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POINTS OF VIEW

Schools help teen pregnancy rates turn the corner

1
2
-apmuig logtatation works. It'a entiroly possiblo, since unmar- polnts per generation. It's not tho fault | 1Q women (1) goto collego Instead of
Checls the numbers from the Hod wolfaro mothers tend to ralse more of schools and the National Education | marrying in thoir late teens, (2) opt for
Y o tate Departront of Health. unmarried welfare mothero, that En- Acsoclation. It's the result of “dysgen- | jobs, carccrs and professions, (3) delay
+Juet before Mother's Day, DOH ro- gler's elimination of tho general asslst- fcs” — collocti breedi rriage and (4) have fewer babies {6)
ported toen pregnancy at its lowest ance welfare program also caused older Not only do bigher 1Q women have iater in life.

point in 10 years. The pregnancy rato
covers livo births, abortions nn?mlu-
carriages por 1,000 fomalos age 15.19,

1 Vernice Davis-Anthony, outgoing di-
réctar of DOH, credited a “shift in atti.
tides and bohavior,” enhanced by ab-
siinenco programs in the school curric-
ulum. Thelr purposes were to keop
ybung women away from not only sexu-
2] actlvity but also from tobacco, alco-
ho! and drugs.

| For reasona never explained, DOH's
répart neglocted a fow other factors:
Michigan voters’ declaion in 1988
against funding wolfare abortions, a
rtew parental consent law before a girl
cpn get an abortlan, and the nolses

folks to tell younger folks that the end
of the free rido was in sight.

Engler was of course savagely at-
tacked by the welfare industry, jts cli-
enu"und the political left. Thoy talked
recall.

But tho Mother's Day evidonco from
DOH suggesta the harsh changes in
law and administrative policy have
worked. Abortions por 1,000 females
aged 15-19 fell from the 36-37 range in
1987-88 to 22.2 in 1993, tho last year
shown. Pregnancy rates topped out at
08.6 in 1089, slipping to 88.2 in 1993,

Liberals can't understand it becauso
thoy don't beliove market Incentives

in gencral.

That was the good news. Tho bad
news is scarier.

1t comes from The Bell Curve: Intelli-
gence and Class Structure in American
Life, tho woighty 1994 statistical tomo
by Richard Herenstein and Charles
Murray — much maligned by liberals

fewer babies, H&M report, but they
bear them at older ages. The authors
group women in five 1Q classes. Clans
1, very bright, huve thelr firat babies at
tho mean age of 27.2, Class V, very
dull, hava their firstborns at 19.8. (It's
all in Chapter 15.)

When the dullest women have more
bables and the span between genera-
tions is shorter, they exercize a doubly
ilupmulng effoct on America’s average

Q.
“In pre-modern (Victorian) tipes,
privileged young women . . . masried
earlier and suffered fower marital dis-
ruptions. The not result was that, on

Thero's more when wo conslder ifle-
yitimate births, which liberals refer to
by _Lhe euphemism of “teen preguan-

And so it gocs, Low 1Qs, young
mothers, low birth weights, illegitima-
cy, welfare, poor school perfermance,
criminal behavior of males, even inju-
ries on the job — all are linked and
even related.e

Passing Engler-stylo social legisla-
tion Is helping a Jittle bit to tum back
the tido of social disaster thet has
started at our toes and today is chost

long way from avoiding disaster,

A avel , thoy ended up with more sur-
Gov. John Engles’s cdministration has | work, The baslc phenomenon is that who haven't read it. vivi.:gu' ildren than did unprivileged P of state and ! events.
made about requiring under-16 moms pulling the piug on froo abortlons has Americais b ing dumber. Our women,” H&M say. His Touch-Tone voice mail number ia

to stay with their parents.

hadsa ing effect on pr

intelligence quotients are dropping 1-4

But In modern times, they add, high

(313) 953-2047, Ext. 1881,

'ﬁm Richard reports on the local im-

high. But tho data suggest Americaisa ;

LETTERS

No credibliity

elf-anointed experts often make
up their own “facta™. . . Hank
v Borgman for one, Rush Lim-
baugh for another.
: Last ook Hank claimed that tho av-
croge global temperature hasn'’t rison

since 1940, That's not truo; he mada
that up. Rocent data published by Oak

between May 26 and Oct. 15 or tha
Smithsonian in Washt 5

June 15, 1995, and Jan. 15, 1896.

‘Tho exhibit hos already been acen by
more than 1 million people in New
York, Los Angoles, Pittaburgh, San Di-
ego and Denver. But unfortunatoly it
won't get any closer to Michigan.

Dlck Landback, Farmington Hilla

Ridge National Laboratory shows that
temperatures leveled out during tho

Votors beware

chosen by the council.

Though the etatutes are silent on
this Issue, it behooves all councilper-
sons concerncd to adopt such a posi-
tion because it is in consonance with
those cthics in government which we
citizcns expect from our elected repre-
scntatives. :

To act otherwise is to scnd a clear

of chall and

Basically, I would carry out the du-
tics of mayor as I did during 1991,
when I served in that position by selec-
tion of the council.

At the end of that year, both my col-
lengues and the public offered praieo at
the way I handled the job of mayor, es-
pecially noting that I had taken a frac-
ll?us' eouncil and developed a working

voters that representative government
in Farmington Hills is not only a farce,

hip thot allowed the city to
reach many of its goals.
‘That year and all the time I'vo been

About those trees .

here is a new complex going up
behind our house on 12 Mile
Road.
Recently, 1 had noticed that some of
the trees in front of our sub, that

cut down. I found this act to be some-
what disturbing. To me, the cutting
down of these trees that are still good
and not in the way of the new complex

*§0y, '60a, and 'G0s, but have increased - but clearly nonexistent. on council, ] have periodically dropped +

dramatically sinco then, @ :;l;.u;:ﬁng.f 23‘517,: ::29,;;,”33? Albert Rosen, Farmlngton Hills inon boaxt'! and commission meetings, wa';‘ln‘!::g:i help to keep tho air that

‘é@:hb:tplea’:gg:r‘::thb:::?mn;‘: ?l: ’ Hills to sclect o mayor for two S —— ‘sch:;iule E::ﬂlg":'z As 'ﬁ"y nl’\’ lh;vould we breathe clean. If we destroy them,
continue to do that as well as hold an- A

fecord for those months. Temperaturea [Y*37% Asks for support nunl mectings with the chairs of the the air will bo harder for our lungs to

havo risen about 1 degroe Pahrenheit
between 1881 and 1870, but have risen
another half degreo since then.

. Who do wo bellove? Ho says ons
thing. I say something ¢lso. Back in
March, he said temperatures in Ant-
drctica “seldom” got above freezing, He
just made that up too.

E Now ho tells us temperatures ha-

Unbeknownst to hundreds, if not
thousands, of voters is the extreme
danger that they will be disen-
franchised.

Simply put, if any present incum-
bent council member captures tho
mayoral scat, his or her vacant position
will be filled by action of the council,
not by the electorate.

The only way to address this blatant

of tho

yen't risen since 1940. He
tho increass in ocean levels will be
zero. I estimatae his credibility is zero,

. Those intereated in {earning more
about global warming can visit a spo-
¢lal EDF exhibit in the Sclence Center

Sadly, emotion and memory
are now houses, strip malls

he Michi D

jolati 1 1 process ia for
any councilperson, running for mayor,
to reaign his or her scat on the council

.| 80 that voters in our city can fully ex-

erciso their right to directly elect whom

they wish, not to have some surrogate

a: Members of Farmington Hills
boards and commissions.
Recently, 1 announced that I
would be a candidato for the first clect-
ed mayor of the city of Farmington
Hills. As you know, this election will
be held in November.

One of the issues discussed during
the vote on switching from an appoint-
od to an clecied mayor was just how
the change would fit in with the tradi-
tional relationship of mayor to city ad-
ministration. I am enclosing my an-
nountement statement which covers

this issue.

boards and commissions a8 Terry
Sever did the year he was mayor.

I would also recommend reinstitut-
ing the annual Boards and Commis-
siona Picnic, which I found to be very
helpful in developing a camaraderic
among those who serve our city,

I would hope after reading this letter
and the statement that you would sup-
port my candidacy for mayor. If you
have any questions you can reach me
ot 474-3665.

Aldo Vagnozsi, Farmington Hills

breathe. Many people may think that

ence, but they will.
Those trees are a part of our environ

air you need.”

issue, Even if the old trees are cut
down, maybe new, and more healthy
trees could be planted in their place.
We must try to do something about
this,

1f no one ¢lze will do something
about this, 1 guess I will.

Jonathan Le: Parmmi

one or two trees won't make a differ- |

Plense take the time to consider {hig :

Hilla

weren't in the way of the building, were

ment, if wo cut them down it's like tell- ’
ing our lungs, “You guys can’t have the |

of A

H ever vigilant in l;ecp‘nx tabs on things

i Whore's it ll going? That's easy. Take s
drive through Canton Township, now ono of the
most rapidly growing arees in Michigan, or In
what used to be farming country just outside
Brigh It's going to subdivixions and shop-

i agricultural, released last month a study %%w_“aw

hat indicated Michlgan loses about 10 acres of o

farmland overy hour. o'ymplc Natu

! In the docade of the 1980, that loss mounted Look :
up to 854,000 acres, around the sizo of the entire H
ptate of Rhodo Iatand. I tho trend continues, Protector ; Provdos WalerGuard™ :
hnother 1.8 million acres will be lost by 2012, Plus™ un " v .
hearly 20 percont of tho total 10.1 million acres sural .99 ga!‘ :
how farmed In our state. N onrm::d $ 9 N

or Lanaing. I mean the kinds of downtowns

proaching, gradually bocomen roal cstate. Emo-
tion and memory tumn into s commodity.
Ia it what wo want? Probably, After all, the
hole point of the suburban revolution which
brought people out of the big cities and into
kroencr pastures was in responss to what people
Wwantod. Peace. Quict. Good schools, A senoo of
:munuy with trees, a garden to plant, a lawn to
ow.
:m Has the promise of suburb somohow turned
$0 tha problem of aprawl? I don't know, but
bometimen I worty.
t Ona aspect is economic. A conforence on “Al-
!amnlm to Spraw!” put on last year by the
3 rookinme [nstitution listened in Tehment
when a paper by tho Bank of Amotica argued
that sprawl in California has created “enor-
)llous soclal, environmental and economic costs,
which until now have been hidden, ignored, or
Ruletly borne by our soclaty.”
} “Businesses,” the study went on, “suffer from
higher costs, a Joas in worker productlvity and
underutilized invostments in older communi-
tes”

5.
T dah’t mean big city downtawna like Detroit

D \

¥
by shopa, St. John's, ecat of Clinton County,
whoso downtown is punctuated by the county
building at one end and the grain elevator at tho
other, Howell, with its magnificently restored
19th century courthouso, and Birmingham,
buzzing with good places to cat and fascinating
things in store windows,

All these downtowns, and many others like
them, summon up & senso of place, of the roots
of history that distinguish one community from
another.

What hurts downtowns? Shopping centers,
for one. Ask thoe folka in Birmingham 2000, a
group dovoted to sprucing up the downtown un-
der the threat of Somerset North, a building
just a fow miles away.

Big chaln stores, for another, Ack the Brigh-
ton city fathors what happoned to the base of
locally owned downtown merchants whon the
Wat-Mart opened up just outside of town,

Tho antl-suburb thooriats argue (as they did
in lant woek's [ssus of Newswook, the source for

mail number is (313) 9563-2047, Ext. 1880.

which I retain on my list of things most cher- Guard™ formuia. » Provides WaterGuard™
D et bt s Thero I a cortain point | 1#hed about Michigan. e wood iooing new and sesors proofing protacton. - rovides
at which countryside, with davel tap- Pl h, whose village green {s surrounded U.V. Protection. Can bo immediately applied to

$.12.

fonces, siding,
and mors,

WHILE
2 112 Gal.

! Here's an examplo of this polnt. If the bus much of thia meditation) that suburbs inovitab- NEW BOSTON CANTON Dodt Certtar
Ryotem aerving the suburbe in Southeastern ly turn Into lpfaw!. 26500 Road, 41900 Ford Road, Canton, Mi « 313.981.5300
. Michigan (SMART) folds, awhole lot of subue- 1 think they're wrong, but we’d bettor be vigi- New Boston, M| Kitchen & Rath Showroom 313.981-5800
ban businessos ere going to have to pay ll:M- w lant. ’; I’f,szigl‘)‘lo" M.A. Mans Floors 313-981-3582
\nore than thay are paying now to gut workers
theleplant cates. ‘ Phil Power is chairman of the company that oo TENTO! srsare IONROE -
3 Another cost of eprawl: Downtown owna this newspaper. His Touch-Tone voice W reoson, MU Hwo-m_u St Hoaroa, 1t

+ Guaranteed to
prevent graying for o minimum of 2
yoars, (Wood treatad with cicar
water sealant turns gray over ime.)
« Natural wood enhancers koop

Olympic Deck Cleaner
Easy to use. No scrubbing.

+ Promium S-74 deep cleaning

formula, + Penetratos deep and lifts

dirtto tha surfaco to be rnsed away.

« Cloanas dirt and milkdow.

« Roadyto use, no mixing. g

+ Works In 5-10 minutes,

+ Biodogradable.

+ Foruse on decks,

Bonus

size $13.99

Reg. ! Gal. Size Only $6.99
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+ Linsood oiValkyd formula. + Exclusive Scuft

nlwood, including prossure-troztod wood.

$13.99 gal.
esesssssessessacscessossatnes
Olympic Qil Stain
Original linseod oif boauty and protoction.
« Pura penotrating linsood oil formuda.
*Fade rasistant micro-milied pigments.
» UV. protection agalnst sun damago.
» Midow rosistant on the stain film.
» Limitad Ketime warranty agalnst cracking, peeling,

mansede 13,99 gal.
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5% OFF!
TREATED LUMBER i
| Great For Decks » Fences ® Docks or Any

1 Other Outdoor Projects ® We stock top 1

e Ejality ponderosa pine.

99 gal.
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