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Thank You

— Duran Duran

f Whatever credibility Duran

Duran re-established {or maybe
that's established) after tho re-
lease of their self-titled album,
they have lost with “Thank You™
(Capitol). The 13-track CD of all
covers is Duran Duran’s way of
thanking some of tkeir influences — Bob Dylan,
Elvis Costello, Lou Reed and The Doors.

Duran Duran’s versions of songs like "Lay Lady
Lay,” “Ball of Confusion” and “Drive By" aro
stale and stripped of the original versions’ emo-
tion. Even with the help of Grand Master Flash
and the Furious Five, the lead-off temck, “White
Lines,” pales in comparison to the original. The
empty keyboands that lace the aver-produced rap
song make it tough to take the anti-drug song seri-
ously.

Four fashionable white suburbanites re-record-
ing Public Enemy's 911 Is a Joke™ with an acous.
tic Mavur was » joke, all right. The only standout
on the album is the title track, originally done by
Led Zeppelin, and that's because they stuck with
the orizinal flavor of the song.

Thanks, but no thanks.

—Christing Fuoco

Durun Uurua plays “Planet Fest” at Pine Knob
Music Theatrr, I-75 and 8¢ w Road, Clarks-
tan, 4 p = Wednesday, May 24, with Letters to
Clev, The Verve Pipe, Bush, The Ramones and No
U'se for 3 Name. For more information, call (810)
J7T-0100

Clumsy

— Samiam

Samiam is definitely one of the best bands to
came vut of the Northern Californis all-ages
punk‘club scene. On “Clumsy” (Atlantic), Sami-
2m takes the energy and attack of bardcore and
couples it with melody to create something rarely
heard in rock music. Lyrically, the songs eloquent-
Iy descride the lasting personal torment of surviv.
ing & painful childhood.

Samiam’s p 1 torment is best d
the minor radio hit “Capsized.” The song de-
scribes the endless cycle of domestic viclence,
where the child who is beaten grows to beat his
family. The apeaker wants to end the cycle but
finds it difficult. The singer, Jason Beebout, sings,
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Relexse: “How's My Driving?™

1an Trumbuil's boss a Tower Records in Ann
Arber is cither o reclly nice guy ar doesat exxctly
inow wha: his employees aro tp to when Le's pot
grnund. Whatever Trumball is supposed to be

be pheoe, presumably on the &
the racect plight of hia band, Ann Arbor favorites
The Deteranta.

“Wa bhad 2 bad month,” be said recently with &
Isugh. Lo March, varicus satomotive troubles
begzn eeriomly cramping the band's style. Then
rhythan guiterist/singer Jim Chatfleld fracturod
his siall.

“Iv's something to talk sbout if you want o put
eafly depressing news in there,” Trumball

Frumbull calls “ths Midwest, pank rack, surly’
kind of thing” eimilarly foand fa Bulfalo Tom and
e The Deterants’ hopas ere bing- |
g on s oK - R :
“Fia've baieally using this dise an 8 tool 1o gt
vigned” Trusabus) se!d. “We don'} have ezyoeo
"apacifically working on 1, Just whoorer has the

Blue Dg’s rajo plys

Drummer Alex Trajano is use to the frecdom of

: pline.

By CRISTINA FUOCO
RITER

STAIT W

Drummer Alex Trojano (pro-
nounced Tra-ha-no) doesn't like to
follow rules.

The Troy resident’s avant-garde
jaxz/rock band Blue Dog thrives an
apontaneity while melding bard-driv-
ing guitar, chactic horms and modern
jazz sounds.

“When I'm playing in Blue Bog,
there is a discipline involved there
but there’s no structure,” he said
“When I'm playing with Blue Dog,
I'm concentrating on the moment.
I'm concentrating on what's happen-
ing around me, where it's going to go
and development and everything.”

His look mirrors his tastes in mu-
sic. Artay black wire glasses encircle
hia eyes. His jet-black bobbed hair
forms a frame around his face. An
earring decorates each ear.

So it may come as a surprise to see
Trajano nestled within the bamboo

jazz and his band Blue Dog. But for *‘The Lovely
Liebawitz Sisters,” now playing at the Gem The-
atre in Detroit, he’s learning a whole new disci-

of scraggly but they eaid I could
grease it back inward, or pin it, or
wear o beret or something.

“Asian hair is really stubborn, I've
tried it, it doesn't work."

His Asian heritage adds a touch of
irony to the 1987 Troy High School
graduate’s latest gig. “The Lovely
Licbowitz Sisters” ia a World War II-
era musical review set In Cloveland’s
Majestic Amazon Hotel and stars
Cheryl Hawker as the flirtatious
“Patty,” Liz Gray as the baton-twirl-
ing “Maxine,” and Jane Allen as the
all-together oldest sister “LaVonne.”

Throughout the show, the three
“pleasantly plump” alsters, lead by
the gold-toothed emcee “Yennia™
(John Taaloyannis), pay tribute to
the “boys oversens™ and pray for their
safe return.

The average patron in Cleveland in
1945 seeing a patriotic show like
““The Lovely Licbowitz Sisters”™ prob-
ably wouldn't be receptive of an Asi-

hut, palm trees and ing volcano
of the “The Lovely Llebowitz Sisters™
colorful “Krakatoa Lounge™ st De-
troit’s Gem Theatre. Inatesd of being
s calm, coal, collective Blue Dog, he
has jolned Terry Hanson and Dear-
born’s John Dunn to provide the mu-
sic as “Bobby Argyle and His Sox" for
the breathlessly funny, sudience par-
ticipation-based review.

For this gig, it's either follow the
rules or don't get paid. Eight gips a
week he changes his look to fit in with
the 19405, World War II-era storyline.
Tnstead of a hlsck coat and carrings,
he wears dress pents and an argyle
sweater. He bad to make another sac-
rifice,

“{ had to get my halr cut,” the affa-
ble Trafano said. “It waan't long, but
it was long enough. I didn't have to
get my halt cut it was Jong and kind

White Zombie puts ‘more’
into latest album and tour

an \{ But Trajano, who s
Philippino, takes it all in stride.

“It’s 5o funny becsuse they're talk-
ing about tho boys overseas and plus
it’s 1945 in Cleveland.”

Instead of cuts off Blue Dog’s CD
“What Is Anything” (Knitting Facto-
ry Works), his set-list includes stand-
ards like “In the Mood,” “Becr Barrel
Polks,” “Chiquita Banana,” “Cuban
Pete,” and “God Bless America.”

New experience

Even though ho's not too keen
sbout his argyle swenter, the chéerful,
horeibly unpretentious Trajanc
chalks it up to experience.

“It's cool for the experience of
doing it,” he said. “I've never done
something like this before. It's & gig.
I'm doing it because 1 can.”

Playing this kind of music bas in-

troduced ‘Tynjano a whole now disci.
pline.

“Playing stuff from the 1940, 1945,
that tells you you have to understand
whet the drummers in 1945 wers
doing so it sounds authentie,” ho
said. “That's what I mean about dis-
cipline. I can't do what I do in Blue
Dog In this show. First of all I'd get
fired, and second of all it wouldn't
sound right, That's not what the gig
calls for.”

“I'm doing what 1'm not used to
doing which is doing what I'm told
basically.”

Trajano was Initially attractod to
the drums after bearing the song
“The Little Drummer Boy.” His in-
struments of cholce were pota, pans
and hampers untll the clementary
school when he made his first at-
tempt at learning the drums.

*1 started playing when 1 was [n
fifth grade, (but) I couldn't carry the
anare drums to echool because it was
too heavy. Then [ tried to play trum-
pet, which was n disaster. Then when
1 was in the sixth grade I s
playing drums egain,” he sald.

He started taking formal lessons at
ege 17. Having decided to make mu.
sic his career, ho attended Wayne
State University, a school known for
its jazz program. duati;
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H Just lovely:
Alex Trojano
of Troy
clowns
around with
“The Lovely 3

Vonne)and
LizGray
(Maxine) — -~
between per-
formances.
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Dog's doing and been doing. We've]
made records,” ho aaid. “Wo'vo!
toured. We've gone to Europe. That!
kind of thing is why I started playing!
music when 1 an a kid. :
*1 never knew as a kid that yout
could make money playing munic.y
Then when I went to achool that was!
the whole motivation for teaching you,
was 1o say if you do this this and this}
you can meke money playing music.” |

Founded five years ago by lu-ybouhi
diat Mick Dobdoy and guitarist Erik!
Gustafson, Blua Dog enlisted Trajon
soon thereafter. The mual
chameleons quickly became an inte-
gral part of the Detroit music scere.]
Pushing egoa aside, Blue Dog paid!
thelr dues playing everywhere from!
St. Andrew’'s Hall to the Majestic
Cafe. .
The influentlal, muajcally lchl:o%
phrenlc labe! Knitting Factory Workd
quickly scooped up the band after red
cejving their demo. The tour fo
*What I» Anything” took them to fca
tivals around the world.

Now scttled at hame Blue Dog i
busy recording their next record fu
an as-ol-yct-undetermined lJabel i
between Trajano's shows and Blug
Dog gigs. ’ !

In the holl keep od

Before

with a bachelor’s degros in music, ho
honed his skills performing with
Rosemary Clooney, Rick Margitza,
Jon Faddis and Gregg Blsonetts. A
three-time performer at the Mon-
tresux Jars Festival in Detroit, he
alsa traveled to Montreaux, Switzer-
land, to petform at theie festival in
1991,

An impressive resume, indeed, but
what struck him the moat in college
was that he could make a living off of
his ‘To Trajano, money comes
second.

8ole motivation

*“That's not my sole motivation for
playing drums, however. (My motlva-
tion) Is rmore in line with what Blue

being a Sox until “The Lovelf
Liebowitz Sistors ends at the Gem.

“The Lovely Licbowitz Sisters” rui
at the Gem Theatre, 58 E. Columbid,
Detroit, runs through June 25. Ticke
prices are $14.50 for 2 p.m. Wednea®
day shows; $21.60 for 7.30 p.m.
Wednesday and Thureday shows, and
2 p.m. Sundays; $16.50 for 6 p.m. Sun-
days; and $26,50 for 7:30 p.m. Fridays
and 5 and 9 p.m. Saturdays. Dis-
counts are offered for groups of 12 or
more, and for full-time colle,
dents with a valid 1.D. This
the Gem is running a Mother's Day
special where patrons who buy one
ticket can bring mom free. For more
{nformation, call (313) 963-8800.

By CrimusTINg Fuoco
GTAFY WRITER

Lens is more, the old reying goes. But In White
Zombie's case, their latent altnim is fust “more.”
“J¢'s true; sverything we did oo the last record {a
on this record but it's fust mors of everythirg —
heavier, of

Music Vol. One.”
than the Millennium Faleon,
1 (The Agony)” Hchmoﬂ the

i
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The “mor” theory, Yasult will cerry over
mmmmmm?f’mvmcm-

“It's really out of control,” Yseult sald. “We'rs
spanding every dime we have, We're bullding a big
set. You gotta romember, [ast Lime we were on the
road, we were getting bigger and playing bigger

places, Wa never had time to stop and bulld a set or

do anything” :

Yseult talked about the tour while packing up
her belongings to put in atorage before ahe and
White Zomble hit the road for a yser. Sho calls this
tour “short and sweet” compared to the non-stop,
2%"you tour they did In support of “La Bexorcis-
to.

“We must have corne to Detroit 200 times,” she
sald, :M Harpo's they were calling us ths house

Aaq their fan basa grew over the 215 years, so did
confidence in Yseult, one of the few women o the
hard rock scene.

“I've had a lot of gisls say, ‘T'm goana go lsarn to
play bass now,’ " sald Yseult, who was only 19
when she picked up the baes and formed White
Zombis with then boyfriend Rob Zombis in 1085,
“It's totally cool, espacially bocause half of them
are Jika 15 or younger. They’re probebly geing to be

Viita Zambl: Ploys the sfru Fair Co
seum May 21 in support of “Astro-Creep:
2000, Songs of Love, Destruction and P
g&h?Synthetu: Delusions of the Electric
ead.” ’

pretty dam: the t§
A n good by O(mthnym!.bdrb‘u;d

Whits Zombie, the Rev. Horton Heat and
Meloins perform an all-ages show ot the State F’:l:
Coliseum, Woodward Avenue south of Bight Mils

Road, Datrodi, 7:30 p.m. Sunday, May 91,
informatiom, call (313} Sor-MELT > 1 FOr ™orY



