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‘Panther’ rewrites history, but retains message

It all starts
with a traffic
light. After an.
other child (s run
down at o busy

black

ture tho splrit of 1867, Much like
the movement he chronicles, the
young dlrector stroys from hls
original alma but not without suc-

cesses.
Ono of theso is the feellng of
lidarity the ot

Qakland, Callf,
neighborhood
takes ita protest
to the streeta in
the form of a
candletight vigil.
— The police
brutality that fcllows only en.
courages the newly formed Black
Panthor Party for Self Defense to
turn up the heat. Taklng thelr cue
from the recently murde: al-
colm X to galn respect “by any
means nocessary,” thoy start to
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MONAGHAN

carry guns.

While thero has boen consider-
able controversy about the histor-
{cal accuracy of the film, Marlo
Van Pecblea’ “Panther” does cap-

from stirring mootings at
cluttered storefront offices to tho
historic march into the State Leg-
islature bullding past an already
befuddled Ronald Reagan.

Thess are heady times for the
Panthers ns women join, chapters
form In other cities, and averago
Joea want to do thelr part. Somo
want to carry guns, others think
they can pick up women., Most,
however, want to remedy what
they soe as 400 years of oppres.
sion from “The Man,"”

Bobby Seale and Huey Newton,
founders of tha Party, remaln cen-
tral to the film. Though Sealo
says that interaction between he
and Newton (who died in 1989)

] REVIEW

was limited In the early days, the
flim peints them as inseparable,
leftwing Lennon and McCartney.
Dividing these charismatic
Jeaders was key to tho police, and
Iater the FBI, who saw the Panth.
ers’ militant actlvities as a threat
to Amecrican policy in Vietnam.
Newton's arrest after a shootout
with police resulted in a “Free
Huoy" campalgn that only made
the Panthera’ aima more visible.
Courtney Vanes and Marcus
Chong aro quits good as Sealo and
Nowton, but they'ro undermined

3
‘The super-charged story of a
black man on the rus from police
brutality rematns on Varlcty's list
of top monoymakers but contin-
ues to confuse viewers with Its
mozzage.

Son Mario (“New Jack City,”
“Pogse”) also lacks clarity, rely-
ing too heavily on MTV.atyle
quick cuts and different fim
stocks o la Oliver Btone and
“JFK." Tho camera nover stands
stil] long enough for ua to savor
any of the details or ita minor
characters, who dont have
enough personality outside of the

ranks.
Like Oliver Stone, the Van Pee-
bles have loped their own

time and again by the often
preachy acript by the director’s fa-
ther Melvin.

The clder Van Peebles is still
beat-known for directing and star-
ring in the 1973 cult film “Swoet
Sweetback's Daadnsassa Sopg.”

conspiracy theory. The movie
purports that widespread drug
trafficking started In Oakland,
perpetrated by the government as
s wny of “neutralizing” the Afri-
ean American population.

While Seale is right to call the

Redford shows restored ‘My Fair Lady’

Movle
classic: Au-
drey Hep-
burn and
Jeremy Brett
in “My Fair
Lady.”
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A sampling of what's playing at
altemative movie theaters across
metro Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan.

E DETROSY FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200
Woodward, Detroit. Call (313)
833.2323 for information, ($5; $4
students)

* “Window to Paris” (Russia/
France — 1993), 7, 8:30 p.m. May
12-13; 4, 7 p.m. May 14. In thia
comedy of capitallam, residents of
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sial new documentary about a
North Dakota farmer whose ro-
fusal to pay taxealeadaton
bloody gun battle with state

pers. Throug in-

“C0) STREET

] PREVIEW

The fully restored, "My Falr
Lady,” winner of elght Academy
Awards, will bo shown in its origi-
nal Super Ponavision 70mm
stereophonic format for the first
time In Michigan at the Redford

entre, 1 Lahser Road,
{north of Grand River, between
Six and Seven Mile floads), 8
p.m. Friday, Moy 11; 2 p.;o. and 8
p.m. Saturday, May 12. Free, su-
pervised parklng. Tickets $3.50 at
the door, eall (313) 637-2560 or
(810) 258-5806.

The Redford's original 1928
Barton theater pipe organ will be
heard one-hall hour preceeding
tho film, and at’Intermission on
Friday with Tony O'Bricn at the
console. Gue Bornian will be the
organist at the Saturday matinoca
and evening performances,

Robert A, Harris, perhapa best
known for his restoration work on
the David Lean epic “Lawrence of
Arehin,” and James C. Ksatz, who

of marriage but can't scem to get
her life together,

“The Englishman Who Went
Up a Hill but Came Down a
M. in" (Britain — 1995).

torviows, director Jeff Jackson
pieces together the real story of a
msn who some sca as either bigot-
ed cop killer or modern folk hero.
B My THEATRE

118 N. Main Street at 11 Mile,
Roya! Oak. Filmn play through at
Teast Thursday, unless noted oth-

(810) 544-3030 for lnfumal.‘icn.

(35}
“Death and Tazea” (USA ~—
1994). 7 p.m. May 11. A controver-

a crowded Rusalan flat discover erwine. Call (810) 542-0180 for In-
that the wall insi-le their closet is | formatlon and showtimes. ($6.50;
actually & sp P #“ and matince; $3
to Parin, they frantically stock up | twilight)
on every luxury item they can “The Sum of Us"” (Australia —
find. 1895). When a son comes out of
+*“Son of the Shark" (France — his closct to hie father, dad not
1993), 7 p.m. May 15. The story of | only sccepta tho newe, but helps
. two young brothers abandoned by | him get dates. Thia gay-friendly
their mothers who must make comedy stars famlllar Australian
thelr own way on the streets of actors Jack Thompson and Rus-
Paris has roceived poaitive com- soll Crowe,
parison to Truffaut's “The 400 “Bar Girla” (USA — 19895). A
Blows.” serjocomic melodrama about the
Hl MAQIC BAQ THEATRE lifestyles of efght lesblans who
22918 Woodward, Ferndal fi 0 same nelghborhood

bar,

“Muriel's WeddIng" (Australia
— 1995). In this hit comedy from
Australln, a young woman dreams

Hugh Grant stars in this new
comedy about a pair of mapmak-
era who find they're no match for
the people of a small town who
will atop at nothing to ensure that
thelr hill is declared a mountain.
Starts Friday.

B MAPLE THEATRE

41356 W. Maple, Bloomfield. All
titles play through at least Thura-
day, unleas noted otherwise, Call
(810) 855-9090 for information.
($5.75; $3.716 studenta and mati-
nee; $2.95 twilight)

“Tom and Viv"” (Britain —
1994). Miranda Richardson’y Os-
car-nominated performance final-
ly hita the big acreen, Sho plays
Vivicnne Halght-Wood, whoso re-
lationship with American writer
T.8. Ellot (Willom Dafoe) waz
one of the century’s great literary
Tave aflairs,

“Pricat" (British — 1995). In
this controversial new film, a
young priest questions the
church’s rules of celibacy and
sanctity of confesaion. What
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toamed up with Harris to restoro
Stanley Kubrick's "8 "

filmmakera on revisionlsm, its
important to remember that his
lnat appearance on the scene was
to sell a cookbosk. He and the
other now-graying Panthors
should ot least give the Van Peo- ment, Observer & Eccentric New
bles t for keeping their mes-  papers, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia
eago alive. 48150,

To leave a message for John
Monaghan, dial 953-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, faz him a note ot 631-7279, -
ar write him in care of Entertain- .+

“SWEET, SMAR
SEXY”

o
= Petet Trvens, ROLUNG STONE

Muro Rvan Krevain Ko

wero brought in to save *My Falr
Lady,” winner .of the Oscar for
Best Plcturs in 1964.

‘Tha originsl camers negative
for “My Falr Lady” was 2o brittle
that it kept tearing during the res-
toration process. To add to the
problem, the three acctats black
and white separations uzod in the
Techricolor proceas hnd shrunk;
producing halos and blurred im-
ages on the screen. The six-month
reatoration cost $600,000 before it

was (inished. :

Onee the subject of much con-
i it is now it}

known that, Audrey Hepbum's
singing volce was dubbed by Mar-
ni Nizon (whoso singing voice was
also dubbed for Natalle Wood in
“West Side Story” and for De-
borah Ketr in “The King end I7).
It s now also
slnging voico of Jeremy Brett, na
Freddy Eynsford-Hill, wes siml-
larly dubbed by Bill Shirley.

053-213

$53.2130

°| starts as an authentic portrait of

the modern priesthood quickly
turna into a manipulative and

one-dimensional plea for toler-
ance and understanding.

*Funny Bones” (Ireland —
1995). From the director of “Hear
My Song,” the story of two sepa-
roted half-brothers, both comedi-
ans, who only discover each other
in adulthood. Jerry Lewis co-
stars.

&1 REDFORD THEATRE
17360 Lahser, Detroit. Call (313)
537-2560 far information. ($2.50)

“My Fair Lady" (USA — 1964).
8 p.m. May 12; 2, 8 p.m. May 13
(organ overturo begins a hall hour
hefore showtime), A restored
70mm print of this much-loved
musical, starring Rex Harrison
and Audrey Hepburmn.

B STAVE TREATRE

2115 Woodward, Detroit. Call
(gw) 961-6450 for information.
$1)

“True Romance” (USA —
1994). 9 p.m. May 15. An carly
script by Quentin Tarantino is
tha basis for this violent story of a
couple on the run from both po-

lice and the mob. Filmed partially
in Detroit.

known that the

SUE MASON, EpITOR
1

CIRISTINA FUOCO, MUSIC WRITER

|Lancsommen v | _amc SOUTHLAND | AMC STERUNG CIR.
AMC WONDERLAND | AMC WOODS SHOWCASE anumt s |
SHOWICASE sommuc 1-5 | SHC EXNG HGTS. | SHOWCASE WesTLanD
STAR GRATIOT _| STAR UNCOLN PARK | _STAR ROCHESTER |

e ets FAIRANE | uiep e 12 OAKS, | wwen aoers WEST RNER

“FOR PURE FUN,
TAKE THE
WHOLE FAMILY
TO ‘GORDY’?”

-Petes Teavers, FAMILY LIE.

T e

| STARTS FRIDAY, MAT 12T
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Wanted

Are your pets like Gordie?

"“Gordy” is a young pig on a
mirsion ~ to savs hi

Fidey st matre Derlt movie
ay ;at metro t movie
: theaters.

In the course of his travels,
Gordy meeta Jinnfe Suo, the
. "First Litile Lady of Country Mu-
- obe™ The two hecoms [nstant
. flends and Gordy decides to go
with Jinzls Bue to the fund-raieer

L

whore she is to sing for the gover-
nor of Arkansas, During the fund-
raiser, Gordy saves the life of the
son of a billlonaire industrisliat
Henry Roycs. His son, Hanky,
falls off the diving board end
nearly drowns. But Gordy heroi-
cally loups in and szaves hia life,
and becomos an overnight celebri-

ty

Kids — write and tell us why
your pet {s & hero to win four tick.
ats to see “Gordy,” and s plush

Gordy toy. Six prizes will be
awarded. This contest {a open to
kids age 12 and younger. Deadline
o enter ls Thursday, May 18.
Send or fax entries to; Keely
‘Wygonlk, Let's Go editor, Observ-
er & Eccentric Newapapers, Inc.,
36251 Schoolcralt, Livonis, MI
48160, fax: (313) 591.7297.
Winners will be notified by

phone. .\
“Gordy,” a Miramax reloase, is
rated G,
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