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STAYY PyoTos By Suakon Lrsurux

By the numbers: Oz Pearlman pays attention in a math class at O.E. Dunchel Middle

School in Farmington Hills.

Number one

12-year-old Oz is a whiz at math

By Laany O'CONNOR
STayy WIITRR

z knows mnth. Oz {pro-
nounced Oh-z) Peariman is
12, but is olvendy in the
eighth grade at O.E. Dunckel
Middle School and takes pre-ealea-
Tus with seniors at Horrison High.
His ACT math score of 31 was
best in the state ot the middle
school level. Penrlman took the
ACT as part of the 1995 Mid-
weat Talent Search,
His math skilla come in handy
around the house. When his par-
. ents take him to Little Cacaars,
* they have him figure out the bill
before it's even rung up.
Hia numerical powera have
been topped in an attempt to

pick winning digits in the Michi-
gan Lotto, according to his moth-
er, Devora.

“No cigar,” Oz said.

Oz doesn’t fit the image ene
associates with proficient math
students.

A slide rule isn't nestled in
his pocket; ho doesn’t corry a
calculator in a holster on his
belt. Instead of AA battoerios,
Pearlman runs on typical mid-

academics.”

Only recently did his proclivi-
ty in math come to the forefront.
He was in the sixth grade in
Ncenah, Wis,, where his family
lived before moving to Farming-
ton Hills late Inst year.

0Oz was bored.

School officials moved him into
algebra. He conquered thaot like
Jock Nicklaus at Putt-Putt golf.
He tore through geumchy.liko a

dle school pr

Ho plays soccor, runs track
and cross country and is ¢cnam-
ored with a new card game
cailed “Magic.”

“If you'ro smart, it's kind of a
stigma on you,” Oz said. "People
think you don't do anything but

through ch

He moved up a grade. He at-
tended the Wisconsin Center for
Academically Talented Youth,
participated in an accelerated
learning program at tho Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
and young students summer

Safe stuff; [F=ad
Firefighter Dave
Feichtner (lcft)
helps youngsters
learn to be safe at

. a recent
gathering.

Nationn} Safo Kids week was
marked in Farmington Hills last
week with a visit to Borders
bookstoro by local firefighters.

Thoy handed out informa-
tion to kids agea 14 and under
and let them pot the firo dog.

The family safety checklist
included these tips:

# Uso o safety scat until your
child outgrows it, thon usc a
booster seat. After that, buckle

up.

B Wear bike helmats properly.
B Tench children to stop at the
curb or edge of the road, and to
look left, right and loft again
beforo and while crosaing the
strect.

Hills fire department offers
| checklist for family safety

& Install four-sided, 5-foot high
fencing with n self-closing and
sclf-atching gate around your
pool or spa. Ba awaro that
drownings happen in bathtubs,
huckets and toilet bowla.

® Install smoke dotectors in
sleeping areas on every lovel of
your home. Roplace batterics
yearly. Plan and practice two
firo cecapo routes,

8 Koep hot foods and drinks
awny from kida, The water
hentor should be sct no higher
than 120 degrees. Test tho wa-
tor temperature beforo placing
kids in tho bathtub,

| Kocp your guna unloaded
and locked up. Lock and storo

bullets in a separate location.

B Inatall stairway safety gotes
and window guards on win-
dowa that are net firc emer-
gency oxita. Ensurc
playgrounds hove safe equip-
ment and cushioned surfaces.

B Buy child-resistant packag-
ing, but remember this doen
not mean child-proof. Keep po-
tentinlly poisonous substances
and plants out of sight and
reach of children.

& Post police, fire, poison con-
trol eenter and medical ser-
vices telephone numbers near
phones. Store syrup of ipecac
with first aid supplics.

‘Motown sound to hit Mercy benefit

+ Martha Reeves will perform in
,a benefit concert for Morey High
+Bchool at 2 p.m. Sundny, May 21,
.in Morcy's Rosomary Clooney
+Auditorium, 11 Mile and Middle-
belt ronds, Farmington Hills.

2" A recent Rock and Roll Hall of
+Fome inductes, Rocvos is best
“known for hor classic Motown hit
“*Dancing in tha Streot.” Sho will
be foined in this eoncort by Judge
‘Myron H. Wahla and his jasz

trio, and “Dr, Boans” Bowles,
who will direct the Now Groy-
stono Jazz Orchestra,

Mercy's own singing and danc-
ing chacmble, the Morcyaires,
will join Roevea, “Beans,” and the
jnzs orcheatra to salute Morcy
High School'a 60th anniversery.

Amyre Makupeon, WKBD-TV
Channsl 50 modia porsonality,
will bs maater of coremonies for
the concert with Wehla,

Pruceeda from the concert will
oatablish the Martha Rocves
Scholarship Fund, Patron tickets
aro $100 per couple/$50 per per-
son, including rosorved
acating/champagne afterglow fol-
lowinys the concert.

Reserved concert scating is $20

v peraon, and general seating in
g'l:(). Visa/MastorCard are accepts
¢d. For more information or ticket
resarvations, call 476-3270,

:
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Star stud
Says
Harrison
math
teacher Sue
Schultz .
about Oz
Pearlman:
“As I'm
teaching,
he'll know
what’s com-
ing up.”

program at Beloit College.

Those challenges only made
Oz sharper.

He took the ACT in 1992-93.
His math score improved 12
points when he took the ACT
again two years Iater.

At Harrison High, Oz fits in
with students who are often five
years older. Some have kidded
him about going to senior prom.

He's carrying o “solid A,” said
math teacher Sue Schuitz.

“He almost acts like the oth-

ers,” Schultz said, “If the kids
get into trouble, he's in trouble.

He's not really a social outcast.

“He's very normal. He's just
bright.”

Anticipation is one of his
strengths, Schultz said.

“As I'm teaching, he'll know
what's coming up,” she said.
“He'll say, ‘What about ?' and
Tl say, 'I'll be there in o minute.

His talenta are not just mea-
sured by numbers.

He received a $500 grant and
wrote o paper on second genera-
tion Holocaust survivors, a topic
of particulnr interest since his

dmother was in Auschwitz.

" Oz was bamn in Israel. He had

a twin brother who was stillborn.
At 13 months, Oz was already
talking. : :
“He couldn't sit, but he could

talk,” his mother said.

He only took threc months to
tearn English when the family
moved to the United States. His
father, Shamue), is an engincer
for Detroit Dicsel. Oz's mother
thinks he gets his mothematical
talent from his father.

Math might be his forte, but
it hasn't helped him .in the
kitchen.

“I did harrible in my cocking
* Oz said with a laugh.
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