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a friend, scvording to Maricanne.
A few months later, they went
into business. Jon later became
interested in designing kites and
now they operate Sky Bumer

Kites, a company that manufac.
tiures and sclls kites around the
globe.

. While folks like the Tren.
nepohls and Maynard spend bun.
dreds of dollars on their kites,
they agree thero is plenty of op-
portunity for quality coaring ex-
pericncrs without a major invest-
ment.

- They also agree that a dime-
store diamond shaped kite is
probably not the best investment
of time and energy.

“The deltas (triangular with a
keel) are the easiest to Iy, Mar-
ieanne paid. A delta kite can cost
between $15 and $100 depending
upan penf ications and size.
Nylon is more durable than
tylar, paper or plastic.

‘A single-line delta kite is easi-
eit to fly, but a two-line kite will
offer same mareuverability and
allow you to do stunts. Young
children are better off with a sin-
gle-line to start 23 leas coordina-
tion is required, Maynard said.

The old-fashioned box kite with
wings added to the sldes isalso
good chaice for beginners, accord-
ing to Maricenne. Perafoils make

BY BASBARA WILSON
STayy Warma

Once the beat kite is seloct-
«d, In your favorits colora of
coursse, the next step s to find
aspot tofly.

Gary Maynand, captain cf
the Windjammers Stunt Kito
Team, recommends a field, free
of utility linea and trees, that
i ¢ least 300-by-300 feet. Ho
cautions that kites not
flown near airports.

Belle Inle in Detroit s a fa-
vorite apot for flyers. Kites &
Fun Things of Plymouth hosts

bo

Where you can get a flying start

uu flys open to the public eve-
Wedn 57 pm. at

Scboolcr-n Colicge's north nnd

south fields, off Haggerty

tween 6 and 7 Milo Ruds.

Livonia. Other favorite. spots

are:

® Heritage Park, Proctor and
Canton Center Road, Canton
Township
@ Maybury State Park, Eight
Mlle, cne miles weat of Beck,
Northville Townshlp,

Theso are also great places
for spectators.
The old-fashioned method of

running to get a kits aloft la
Dot nocessary, unless you want

offered to help them,” ho sald.

* Sport kites have two lines
which allow the pilot to stoer thelr
kites through the sky. Pilota com-
pate individually or in teams an
fly thelr kites “Blue Angel"” style.
Bdlet ovents foature fllght pat-

d to musle.

to wear the kids out, May
eald.

Instead, be suggests that
winds be at 5 to 10 mph for be+
ginners and that you stand
with the wind at your back.

“Let out about 100 fest of
line and havo somo throw
Kite into the alr as you walk

backwards a f{ew steps,” ho
said. “Koep walking backwarda
unti! the Kito is in lha air and
then let out moro line.”

Once your kito is aloR, hang
on and have fun.

great gifta for hikers, bikers or
travelers. They are falrly casy to
fly and wre very portable as they
have no sticks or frame. The fab-
ric is shaped to work (ike an air
foil.

As leisure flyera arc trans-
formed into addicted flyers, the
price of the kites scars. Some of
the kites made by the Tren-
nepobls and others have frames
made of costly graphite and can
costs hundreds of dollars.

Dick Sanders, 51, of Livonia,
used to bulld old- feshioned kites
as a kid and now he bas a house-
ful of stunt kitea and fighter kites,
He was bit by the kite bug four
years ogo when traveling home
from Mackinaw City. Ho saw
some men flying stunt kites and
stopped to watch. Tho retired
Plymouth-Canton art teacher was
hooked and now he competes in
all sorts of eventa and has quits a

_collection of kites,

“I really enjoy it. 1 had a qua-
druple bypass 11 years ago wd

ducing children to kites at an ear-
ly age, but n.llnwlnz them to fly
only when they've reached the ago
of slx or so.

“Kitea can have a lot of pull
and can be dangerous,” she aaid.
“Too many timea I've beard par-
cnts tel) their children not to let
g0, but thoy should let go if they
feel in danger. Kids can be

ocross streets ar into
other bad situstions, so thoy
should know when to let go."

With younger kids, Maricanne

na ch
Manu!nctunr

Marquee

representatives

will demonstrate new kites u\dL
offer freo hands-on workshope,

1 would be thrilled to seo somd
of tha peoplo I grew up with o
Livonis,” sald Radtke. * Evvryonn
usod to say § threw
This festival is a great puty l
hope to see some of you thare.”

from page 1B N

Hole sponsorship available for
$100, bo & patron for $500. Call
{313) 4211111 for lnfnnullon. Event

1o benefit the Livonls Sym.
phunyl)z:huin.
W QCakland Community Cclllgo, Ore-
bard Ridge Campus in Fi
Hills, is hosting Oullmry Classic, 9
wm. to§ pum. Saturday, June 24.

Joln Ch!b Milos Clhelke, Jimmy
Schmide, Peter Loren, Larraine Plat-
man, and others for an exciting day of
food, wine and culinary wizdom in-
cluding seminars, and wine tastings.

Tickets are $125 per person. The
cvent will be preceded by a stroliing
dinper to introduce the new Chuck
Muer Culinary Resourco Library pro-

gram 6 p.m. Tuesday, June 20, Ticks
etn are $50 per person. A prelude ding
ner and culinary claseic peckage la
wvailablo for $160 per person. Call
(510) 4716340 for mors Information. +
ianhit Bess Boonier will bo per
!armlnl with the Jack Brokansha
Quamspm.ﬁmd-y. May 18, o4
the Botaford Inn, Grand Rlver,
Parmington Hills, Call (810) 41‘4&))
for information.
Keely Wygonik is editor of the kla
Go! section of the Obeerver & Eccen.
tric Newspaperz. She welcomes your
calls and comments, 1-313-983-2105,
fax 1-313.591-7279, or write: Obecroer
& Eccentric Newspopers, Inc. 36351
deokm[l, Livonia, MI 48150. .

Garden party benefit -
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