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Hills tightens the belt on 1996 proposed budget :

By BiLt, COUTANT
BTArY WaArER

Farmington Hilla is trying to
hold the line on ita 1995-98 b:dz-
et by esking de.pl_'r!tmenu to keep

within 1 percent,

‘That has reaulted in a propased
budget totaling 851,800,598, in-
cluding a $32,600,049 for opera.
tions. Along with personne! In-
creanos, which nare contract
bound, and provious budget com-

i tho d budget

Coatick presented the budget to
the clty counci! during a speclal
meeting Monday night bofore re-
turning with the counc] for study
seaslons to review the public
works and road budgets, The final
budget will be presented et a pub-
lic hearing Muy 22 and must bo
approved by June 1.

The city will add an sdminis-
tratlve servicos divislon in the
new year as part of efforta to
streamline and update the Admln(i

. teation an

would hand taxpayers a 2.13 per-
cent increase, woll below the in.
crease of tho Consumer Price In-
dlc;. sald Clty Manager Bill Cos-
tick,

(]
other technology.

“That’e the most significant
change in the general fund,” Cos.
tick safd.

Earth Day from page 1A

ki

Dad'sday: Tom Straugh of
-Farmington Hills has his
arms full with sons Pres-
ton, 3, and Alex, 5, at Heri-
‘tage Park.

Highlighting the festival was
the Trash to Treasura contest
with participants [n three age
groups creating a uscful object or
an art object from somethlng that
would otherwise have been
thrown away.

A wedding dress made from
white garbage bags, submitted by
aren resident Margie Guyot, was
honored with “Tho People's
Cholce Award” as well as placing
firat in tho adult division.

Other unique entries included a
giant holiday snowflake decora-
tion made with plastic pop can
holder rings, nolse maker-shakers
mado with frozen orange juica
cans filled with small odds and
ends and a tabletop “work of art”
bulit with discarded pop ecans.
There was also the clever “Booti-
ful” — and old boot stuffed with
dried flowers.

Conteat prizes were provided by
Waate Mansgement and McFar-
land Florist and Green Houscs.

The entries were displayed fol-
lowing the awards presentation,
drawing plenty of attention from
festival goers like Farmington
Hills resident Sandy Dixon who
brought along ber four children,
ages 3-8,

“I really llke this part of the
festival bacausq it emphasizes re-
cycling and gives us idess for
things like this that we can make
at* home,” - Dixon sald "This
wholo festival makes people more

Because of increasod [nterest
rates, the city will bepefit to the
tune of $250,000 in money it has
invested, will continue to have &
fund balance of 10 percent [u its
general fund, while only Increas-
ing taxes by 2.13 percont, if the
budget {s ndopted as proposod.

Although the budgut will meet
tho city’s needs and provide for
improved eervices, thero are some
concerns for the near future, Con-
tick anid.

The city will roceive the last of
its state money, some $220,000 for
the coming year, from tho Build
Michigan Program. And once

most of the current budgeted road
projocts  aro completed, there
won't bo a lot budgeted for them
until more debt is retired, ho said.
There will be fow personne! ad-
ditions this year. Ono part-time
dopartment of public works posi-
tion will become full-time and
two edditional positions will be
added for parks maintenance.
“We zro further elong then an-
ticipated with our parks,” Costick
sald, “There's a considerable

amount more of maintanance.”
With throo additional eoccer
fields at the Farmington Activi-
tics Center, ball ficlds and soccer
ficlds and other improvements at
the Founders Sports Park, the

city has many more arces to
maintaln.

But Costick added that those
pooitions would have nothing to
do with the new fco arena, sched-
uled to open Sept. 1,

“We don't have an jce arena
budget pre; yet,” ho sald
“But that will be totally self sup-
porting — this year.”

Tha city's operating budget in-
cludes $11,028,821 (34 percent)
for pollice, $5,710,239 (18 percent)
for administration, $2,766388 (8
percent) for refuse removal,
$2,762,618 {8 percent) for fire pro-
tection, $2,242,957 (7 percent) for

‘A‘d

2]

public services, $2,106,460 (6 per-

cent) for the library, $2,010476 (8 .-
percent)  for 8] services, .
$1,711,277 (6 percent) for commu- . -
nity development, $1,614,743 (6 .
percent) for district court end. .
$846,072 (2 percent) for interfund .
teansfors, Cs

If adopted, the current tax rats
would have to be rolled back from-
9.1409 mills, and then, through a =
truth and taxation hearing, could'.-
ba rolled up to 9,166 mills. -~

That 2.41-mill increase would
mean a tax increase of $2.41 for s
homeowner who had a house with
n merket value of $200,000, "0

Taking wing: A quail is relcased as part of the huge celebration of Earth Day in Farmington Hills’ Heritoge Parh.

aware of what's going on with re-
cycling and the environment and
all,” she sald.

Farmington resident Dave and
MaryCarolo Haering, who enjoyed
the festival with their two chil-

movement and the Specinl Olym-
pians here,” ndded Dave Haering.

Education is the key, ngreed

i Hills city i
Joe Derek, who was on hand
} the kend to an-

dren, Kelsey, 5, and 2,

infe

concurred.
“This (event) gets better every
year. We learn more about earth-

related things — and peopls are

really friendly here,” said Mary-
Carole Haering.
“Ang it's 1 to’ expose

swer and offer
tion to folks with environmental-
related concernas.

“As long as people are educated
and think obout things, we're far-
ther ahead,” said Derek. “The en-

your kids to the environmental

s imp: and I'm
not talking sbout belng a ‘tree

hugger.’ I'm talking sbout clean
alr, clean water and clean
Everything and everybody needs
these.

“Also, &s far as I know, this is
the only Earth Day festival that
includea Special Olympians. And
when I see the interest these kids
take in the environment, oll [ can
say to people who don't take an
interest is: ‘What is your excuse?’
1f thess special necds kids care so
much about their world, why can'’t
all of us?”

i
STAFY PHOTOS BY SHARON LEMICUX

d‘Aslong as people .
are educated and .
think about things,
wo'ra farthor ahead.
The environment is im-.
portant, and I'm not
talking about belng a
“treo huggor."”

Joe Derek
naturalist -

BHARDN LENIZUX/STAT? PHOTOGRAPKIR

Addan's keeger: Adrian Draghili, 9, of Farmington Hills displays his catch at the
: inaugural Shiowassee Park Fishing Derby.

FShing from page 1A

Wyplszyneki had
shoughts of releasing the trout he
csugbt. Hia girliriend wouldn't let

.
$ "I was sc optimistic, 1 didn't
Sring anything to put It In,” said
AVyplarynski, & Hills maident.
s Participaniz wers allownd to
Xeep the fish. Inltially, the derby.
swas Intandod to be catch and re-

Jeass.
« P t!n:wn Hills Pnk!‘ﬂ d‘:ld
a Department of s
checked ‘with Oakland County
Health Department and the De-
par ¢ -of Natural R
officials sald that tributary is the
Tlsanest part of the Upper Rouge.
The sty ot Famngen spassored
xponso!
<heevetit. won

Rainbow trout were kept in
with fencing. They were free to
swim upstream after the event.

Nons of the fish were tagged,
sald naturalist Joo Derck. Some
have been in Southfield's fishing
dorby, though, and someone
caught a 20-inch trout two years
after it was tagged.

The fishing detby also colncld-
od with'opening day for trout fish-
{ng statewide. Derek was norvous
at the outset when no ono hzd a
nibble during ths first 10 min-
utes. By 10:30 a.m., ho estimated
50 trout were caught.

“Everybody ls having a lot of
fun,” Derek said.

Instead of getting peoplo to cast
votes, some city councll members

watched an residents cast fishing
lines,

Ono fishorman jokingly boasted
the trout he had just caught was
17 inches and at least [five
pounds.

Dick Tupper, a hardwaro atore
owner who's heard a fow fish sto-
riea in his time on city council,
pulled out hia tape measure, The
fish wiggled in barely at 13 inch-
o8,

Soott McConnel! of Farmington
Hilla didn't expect to tand the big
one with his two sons, Kevin, 6,
and Bryan, 4. They had practiced
casting for two weeks, but by 10
a.m., thero waan't even a nibblo.

“They're having fun," McCon-
nel! sald. “I don't think they care
about that part.” .
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GIFT GIVING DOESN'T HAVE TO BE A

NATIBHOAPCU R SHOULD BE MOTNWEREL: FATHENS W EOOINGELGEADS I WHATISHO PTG
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SHOW YOU

GREAT IDEAS FOR MOM, DAD, BRIDES

E

: AND GRADS. ENTER HOURLY DRAWINGS
by

9 FOR OAKLAND MALL GIFT CERTIFICATES.
¥ Don't FORGET!

E MOTHER'S DAY, BUNDAY, MAY 14,
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+ WHAT SHOPPING SHOULD BE

3

rs Hudton's, |CPenney, Seart and aver 130 great storas
s and tervices. Mon.Sat. 10 3.m.% p.m.

; Sun, 11-6 p.m. 14 Mile and 175,
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