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Full-day kindergarten program meets with criticism

By Tia Sxrm
HTAFY WrITER

A recommendation Monday
night that kindergartners in the
Watled Lake district mttend
schoal “all-day, every-other<lay™
in 1995.96 is mostly being met
with criticism from parents.

And, although & district com-
mittee of two principals and six
kindergarten teachers studied
how the district is to comply with
a state mandate that schools offer
s minimurs of 495 hours kinder.
garten instruction time in 1995.96
tup from about 450), parents at
the school board meeting com-
plained they were not directly in-
solved in the months-long pro-
cese

The recommendation is expect-
ed to be acted on by the school
buard at its Thursday, May 18
segular meeting.

Some parents claimed they
idn’t know about the controver:
ial issue until recent weeks.

“I'm disappointed we weren't
told sooner about this,” said par-
ent Donnell Rice, one of many
parents to sddress the bosrd
about the subject Monday. *1
don't mind change, but give par-
ents the opportunity to find out
what this is all about. It's only
two weeks until you make o
decision. . . and | only found out
informally™ about the recom-
mended chacge.”

Citing cost savings, ard evi-
dence that kindergartners attend-
ing full-day classes are not hind-
ered in cither social development
or their ability to adjust to first
pade. were committee co-chair-
women Suzanne Cowles and
Heidi Wilkina, principals at
Keith and Walled Lake elemen-
taries, respectively.

They recommended that the
district next year go to a system of
~all-day, every-other-day™ kinder-
garten, with students attending
full days of school two days a
week and a half-day on a third
Currently, kindergartpers attend
about 450 hours a year, broken
down into five half-days per week.

Students would not be required
to ride buses in the middle of the
day, as they are now, if they are
attending school all day (outside
of the single % day). Meanwhile,
an option to add instruction time
to the beginning or end of half-
days would be expensive: to oper-
ate 26 additions} bus runs would
cost $132,163.

Cowles said another $217,000
would be saved by eliminating the
need for mid-dsy bus runs, for a
total zavings to the district of
ebout $349,000 — although par-
ents lster questioned how the to-
tal was arvived at, whether the to-
tal figure was determined by
“double-dipping.”

Diatrict finansxes could be im-

ancther way. Pailure to

e
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next year implement a plan in-

instruction hours to 495 might
jeopardize a pottion of state fund.
ing.

Parents and school officials
squared off several times during
the meeting.

Brett Snow urged board mem-
bers to be “concerned with the
balance of the lives of our chil-

sheet.”

Board president David
Flammer responded by ssying
“1t’s not a money lssue, Il"A atime

cre and parents about how It is
working.

“I can tell you, an a result of
that vislt, it took away most of my
apprehenalen,” Wilkins  sald.
“Qur concern inltlally was *How
do the children fare In this?' . . .
A Ily, what d was, we

fasue. It’s o state req
that we increase the hours.”

In assembling their recammen-
dation, commiiteo members visit-
ed Carpenter Elomentary School
in the Lake Orion district, where
a similar program is now in place,

were reassured seeing very happy,
well-paced children who tock the
day in stride.”

Soveral parents weren't con-
vinced.

“1'd like to think that I'm open
minded,” said Renec Balthrop, a

dren, and not just the balance
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and talked to kindergarten teach-

parent in the Docker Elemantary
School attendance area. “"But 1
have red flags going up all over
the place, It’s 6'4 hours and then
a bus ride home. That’s triple the
day sha's used to.”

She mentianed another rod flag
item, relying on ‘“‘a’ visit to Lake
Orion, and they know you're
coming. . . Of course It's going to
bo a wonderful thing.”

One parent in favor of the pro-
posal was Marilyn MacDermaid,
whoso son will next year attend
Twin Beach Elementary School.

A

She sald kindergartners thrive
on addltional instruction timo. .
and that the proposal would not
overload them too soon. “Boclety.
{n changing.”

MacDermaid later added that |
such & plan also would holp work- :
ing parents with such concerna as -
how to get them to and from day
care. .
Kindergarten teachers on the.:

§ we,

o o
Cindy Esler, Kara Gregory, Mary
Mandeville, Linda Rainford and
Kristin Trenholm, .

FREE GIFT WRAPPING

In celebration of Mother's Day, Tel-Twelve is
affering COMPLIMENTARY GIFT WRAPPING
Sor gyt purchases of 825 or more. Make
Mother's Day shopping even easier by bringing
your purchases to the Customer Service Center
beganning Monday. May §.

Show Mom how treasured she is with a
specially selected gift from Tel-Twelve! From
perfume and jewelry te the prettiest outfit for
Spring. Tel-Tuele has eventhing your Mom
could possibly wunt.

Warm her heart this Mother’s Day with a
personalized gift from Things Remembered.
Their 1928 Jewelry Collection is specially
priced and includes free engraving. Al music
botes are also un sale for Mother’s Day.

Huve sour fumily photo framed at Picture
Telk Gallery. now o1 15% Off. Mom will love
this conttant reminder of her loved ones,

Fuor that special trear. Lane Bryant has a
collection of intimate apparel items sure to
make anv Mom feel wonderful. Nictoria long
1aun PIs. satin or cotton 2opiece short sess
and log rib tank gowns will make any Mom
feel manelous.

Treat Mom's icityies with a gift from
Roby's Shoes...Easy Spirit pumps regularly $69
on sale now for $47.99, J. Renee’, vabues 1o 369,
rurw $24.99, and Naturalizer, values to $59.
now $29.99.

Accessurize Mom with @ gift frim Andee B's.
She'lt love a hand painted silk scarf by Celia,

a funky small hand bug from Mary Francis. bay
and girl ckarms, or unique, one of a kind pins.
earnings, and bracelers.

Why not give Mom the gift of beauty from
Halritage with @ manicure, facial, hair cut,
snle. colour, ur perm. A Gift of Beauty—a Joy
Fornver!

General Nutrition Center can give Mom the
Rift of health with massagers, cosmetic products,
or vitamins, A 20% discount cand is only $15
per year, so Mom can choose a variety of
pronducts on her own.

Mom might like something exotic frum
Far East Trader, where you will find 20% off
all jewelry boxes, fine oriental furniture, hand
painted parcelain, selected vriental picturcs
and hand crocheted/embroidered fashions,

Lintle sykes are invited 1o make a gift fur Mom
a3 part of Tel-Twelre's Kidsworld Club. On
Satunday, May 13 at 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m,
kids can make a Mother's Day Frame that Mom
13 sure 1o love. There ix no charge 1o partici-
pate, and kids can sign up for the Kidsworld
Club that day. Members receive o membesship
cord, speclal mailings about upcoming events,
and special discounts at select stores throughous
3he mall,

“Tel-Twelve Is making shopping for Mother's
Day very special this year. If you have not seen
us lately, Take a Look at Us Now!

ook at us now!

/

Special gifts
for that
extra-special
someone in
your life.
Remember
MOM this
Mother's Day.

Detro’s own dopastmaent store

Mother’s Day Magic
from Meyer Jewelers!

MeyerJewelers
Creating Moments © Resnember

Tel-Twelve Mall » (810) 356-3320

Thnll her with our
18-duamond, 1 carat
total welght (ashion
ring! Now sale priced
at just S1.399

{Reg. $1.705)!

We're celebratng

75 yeats of crealing
fine Jewelry moments
1o remember!

For that special gift from Special Cecille's!

Special Cevitle's of Southficld -
specializes 1n finding the perfect
frageance for you \
@fpeciat &
cecille's ,
Ducvested pricer va devigusr frogrance
sad cormecer

Tel-Twelve Mall » 3571634
" LPECIL CECRIE S COweA
$5 OFF

Sclected Fragrances
WATH COUPON » TXMRES 1495 J

+Jean Pau) KL

Gaulties «Arpage

*Red Jeans oLicaw D'lucy
by Versuce  *Cool Waser
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Acrylic Nails
Sitk Wrap
Fiborglass
Gol Naila

Le Nails otfors you comploto professional nail care o
mako your nai's and hands Jook and teol beautiful. Come
to Lo Nails for that professional glamourous look!

Lo Nails also offora these popular sarvices:

“Qur Roputation is On Your Hunda™

Tel-Twelve Mall
(810) 948-9126

Pedicuro
Manicure
Nalt Art

Air Brush

0 7
g o Happy 15th
2 &X2? -, Anniversary o us..
"@U‘E@\.@gjg and you!

New and eristing Encsco Precious Moments Colirctors' Club
members can celebrate the | 51h annis erary of one of the
world's most poputar clubs. §

COME TO OUR CELEBRATION
SATURDAY, MAY 20TH 12-5PM
«Chunce 1o win the annivenary pise of join the
Natroeat Collector™s club in ordet 10
purchae. :
“Chance to win free year's membentip in club.
«Special sppearance of Lacwco's
Colicen Kehres -1 12:30 and 3.00
*Prizes, games, refahments

THE GIVING TREE

Tel-Twelve Mall « 356-6155

Jacques Jowolors foaturos
glistening gifts of gold, sparkling
dinmonds, and procious gems,
all ot in beautifully designod
ringe and bracelots. Wn also
have a largo setoction of rings,
walches, and other fino jewolry.

Tol-Twalve * 353-7610

Great Spring Savings!
, Great selection of Mother's Rings|
Great selection of diamond

Jewelry, sterling silver jewelry,
and watches

ADDITIONAL
10-15% OFF
EARRINGS

A1y
We Do Repairs
Tel-Twelve Mall ¢ 3504409

]

@]‘el -Twelve

Telegraph at Twelre Mile, Southficld, 810-333-4111 oFeaturing Cromley's, Kmart, Montgomery Wand, MC Sports, Ruby Tucsday and 70 other fine siores.

w
Remember her this Mother's Day.
The gitthat abways ffs...
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