring in
goes right for rescarch,” Susan
sald. “You seo results.”

This year's. Cystic Fibrosiz
Foundation's 7th annucl Walk-a-
Than, will be held Saturday, Moy
20, at Hines Park ond Sunday,
May 21, at Bloomer Park in Ro-
chester. For more information
about the walk, call Ann Peters,
director of Special Events ot the
foundation office in Troy. (810}
624-2873.

Fund-raising walk makes
strides toward CF cure

By Sue Buck
BTArY Wams
“ Walkers aro still nceded for
Great Strides —~ A Walk to Cure
Cystic Fibrosls.

‘Two walk lacations are
planned.

. On Saturday, May 20, check-in
begins at 11 a.m. at Hines Park n
Westland. The walk begins at
noon. Enter Middle Rouge Park-
way from Ann Arbor Trail where
it “intersects with Farmington
Road in Westland.

On Sunday, May 21, check-in
begine nt 11 2.m. at Bloomer Park
In Rocheater. Follow John R
North, where it will end at the

‘The goal is for cach to raise $100.

Everyone rafaing st least $50
will recelve an official Cystic Fi-
broais Foundation T-shirt. Many
prizes aro available,

The Great Strides walker tumn-
ing n the most money (more than
$1,000) in this designated region
— on or beforo walk day — will
receive round-trip, coach class air
transportation for two on Ameri-
can Alrllnea {AA) to any AA des-
tgnation within the contiguous 48
United States and Canada. Re.
strictlons apply.

Other prizes in other categories
include a 13.inch remote control
color TV with a video casaette re-
corder, o video cassette recorder

park entrance, ane-half mlle

with remote, a hand-held color
north of Avon Road. TV, among others.
- The Cystic Fibroais dati Far more Inf fon, call Ann

.‘I tooking for sponsored walkers.

Romance

m
Poters, director of Special Events

from page 13A

at the foundation office (810) 524-

73.

According to Cystic Fibrosia
Foundation statistics, cystic fi-
brosis is the number ono genetic
killer of children end young
adults in the United States.
‘There is no cure.

Cystic fibroais causes the body
to produce thick, sticky mucus
which clogs tho Jungs and in.
terferes with digestion.

One in 20 Americans — more
than 12 million people — carry
the geno which causes CF. In
1955, when the foundation was es-
tablished, few children lived to at-
tend elementary school. Today,

“more than half are llving beyond
their early 20s.

“Invest in research; buy back
life," urges the foundation.

STAFY PHOTOS BY SiARON LEMIZUX

Bunny buddy: Above, Erin
Keon of Farmington Hills
plays with her pet ‘Jack”
rabbit. At left, cystic fibro-
sis sufferer Erin Keon does
treatments twice, some- :
times three times ¢ day. *

them to know I'm here, oven
though they frequent the shop-
plng center. I want peoplo to real-
Ize I'm more then just another
lingerie storn.

- Often peoplo look through the
window to see what's {nside. I ro-
ally wish they would come in and
browse.

People say to me “You have
some really beautiful things, I'il
be back when I have a special oc-
caston.” 1 was hoping people
wouldn't wait for thet special ac-
caalon, every day should bo ape-

al.

cial.

There la nothing more relating
than a good massage or lylng in
the bubble bath with the lights

out and n candle lighted.

1 really feel 1 couldn't have cho-
sen 8 better location and have
met such nice people, Tho store
has o comfortable setting, there is
some privacy when you look for
that apecial plece of intimate ap-
parel unlike a mall where every-
one can watch you just by passing

Most of my customers are wom-
en, but I'm open to suggestions on
making men more comfortable in
the store. | carry slzes amall
through alze 3X, and special or-
ders are always welcome,

There are robes and boxern for
men and novelty itema too. Peo-
ple can purchase quality bath

products, lotiona and massage
oils. Thera are booka on massage
for those who are serious about
leamning to give a good massage.

1 carry other books about love,
romance and relationshipa,

For those lucky enough to be
living that foiry tale, you can
choose from one of the many wed-
ding candles, serving knives,
toasting glasses, garters, attend-
ants' jewelry and beautiful peig-
noir sets.

To celebrate my ane-year anni-
versary, I'm having n monthlong
sale,

Beverly Brown owns Touch of
Romance, 33191 Grand River,

Farmington. (810) 476-3535.

All Ameritech Cellular Centers are celebrating the Grand Opening of our new Westland
f and Troy locations. Now sign up for a 3-year service plan and pay only $199 a month for
& Motorola Flip phone. You'll also receive free activation plus 100 free minutes of airtime.
Also, ger;n Motorola Free Spirit pager freo with a 1-year service contract,
8o come celebrate at the Ameritech Cellular Centers designed around you. Qur Wostland
store {8 acrosa from the Westland Mall at 35160 Center City Parkway; our Troy store i3
just outside tho Onkland Mall at 506 Fourteen Mile Road,

IN PAIN?

Pain is o messtg3 that you ate dolnig iomething WRONG.
T e us help yeu learn how
-~ the use of your body may be cousing
YOUR PAIN, !
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;',We can answet yoi:r questions and help

' you reduce or e_mn'mme your pein.
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