4B(F)

The Observer] TIURSDAY, May 18, 1695

Everything ‘coming

Sister Julia
@ Child of God,

- makes thia vi-
chyssoise, and
accidentally
cleans out her
convent  {al-
moat), but the
convent  docsn't
have enough
monecy to bury
all the dead sis-
ters  because
Mother Superior {(one of the sur-
vivors of The Terminal Supper)
purchascs a VCR before all the
bodics are interred, so the little
band of survivors bas to cram the
remaining remains into a deep
freeze while they figurs out how to
raise money for a decent burial,
and what they figure is this:

Put on a show — aing. dance,
tell jokes, stufl like that, right
hete on the stage of the Mt St
Helen's School, just Ignore the
backdrop, which is scenery for the
school musical, “Grease,” and ev-
erybody is invited and everybody
will come, and (very significant
detail’) theyTl bring money.

1t} be swell! 1t'1l be great! You
could even say (and writer-lyricist
Dan Goggin does) everything will
be “coming up rosaries.”

Get yourself to this loony, tune-
filled, nunnery-bin, “Nunsense,”
performed by the Village Players
of Birmingham, and do so wil
haste.

With her lilting Irish brogue,
hearty voice, and breery comedic
talents, Maureen Cook is a

‘Prideful’

“The Ridgedale
Players’ produc-
tien of James
Kirkwood's
“Legends!” di-
rected

by
and Linda Pel.
liccioni is sub-
dued, but funay
ELEN nonetheless. The
z,';c,‘m cast, through
sheer energy and
considerapte sxill, makes this
play sbout aging stars work.

Linda Pelliccioni, who stepped
inta the role of Sylvia Glenn on
one night’s notice, does & wonder-
ful job a3 a screen legend who bas
never played anything but
tramps. Pelliccioni is pinch-hit-
ting for Becky Maclntyre, who
was taken to the hospital with ap-
pecdicitis before opening night.
{On Broadway, this is how leg-
ends happen).

On the Ridgedale boards, Linda
gives us & belicvable portrait of &
down-on-her-luck, hizh-spirited,
never-say-die, gifted mctreas.
Glenn ia a fighter, and she uses

VICTORIA
DIAZ

" everythirg she's got. Pelliccioni

not only knows Glenn's lines and
ber moves; ahe's also vibrant
- encugh to look good in a ailver
outfit thst makes her look like
“the Tin Man in the “Wizard of
o "

Jo Ewuld, in 8 pretty purple
outfit and a mink coat she won't
take off, is dry and amusing es
Leatrice Monsee, Glenn’s

I
“Nunscnse” I
Theater: V.lage Players of
Buemingham, southeast corner I
cf Chestnut and Huntee Bivd
(o biocks soutt of Maple
Roag).
Curtain time:8pm Frday
and Saturday, May 19-20 & May
26-27: 2 pm Sunday, May 21.
Tickets: S12, stugents $10.
Ca1{830) 644-2075,

Mother Superior nonparcil. She
leads this cast with a sure hand,
though certainly neover a heavy
one, always delivering delightful-

ly.

Holly Hellsten ia just about
perfect as Sister Hubert, the Mla-
tress of Novices nervy enough to
aickpame her M.S. “Lake Superi-
2t when tha generously-endowed
tood Mother complains of a tend-
ncy to “retain water.” If a musi-
:al number can be a riot, Hubert’s
rousiag “Halier Than Thou,”
with a deep-down gospel beat is
just that,

Pictuse a cute cartoon charscter
come to life, and you'll have the
awesomely-talented Patty Ward
as Sister Robert Anne, Brooklyn-
bred “tough guy.” Robert Anne
yearns for the spotlight, but
seems fated farever to saw away at
that second fiddle. Always em-
broiled in a good-natured war
with herself and ber big-time cgo,
she finally gets ber chance with
the aptly-titled “I Just Want to
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up rosaries’ in ‘Nunsense’ |
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Talented trio: Tania Velinsky (left to right), Sally Savoie and Patty Word in a scene from the Village Players

production, “Nunsense."

be a Star,” and handily hi
all glittery accoutrements.

As the fluttery novice, Sister
Leo, Sally Savole is cornically en-
chanting, whether “danciog &
prayer” in pink ballet alippers,
holding up ber end of the sister
act, or performing what Is proba-
bly the goofiest ballet nuwmber
you've ever witneased, “The Dy-
ingNun."

Last, but certainly not least in

this i} holy quintet,
you'll meet poor, addled Siater
Mary Amnesia, who can't for the
life of her think of who she is.
Played winningly by Tania Velin-
sky, Amnesta is a holy card or two
short. In the end, with tho Board
of Health cloaing in and atill not
enough money in the till, it will
be Amnesia who saves the day
and retrieves her eluslve memory
via a little number guaranteed to

actresses joust in ‘Legends!’

Rehearsing:
Becky Ma-
cintyre (left),
and Jo
Ewald of
Troy, are
given sugges-
tions during

thanks to
poverty and hashish brownles
toward revelations that allow the
two rivals to work together. The
production is enormotsly en-
livened by Kimberely Cruchon as

evening progresses,

Areths Thomas, the savvy maid
who befriends Glenn, calls off her
own party, and talks sense to the
stars. Cruchon’s Southern accent
is from no discernible place in the
US., but it's got @ sprightly
charm of its own. “You bellowed,
madama?” she says politely. Cru-
chon plays Jeeves to people a9
dim as Bertie Wooster.

selves and evolvs into two women
who simply want to work.

Kent Martini, as Martia
Klemmer, the motor-mouth, off-

Brosdway producer who seta the
play in motion, is a believably ro-
bust liar, He bandies Paul New-
man's name about as if it were his
own, calls three or four people at
once from phones in Union Sta-
tion or bis office while pretending
to be in Sumatza or Sardi's. Mar-
tini does well as a fount of energy
who turns out to be a shrewd and
not unkind catalyst. He even
finds time to leave tickets for
someone on a sulcide hotline.

Dennis Fitzpatrick, as tho po-
licoman who palnstakingly
miswrites all the information he's
given, looks as innocent as Aretha
locks wise. Selma Cohen as Doro-
thy Coulter, the woman who owna
the apartment the zssorted may-
hem takes place in, does o fine jub
of being absent.

The set by Jim West and erew
does & fine job. Lot of nice touch-
es like the bank of pbones and
graffiti to the right, the office to
tho Isft, and the spartment be-

punch a dimplo into all starchy
wimplea, “I Could've Gono to
Nashville.”

“Pgrochial Students” Sarsh
Ashcraf?t, Jonathon Baugh, Beas
Hart and Mac Vaughoy do a good
job (moatly from the sudience).
‘And when called upon, even play-
goers come through here, tool

Director Dan Castlo deserves
nome very special accolades for all
kinds of reasons. Here's one:

Making it look easy 8s pie, ha in.
dividually showcases each bea”
con-bright taleat to its utmost,
while at the same time blending
everything beautifully together.
What comes out Is ono ringy,
zany, zesty, entertalning soup, |

Bon appetit! »

Victoria Dioz is o Livonia-based
freelancer, who specializes in arts
and entertainment articles in the
metroarea.

Celebrats the 47th anniver-
sary of the state of lsracl Sun-
day, Moy 21 ot the Maple/
Drake campus of the Jewish
Community Center, 6600 W.
Maple, West Bloomfield.

show $7. Sunday show §8 for
senicr citizens. Includos oo
colleefzandwich aftergliry, Cail

kids !d'll have tl:mk apgununily

Celebration marks
Israel’s birthday

foanfed

Guest sololst: Interna-
tional folk and pop star
David Broza will be per-
forming at Isracl Fest on
May 21.

ences of musie.

® Michael HarPaz will per-
form original Hebrew music at
6:15 p.m. Hillel Day School -
Chor will accompany him dur
Iug part of his performance.

2 Int lonel folk and pop

beseareataaasrarbet it bess

to p ac-
tivities to learn about the his.

There s no charge. The
m.hcarsal by event is aponsored by the Jow-
director and 1sh Federation and ita Michi-
assistant di- gan/Israel  Connection, with
rector Larry tho Jewish Community Center
and Linda ————
Pelliccioni. [~ PREVIEW

and “Jewish News.” For de-

talls, call (810) 645-7878.
Feativities kick off at 1:30
p.m. with & 3.5 mlle “Walk for
Iarsel” Jewish War Veterans
will begin the walk with the
help of the Hamizon High
Scl};ool "‘ ;‘b hnndix‘l‘hey(
« " { 1 will be joined by members of
Logends! ! the community, and partici-
TheatersRidgedalo Players, | 1 pants of the Michigan Miracle
205viestlonglokoRoad, | | Mission II who will walk
Troy {between Livorncisand ¢ | through the West Bloomfleld

Ciooks Road). Curtain tmo: ’ Community.

7:30 p.m. Taursday, May 18, 8 B At 3 p.m. Isracli child enter.
p.m. Friday end Saturday, May taiper Chanl Nechmias will
19:20; 3 p.m. Surday, May 2). present & one-woman show of
Tickets: Adutis $9. Thursday acting, pantomime, comedy
l and song. Throughout the dey

{810) 433-1572.

tween, bespeak exporience.
Sound, espocially the subway, by
Thom Griffin, is great. The
Ridgedale Troupe has finished
the season in style. Their per-
formance is & tribute to their
cohesion, and a way of saying got
wall to Becky MacIntyra.

Helen Zucker of Oak Park spe-
cializes in arts and i

tory and 1ife of the Jewish Fed.
eration’s Partnership 2000
Central Galllee Region. Cami-
val rides and a climbing wall
for teena will also be available.

@ [eracl’s jazz band, Esta will
perform Its blend of rock, jazz,
Tsraeli, Bulgarian and Medlter-
rancan thythms at 4:15 p.m.
The Aviv quartet plays s wide
variety of instrumenta and fuse
thois varied and different Influ-

atar Dovid Broza, who has
recorded 10 albums, takes the
stage at 7:30 p.m. He weaves
the tmusical melodies of
flamenco  gultar, blues and
thythms of the Middle East’
with his spoken poetic Hebrew |

verse.
There will be a fireworks dis- |
play after his performance. N
In case of rain all perfor-
mances will be moved inside
the centet,

Discover The
of Reincarmation & Pﬂlf%lempy

With Brian L. Weiss, M.D.

IMTERSATIONAL GRP RECORDING

RUSS FREEMAN & THE RIPPINGTONS
BRAKOTIO TIER UIEQUE BLEND OF
JUNE 10, 1995
UVE AT THE BEAUTIFULLY ALHOVATID
FRECOOM HILL AMPHITHEATZR
15000 METROPARKWAY (16 MILE RD.)
STERUNQ HEIQHTS, M 48312
(810) 979-7010

ARTISTS

JAZ, L-POF, AMD LATIH MUSIKC
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# Lectuare ;-u) 7370310 mur-mu
C lon Eserci
* i Goom Bemin i Soroens sovmaran
SOUTHRALD RO, 5601 MEACURY
:n,uﬁ:mv.nm;.ﬂlhn.g 10 saectss o
Gursticn & Anyarer Scs UTKA
o Book Sipsing UTICA PARK BLVD,
(910) 728-8353
TICHETS BY MAIL OR PAX (510) 888-1107
e
ADORESS PHONE IONE),
Wisdom Productions, Inc. i ——
# OF TICKET Gs $20.00 CACH
sAmC A EXP. OATE
9100 Bowth Dadeland Bvd., Beke 1400 SHMATURE
MNisunl, Florida 33156 QP A SEND TO, JATE NOETS
o regeser by Cafl {30%) 6TOINTO 7155 RLUHWOOD
LELT04EYD PAX (305) 6700450 WHITE LARE, MI 42385
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$1.00 OFF———
{Tild-Michigen Cot Panclers Ine. :

CAT SHOW

oo HOURS MAY
SATURDAY 8.5 . .
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