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Give another ch
Give blood.

At
Rel Cro

Happy birthday: When Wil-
- lie Edwards (top photo)
. told Kelly Butrico his
birthday wish little did he
know people like Red Cross
“nurse Adrien Jones (photo
at right) and donor Pam
Rose would make it a reali-

Helping others

Man’s birthday wish comes true

By BUE MABON
BTAYY VIRITER

Willle Edwards turned 80 on
May 10. Ho waa served hia favor-
its dinner and heard a chorus or
two of “Happy Birthday to You"
before digging Into the cake and

«ico cream.
27 And of course, there wero pro-
..sents — & stuffed animal for Ed-
* wards and the gift of life for more
than 100 people. You sce, Ed.
" wards, terminally {1} with prostate
cancer, bad his birthday wish —
»:to do samething to help poople —
come true.

“Well, yeah, it was a surprise,”
~esid Edwards, a hosplce patient
~at the Dorvin Nuring Center
--near Middlebelt, just south of
" Eight Mlle in Livonla. “I didn't

Tha what was an American
:Cross blood drive, beld In Ed-
Zwards” honcr at Dorvin on his
= birthday. Organlzod by tho cen-
~ter's activities director Kelly Bu-
=trico, it was the result of a cooper-
~ative effort invelving the center,
- the Cross and Community
ZHospice Services, based in West-
< lend and Plymouth.

2 It was during a conversation
= with her that Edwards exp

-~ his wish to help peoplo. Afer
= thelr talk, she started working the
= telephone.

= *“He's won u lot of bearts here
Ebouuu he's very wweet, " sald

teqy

Butrico, "Weo wanted to try and
help people in the same aituation
a5 Willie and decided on the
blood drive o people could also
be teated to bo bone marrow do-

nors.

“Willie thought It was too late
to do something, but did say that
‘Everyone can do something, even
if they're llke mo and only have
two hands touse.” "

Edwards was diagnosed with
prostate cancer in 1990, He bo-
came a patlent of the Community
Hosples Services In March and
without family — his wife died
soversl years ago — was moved to
the nursing center that same
month becauss of bis declining
health,

“What touched mo was that
here Is & man dying of cancer and
hia birthday wish is to help oth-
ers,” said Vicki Martin of Com-
munlty Hosplco Services, “Here
{s someono aaying, ‘Don’t focus on
me, focus on someons olse.’ It per-
sonifies what hospice s all
about.”

Balloons still hung from the
door of Edwards’ room the day af-
ter his birthday and a Red Crosa
banner graced the wall opposite
his bed. The messago waa lost in
the myriad of birthday sishos
written by the people who donat-
od blood.

“1 bad a Iot of girls in here,"
said Edwards, referring to the

center's administrative stafl that
provided the muaical birthdoy sa-
Jute.

And Edwards also heard from a
former Detroit neighbor who
called ofter eecing o snippet about
the celebration on television. The
neighbor had boen trying to find
out what had happened to Ed-
wards, but was stymied because
ho wasn't a relative, Butrico said.

In all, 48 people turned out for
the blood drive and the Rod Cross
collected 37 pints of blood, Ac-
cording to the Rod Croes, each
pint of blood will help three peo-
ple, making Edwarda’ wish a gift
to 111 other people.

It also helped the residents of
the nursing center, who took an
activa part in tho blood drive.
They showed visitors where to go,
brought cups to the Red Cross
eanteen, and nold notecards,
awoatshirta and hats for the
Michigan Cancer Foundation.

Some residents even rolled up
their sloeves and donated hlood.

“It was very to have a
blood drive here,” Butrico sald.
““The residents, who feel unpro-
ductivo and fsolated from the
community, found they could bo
{nvolved and a productive part of
the community.”

Described as a “gontle spirited
man who just recently accepted
the fact be s dylng."” the former
deputy sheri(f has just one friend,

Willlam Bradshaw, who waas at
his side for the celebration.

He alzo brought him e very spe-
cial gift — framed photographs of
Edwards’ wifc as a young woman
and when she was older and ono
of Edwards as a young man.

“Mr. Bradshaw sald Willie
hasn’t had a day as good as hia
birthday in a long time a5 to being
alert, awake and knowing what
waa going on,” Butrico aaid. "He's
on morphine for the pain and
usually slecps 70 percent of the
time, but he was up until 8 p.m.”

Butrico ctredita tho Red Crosa
in making Edwards' wish come
true — “We couldn't have done it
without them™ — and would like
to make the blood drive an annual
event. In (act, she Is looking into
forming the Dorvin Dream Team
that would focus on making birth-
day wishea come true. Its first
dreamer is a resident who has al-
waya wanted to go fishing.

] think what hospice belioves
and wo believe, too, ia that people
can Jive every day of their lives,”
Butrico sald. “That's why we
have activitics everyday. We try to
show thoe reaidents they aro living
and can do things liko celebrate
birthdays like living poople do.

“If three arganizationa and a
dying man can do something like
this, just think what heelthy pea.
plo can do.”

= “Animal Speak” (agva 6-9) will
= teach children to recognize that
= rattling talls and erect quills bave
< distinct communication messagoes
= In the animal world. The aingle-
= dey adventurs will be 9:30 a.m. to
= noon Juna 27, July 19 and Aug. 7.
< During “Wkhoss Habitat?"
o-(ages 6-9), children will explore
Z1he many interesting homes
= in the worl

Twhethar they are underground of
Zup & tres, Some amasing animal
archi will be ned 83
= part of the single-day adventure
& 9:30 a.m to noon June 28, July 24

—and Aug. 9.

== As “Junlor Zoologlt” (ages 6-
1), children will have to think like

5200 from page 20A

acientists to experienca the many
different facets of animal lifo and
bohavior. The single-dsy adven-
ture will be 9:30 a.m. to noon July
B, July 28 and Aug. 15.

“Who In the Zoo” (ages 10-12)
will teach children about the ani-
mals’ special grocery shoppers,
doctors and dentlsts who help
keep the 200 running smoothly.
The single-day adventure will be
9:30 a.m. to noon July 11,

“Zoo Snoozzx . . . * (ages 8-10)
will give childran the experience
of aleaping in an old-fashioned log
cabln end hiking u?r‘guda_the 200

30, July 6-7, July 13-14, July 20-
21, July 27-28, Aug. 3-4 and Aug.
10-11. Tho cost will be $35 (or
D28 membern, $40 for non-mem-

8.

Phone registration can be com-
ploted betwoen 9:30 a.m. and 5
p.m., beginning Saturday, May
13, Viss, MasterCard, American
Express and Discovor are accopt-
od forma of payment, Call tha De-
trolt Zoological Society at (810)
541.5717 for registration or a pro-
gram brochure., |,

DZS family mamberships begin
at §50 and individual member-
shipa cost $35, Benefits include

lted froe admisslon to

at night. The gh!
will be 7 p.m. to 9 am. Juns 20-

0
Detroit_ Zoo, Bello Iale Zoo and

:

Aquarium for one full year, free
imission to 100 fonwid:

100 2008
free parking, invitations to mem-
bors-only events and special dis-
counts.

Underwritten by the DZS, the
Summer Safari Sories also in sup-
ported by the Junior League of
Detroit.

The Detroit Zoo, openel0 a.m.
ta 5 p.m, dally year-round, is ot 10
MHe Roed and Woodward Ave.
nue in Royal Oak, Regular admis-
sion s $8 for adulta, $4 for senlor
citizens, $3 for children 2:12 yoars
of age and free for children under
2. For more information call (810)
398-0903,
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- Individualized tutoring
in reading, wiiting,
spelling and math

«» Study and Testing skills
« Vocabulary classes
« Phonics ;
Caill To Enroll Your Child Now
KEADING & LANGUAGE ARTS
CENTERS, INC.

954 N. Hunter ° 17316 Famnington Rd.
Bloomfieid Hills N. o 6 Mie

(840) 645-9690

New! Full Day Cps
New! Monday - Friday Classes

gl

New Morning School > 313/420-3331 ‘

14501 Haggerty Rd., (2t M-14 & 1-275) « Plymouth, MI -48170
=

“They All Laughed When I Said
I Was Going To Buy My Own
Home...But Not Anymore!”

S eten reters mle the mristake of thinking bt tbex can’t afford 1o by u bome
tnvtevid of unasttng thousnds vof dollars on rent every yte, Sou: you fird out b 10 1o
maktng your Lanullond rich and brep your band eumed money t yout pocket nstanl’ -

. Bloomfield, MI - A Free Report has been released that shares
how to slop paying rent and own 2 home instead. Learn how you can .
stop wasting thousands of dollars on rent and buy a home with the
same money. Call 1-800-797-6055, 24 Hrs., for a FREE RECORDED
MESSAGE and copy of (his report. Call now...and find out what your :
Landlord is hoping that you ncver bother to take the time to read .’
about! =

Complor.rmta of Crartmask Assacates, Inc

when It's mods of
vitra-strong fiberglass that
won't dhlp, decay. fust,
crack, peel or splinter, R0
frome colors.. 200 fabrics.
10-yeor warronty ond I's
ol mode in Michigon.
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‘LOVESEATS::ROCKERS:
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S Just £, of 14 Mie
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CAERO ¢ PACIFIC
{ -

Rl “We have been making beautifut

fl| custom draperies for over 40 years.” :
+ Thousands of Fabrics :
» Horizontal Blinds

* Vertical Blinds

P INHOME s * Shades :
“ DICORATOR SERVICE  IE& |\ + Dueltes .
+ FREE | Highest Quality :
MEASUREMENTS Custom Made Draperies
« FREE at the Most Competitive
ESTIMATES Prices in Town

"mSA of IIZ‘OI;B%-‘Q-‘FMF .
PACIFIC DRAPERIES
GARDEN CITY TOWN CTR.

Middicbelt

. 421-0000
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