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City faces off with state pirates in budget duel

BY LARRY O*CoNNOR
STAYY WriTER

Lansing’s burcaucratic buc-
caneers have boarded the city of
Farmington's ship of fiscal re-
sponsibility, wreaking havoc with
its swnshbuckling slashea at rove-
nue sharing and caps on property
ajscsaments.

-Fear not. Captain and City
Manager Fraok Lauhoff and
deckhands are keeping the pirates
2} bay. Wallet wounds to passen-
ftrs — samely ™ — 8p-
pear to be minimal in this year's
proposed $5.2 million budget.

: The 1995.96 budget cails for a

2.percent increass in spending.

As a result, taxpayers will seo s
.10-mill increaso in operating mil-
lage {froon 10.29 to 10.39), which
is offset by & .07 reduction
(3.61 to .55} in debt service.

A public hearing on the budget
will take place at 8 p.m. Monday,
June 5, at Farmlzgton City Hall.

A voter-spproved road repair
tax of 1.6 mills will put the total
to 15.54 mills levied. A mill in $1
of tax on every $1,000 of tarable
property value, which Is up to half
the property’s market value.

A person with a $100,000 home
will psy an additional $81.50 a
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year in city taxea.

“In the future, I think we'll seo
thoao numbers more closoly relat-
od to Inflation," City Manager
Frank Lauhoff aald. “We've used
up our arcas of consalidation and
creative ways to reduce costs.
We've just run out.”

Inflation is around 3 percent,
but increased revenue from prop-
erty taxes is 1.75 percent. Farm-
ington will lose an estimated $2
milllon in SEV growth because of
assessment caps brought on by
Proposal A, officials sald.

Thet burts. Clty officials are
also girding themselvea for a €-

porcent decrease from cxpected
state shared revenue.

Under a state formuls, Fam.- .

Ington should recelve 11 percent.
The city will likely seo 4.7 to &
percont instcad, Laubofl eaid.
State shared manecy accounta (or
18 percent of tho city’s incomlng
rovenues.

Maintalning services was the
battle cry throughout the budget
process,

Increases in spending - with
the exception of malaries — were
kept to 1 percent. Salarlea and
benefits - which account for $2.9
mlllion of tho total expenditurea

— wero curbed at 3 percent.
Farmington public safety offi-
cers recelved & 4-percent increase
as part of their arbitration award.
Public safoty will cost $1.6 mil-
llon (31 porcent of total cxpendi-
tures); city hall and district court
runs $1.1 million; and public ser-
vicea cost $987,243 in 1895-06.

nue by 1
taken from the city’s fund balance
to make up the difference.

The city will pay $883,419 for
insurance and health benefita.
Also, included {n the $5.2 million
operating budget ia $245,000 for

the llbrary, $97,710 for communi.
ty development, and $18,700 In
social services. :

The city mads atrides In
ing health care costa down.

Increasing copays on prescrip-
tions and offering cash Incentives
to employces not to take the clty's
health (nsurance helped limit
these costs to only a 1.5-percent
increass last year, Lauhoff sald
Health care costs rose 76 percent’
between 1988 and 1993,

With the Increass in operating
millage, Farmington still ranks in
tho Jower tier in taxes compered
to other Qakland County citles.

kwp:

One reason for running again
was to help with the transition to
a new city manager, Tupper said.
Frank Lauhoff succeeded long-
term City Manager Bob Deadman
in 1993

‘Tupper's historical frame of ref-
ereece has been particularly help-
ful, Lauboff said.

- *1 know he's been talking about
it,” Lauhoff said. “Mr. Tupper, if
he doean't yun, bell be sorely
missed ™

Hartsock has served with
Tupper all 21 years. Tupper's fin-
et hour was when he and the rest
of council conducted a public
hearing on s senior bousiog devel-
opment in the late 1970s, Hart-
sock said.

Public turnout was so over-
whelming the hearing bad to be
odjourned in council chambers
and moved to the Farmington
High Auditorium.

=1 could see someone beading
to that, but our council was unit-
od,” Hertsock said.

Tupper's knowledge of ordi-
nances and building codes is an
often-tapped resource, Hartsock
A1

Those who cameo before council
asking for variances, though, were
not always treated gently by the
councilman. He's been known to
be gruff.

“Because of his compassion for
the city, be doea not always real-
ize how he comes acrosa some-
times,” Hartsock sald. “It's noth.
ing malicious. . .*
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flation, ahoe adda.

However, the board golng to the
voters for enhancement mills ia
::‘h; tast thing I'd do,” Enberg

With all theso district ties, En-
berg contends she can still
an cutaider’s perspective.

“Just because I've strved on
school committees doean’t mean I

holeh A with

Tupper is logetic for his
ateadfast adherence to ordi-
nances. Said the councilman: “If
council doesn't do that, we'rs not
doing our job. If ordinances are
not being enforced, they shoulda’t
be on the books.™

Civic pride is behind most of
his push, Tupper said. He's proud

of the way town has re-
bounded but adds more work
needs to be done.

His commitment bas been seen
outside city affaim. Tupper has
been a driving force behind the
annual Farmington Area Goodfel-
lows drive and was one of the
founders of Neighborhood House.

He'll continua to work on those
two causes.

“17! have plenty of things to
do,” Tupper said.
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Sink Inio the plush. fusurious
comfornt of this lounge chair and
ottenan. A fine quality picce
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you'll cnjoy for yean!
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egree overy
single thing that has been done,”
sho said. “1 stil] bave my opinions
. » . I think ] can maintain an ob-
Jective view.”

A critic sho Ia not.

“I've been pleased with the dis-
trict,” eald Enberg, whose sons
Michael and Shaun have attend-
ed Eagle and Longacre elementar-
ies, Power Middle School, and
Farmington High. “The district
bas served our needs very well, 1
820 a fot of strengths In this dis-
trict.”

Ono area of concern I student
writing skills. Eaberg questions
whether the focus has been more
on creativity rather than mechan-

jea.

She notes the district {s re-eval-
uating its writing curriculum,
which makes her happy.

“I would bope they would take
a look at how grammar {s present-
ed in the school system,” Enberg
said. “(I havo) no other big issues.
1 think they've done a lot of
things right.”

Enberg and her family bave
lived in the Parmington area 11

SHARON LIMIEUN/STATY PHOTOOAAPIER

Busy candidate: Linda Enberg (left), president of Farmington Families in Actionand a
candidate for the Farmington Board of Education, ccunts red ribbons with Terry
Klenczar, co-president in training.

years, including the last eight on Enberg has a bachelor’s degree  nurse and later as o consultant. Nlinols.
Whittaker in Farmington. Her in nurming from the Univenity of She left the workforce in 1992 She loves to travel, ezpecially
husband, Robert, is an allergist Kansas and a master’s of busi- to fully on voll on ing tripa. For stress man.
on the staff of Henry Ford Health  ness from the University of Mich-  ing. Parmington s remintscent of  agement, sho slngs in the Qrchard
Systems. igan. Sho worked a3 & podiatric  Galesburg, the town ahe's from In  United Methodist Church cholr,
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CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0%900

»= Place classified ads at your convenience.
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Friday Through Sunday
MAY 19-21

PLYMOUTH & MIDDLEBELT ROADS

(313) 522-4100

CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT: 591-0500
> :Lcy:iuv:ave ;1 qucstior; about riulomc dc.‘vlivcw or if you did not
ul T, i
resentaties during the fotlowing hodrsr T S e
* Monday and Thursday: 8 a.m - 8 p.m.
* Tuesday, Wednesday and Fridsy: 8:30 a.m. -— 5:30 pan

FAX LINE: 1-800-967-5904
» You can use a MasterCardw or Visa®to access the followin
information from our classified ads, This service is availahFc by
noon Wednesday and Saturday:
. llmuo. 9402: Looklng“!}z‘;; &gllacﬁ l? rtnl‘ot wmcorc
re an apartment w
classifieds. &:L- $5.95, 2 lsting of our renty
* Item No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Anti
crafts, ummage sales, Cost: .‘55.‘35I e
* {tem No. 9800; Recreation: boats, les,
airplanes, etc. Cost: §5.95  matarcycles, campen
* ltem No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all
makes of automobiles, Cost: $39.95 " ?

O&E ON-LINE
DBIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 9014713
v UVDNl‘A)nmEI w.u:thmmbgum 591-0903
» You can access On-Line with just about any ¢
software—PC or Macintosh, On-Line usen")t':ar?:m manicatlons

* Send and recelve unlimited email.
» Access ::!d(utu:ef of the Intemet—Telnet, Gopher,
* Read electronlc editions of the the Observer & Eccentric

* Chat with users across town or across the country,

"To begin your On-Line exploration, call 591.0903 or 901-4711
with your modem. |

At the login prompt, type:
At the key prompt, Iymo":;
ON-LINE HOTLINE: 853-2266

» I you need help or have questions, call the On-Line Hotline at
the number above, '

‘®bgerver




