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Hard-hitting drama
lands some punches

“Golden Boy,”
Clifford Odet's
hard-hitting De-
pression-ctn dra-
ma, focuses on
an aspiring
young bazer in
pursuit of the
American dream.
The current pro.
duction by the
~———— Jewish Ensem-
ble Theatre lands some major
punches, but falls short of a
knock-out.

Director Robert Grussman ad-
mits in the program notes that
the play's “socio-political con-
science™ is dated: instead he finds
value in the characters’ “desper-
ate happy-sad yeamings.” This

duction gives these i
some fine moments of major dra-
matic, but there arce also 8 lot of

HARBARA
MICHALS
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“Golden Boy™

» TheaTER: Jowish Ensomble
Theater production, Agron
Detay Thealre, Jawich
Cormuntyy Conter, 6600 W.
Maple Road, West Bloomtield.

» Cuntam Tt 8 pm. Wed. &
Thurs.; 845 pm. Sar; 247
p m. Sun., trough May 21,

» Ticxxrsz S11 o $22 with
discounts available to
students and senit citizens.
Cal (810) 788-2500 or (B10)
645-6666.

¥ comic in
places they don't belang.

In New York City of 1937 Joe
B. (John Birdenbach}
comes of age and seizes an oppor-
tunity to entet professional box.
inz. Growing up as a poor, bespec-
tacled, skinny kid, Joe sees box-
ing as a ticket to fame, fortune,
and self-respect. However, his im-
migrant ltalian father sces only

. heartbreak when his talented vio-
{inist son deliberately risks ruin-
ing his handas.

Peter Bellanca is outstanding
as Joe's loving fsther, mostly
ild i H
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do. He is most tentative aa the
plucky kid talking his way in the
door or the mooastruck suitor of
Lomna, his manager's gitl.

Cheri Johnson is wonderful as
Loma, the willowy and smooth
“tramp from New Jersey™ shaken
by doubts about her pursuit of
the American dream.

Steve Tadevic is very credible
and consistent as Siggie, Joo's
taxi cab driver, brother.in-law,
meant to lify the working

but
erabittered and frustrated by his
son’s behavior. Keeping his

izati d i to

class masses. Siggie has ambi-
tions of his own, but his seem

chara
perfection, his few passionate out-
bursts become all the more effec-
tive.

Bicdenbach is strangrst when
his emotions blaze into virile out-
pouring of self-anger or when be
hides his self-doubts behind his
boastful conceit and false beava-

James Dapogny’s Chicago Jazz Band to play with LSO

James Dapogny’s Chicago Jazz
Band will join the Livonia Sym-
phany Orchestra for “Jazz with
Class,” 8 p.m. Sat, May 6 at the
James P. Carli Auditorium,
Churchill High School, (New-
burgh Road south of Joy Road),
Livonia. Tickets are $12 odults,
48 senior citizens, $5 students.

Tickets svailzble at the door,
Hammell Music in Livoinis,
Jacobson's at Laurel Park Place,
Mazdonns Univenity, and Livonia
Civic Center Libmty, For more in.
formatien, call (313} 421-1111.

James Dapogny’s Chicago Jarz
Band specializes in spirited tradi-
tional jazz music from the first 50
years of jaxz history. They play
tum-of-the-century ragtime, New
Orleans acd Chicago Jarz of the
19203, snd small-band swing of

Japanese choir, Plymouth Oratorio Society present concerts

d by a firm sense of rral-
istic limitations.

John Manfredi is equally be-
lievable as a hard-boiled boxer or
Joe’s tough union-organizer
brother. David Glover has a com-
manding stage presence as Moo
dy, Joe's manager, but he had a
few verbal stumbles on opening
night.
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RBJames Dapogny's
Chlcago Jaxz Band
speclalizes In spirited
traditienal Jazz mauslc
from tho first 50 yoars
of Jazz history. They
play turn-of-the-centu.
ry ragtime, blew Or-
leans and Chlcago
Jazz of the 1920s, and
sme!l-band swing of
the 19308 and early
1940s.

Ald United Mothodist

Yokoh yokai end Ann
Arbor Cantata Singers, and Plym-
outh Oratotio Society will be fes-
tured thic weekend in concerts at
local churches.

B A joint choir concert featuring
the Yokobama Mokuyokai and
Anp Arbor Cantata Singers will
be presented 3 pm. Sat., May 6 at

Church, 10000 Beech Dal

tion, call (313) 937-3170.

The Mokuyokai choir hails
from the city of Yokobama, Japan
where they began ainging in 1939,

Drama: John Biedenbach and Jim Porterfield in a scene

from the Jewish Ensemble Theatre production of “Gold-

en Boy."

Violinist Robert Yang provides
beautiful on-stage accompani
ment throughout, a kind of “fid-
dlerin the ring,” but his 19th cen-
tury atirc is totally inexplicable.

Joe Haynes, perfect in his brief
appearance as an eldetly frieni of
Joc's father, is much too comic as
Razy, the sleazy fight promater.
Aleng  with  Marahall Zweig's
Mafioso Fuseli and the strolling
street  people  between  scenes,
these characters are Runyonesque
parodies, fine for “Guys and
Bolls™ but comically out of place
here. Seme dated dinlogue may be
partly to blame, but touches like
the violinist simulating & woll
whistle at a whore suggest the di-
rector’s hand.

the 1930s and early 1940s. Mem.
bers of the band can be heard in-
dividually on over 150 albums,
and a3 a band they've made sven
with a Grammy nominstion for
“Sippie,” their Atlantic recording
with blues singer Sippie Wallace
end Bonnie Raitt.

They will be joined for the sym-
phany, under the direction of
Francesco DiBlasi for “On the
Road,” and “Berlin Medley,” end
olso present several selections of
their own.

The symphony will perform
Brahma' Academic Featival Over-
ture, Elsa’s Procession to the Ca-
thedral from Wagner's *“Loheng-
rin,” three dances from the Gayne
Ballet of Khachaturian, and Polo-
vetaien Dances from Prince Igor
of Borodin.

They perform a broed repertoire
of songs including Japanese folk
music, and sacred music from
around the world.

Ann Arbor Cantata Singers are
dedicated to performing all types
of music from baroque Lo contem-

porary.
® Plymeuth Oretorio Socioty will

Jim Porterfield fails to give
much dimension to Toklo, Joo's
trainer, intended as 8 norm of
good sense. Roxanne Wellington
does the best anyone could as
Anne, Joo's over-sexed aister.

Opening and closing the pro-
duction with cast members franti-
cally beating their hands on the
floorboards s unquestionably
dramatic, but the symboliam gets
lost. The same for when' Fuseli
plants o Mafis-style kisa on Joe,
which meets with a collective
*huh?” fcom the audience.

Barbaru Michals is an invet-
crate play-goer who regularly
catches up on all the New York
productions.

be presenting its ninth choral
concert 7:30 p.m. Sun., May 7 at
St. John Neumann Church, 44800
Warren Road, Canton. No tickets
necesaary — free-will offering will
be taken during intermission, and
a reception will follow concert.
For more information, cail (313)
465-8353.

Fund-raising new

challenge for dancer

To walk
around in
Joanne Danto-
Honhart's shoea
would moan
changing shoes

at least 4,000
times in 20
years. It would
also mean know.

"“"5012.’7'5 ing what it is like

dance the

hatlerd

to

| role for

Q
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“Swan Lake”

» Twasrens Michigan Opsra
procontation at Masonic
Templo Theatrs, 500 Temple,
Dotroit.

» Tmam 10 o.m. Fri,

that of the white swan/black swan
in Tchaikovaky's “Swan Lake.”
She has danced the role nearly
200 times with companies from
Detroit to Frankfurt.

This weekend Michigan Opera
Thestro presents “Swan Lake" at
Masonlc Temple. Instead of
changing her Engllsh *“polnta”
ahoes, Danto-Honhart (s chang-
ing hats, from that of an artist to
one as a fund-raiser. She is head-
ing up Michigan Opera Theatre's
“Frienda of the Ballet,” a volun.
teer group committed to ralsing
money to support ballet produc-
tlona — lncluding raising the
money to buy thoso ‘“pointe”
shoes, which cost over $35 a pair.

“The cost of those shoes has
put a good many ballet companies
out of business,” sald Danto-
Honhart, a seasoned professional
who will not be thrown off balance
by the black/white issucs of hor
professlon’s artistic and financial
demands. She has taught at the
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, Uni-
versity of Michigan, Indlana Unl-
versity, and tho Academy of
Gothenberg and been a sololst
with the Joffroy Ballet, Frankfurt
Ballet, tho National Ballet Com.
pany, and the Chlcago Ballet.

Her most memorsble perform-
ance of Odette/Odile (“Swan
Lake") waa at Detroit’s Music
Hall as principal with the Penn-
sylvania Ballet in 1976,

“I guess that time waa so spe-

POS will be performing “Re-
quiem” by Gabriel Fauro and
“Gloria” by Prancls Poulenc. Fea-
tured soloist ia soprano Carclyn
Pratt, a soloiat in the Minneapo-
1is/St. Psul, Minnesota commu-

nity.
[ ] gmﬁn park United Methodlst
Church Music Scries presonts

May 5: 8 p.m. Frl. & Sat., May
§-6; 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Sun., May 7.

» Ticxxras Range trom $11 10
$63. Children sit with their
parenta tor $10 oach with the
purchasa of one or moro full-
priced adult tickots, Call (313)
874-SING or Ticketmaster,
(B10) 645-6666.
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clal because so many of my
friends were In the sudience,”
sald Danto-Honhart who lives in
Bloomfield Hllls. She Is & gradu-
ote of Birmingham Seaholm High
School and 1s marricd to her jun.
for high school bus buddy, Kelth
Honhart. She Is the mother of &
16-yenr-old daughter. <,

That special fceling, of being a
dancer on the Music Hall stage,
has never left her, and Danto.
Honhart stays on her toca serving
on the Music Hall board working
to keep her dreams alive by bring-
ing top quality dance companiea
to Detroit. Last fall, she inatigat.
ed the successful “Evening of
Ballet Stars.” o

AMary Jane Doerr of Troy is a,
full-time teacher ond freelance,
writer who specializes in opers,
and musical theater, ~

Guest artlst:
James Dapog-
ny’s Chicago
Jazz Band will
be performing
with the Livonia
Symphony Or-
chestra on May
6. Dapogry is
the band’s lead-
er and arranger.

Anne and Todd Wilson, renowned
solo keyboard performers, 7.30

p.m, Sun., May 21 st the church,
29887 W. 11 Mile Road, Farmldg-
ton Hills. There la no sdmission
charge, & reception will follow
concert. For information, call
(810) 476-8860. ‘
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The 27th Annual International St. Florian

Strawberry
Festival

+ Faetasic Strawbecry Bakad Goods
Condiencns Extraiament

vereterermrae e s

May6&7

Saturday & Sunday

poe e
NOON UNTIL 8:00 PM.

mic

Be vk e

1

a juried show of fine arts & quality erafls
Oakland Community Coll
Orchard Ridge Campus— Bldg,

6

10am=4 pm

$2 adlmiseirn @ unaer 10 free

Daylily Promotions
(313)971-2424
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LIVONIA WEST

SUNDAY, MAY 14 - 10 AM.-3 PM.

Recelve a Complimentary
Souvenir Photo for Mom

Enfoy chefs specialties such as: carved prime rib, peel and
cat shrimp, beefl stir-fry, grilied chicken breast with

pineapple salsa, an array of

breakfast items

and a [antastic dessert bar.

Adults §16.95 « Senlors

51495+ Chllydm\ $7.95




