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New Second City revue sure to outhve 0.J. trial

BY BOD SADLER

Hyrcial WRTes

‘ Juet becauss Second City —

Da!.rolt'l production Is entitled

'['llu Phone Home," [t doesn't

mean that 0., jokos dominate,

: “to Phone Home,"” the troupe’s

fourth roview, has the catchlest

title, odglng out “Kevorkian Un.
lugged,” thelr second revue.

“Ita.Phone Homz"
Where: Socond Clty - Dalroit,
2301 Woodward, Ave., Dolroit
Curtaln timer8pm. .
Wadnosday- Sundny. 1030
p.m. Friday-Saturday.
Tickets: $12 to $18, call (313)
085-2222.

. The seven member
bas undergone some changoes.
Tim Pryor of Farmington Hills,
and Jerry C. Minor of Fenton,
hnvn moved on to other thinga,

paying more attention to
hll famlly and other life in the ad
buslnees, and Minar to work on a
one-man atage show,

Joining the cast are longtimo
Detrolt stand-up Rico Bruce
Wade, proviously 8 membor of the
touring company, and mysterious
Grant Krause of Detroit, whose
only other credits include Wayna
State Univoralty's thestor pro.
gram, and e atint as a houncer at
Second Clty — Detroit,

“Ito Phone Home" opens with a
sketch ripped from the Simpson
case. Nancy Hayden as Murcia

Clark, and Chris Smith, as John-
nie Cochran, review potentinl
Jurors who cach, in thelr own way,
are dolng thelr best to be dla-
missed. The only other reforence
to the trial of tho century was this
wisecrack uttered by Smith In a
later sketch: “If an cx-football
playor was golog to go crazy and
kill his wifo, why couldn't it have
boen Frank Gifford?"

An appealing element to bursor
8occond City-style is the way
qulck-hitting vignettes are used
an breaka betwoen longer sketch-
e, Some of the ovening's heartl-
est laugha comoe from these sbort,
sweet morsels,

Androw Newberg of Rochester,

ond Jackie Purtan of Weat
Bloomfield, joined Smith and
Hayden for a well-actod ploce
chronlcling what seemoed to be &
rollercosster ride — until the pi-
lot announces they have arrived

safely at Metro.
Mualcal numbera are sprinkled
throughout to maintaln , and

pace,
closs things on & high note, “Ito
Phone Home" gives the Motor
City new too-tappers like “I
Think I'm Gonna Dls Today,” in
which Nowberg, Wada and
Krause play cows about to be-
coms hemburger, “I'm In Love
with a Convict,” and “Disneyland
Detroit,” the show’s grand finale.
Overall, the verdict on this
show Is fun. A few of the sketches
don't quits hit on all cylinders at
this point, but in time, thess bugs
can be worked out — or better
atil), new oketches will take their

place.

‘Tho only question remalning la
whether tho Slmpson trisl will
outlast the run of “Ito Phone
Home."

To leave a rmessage for Bob
Sadler, call (313) 953-2047, mail-

box 1885, 0na Touch-Tone phone,
or write to him care of Let's Gol,
Qbserver & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonis, M}
48150,

erter beset by literary characters

Troy Players’
proud new pres-
entation “Qut of
Out of
by Fred
Carmichael 1a
not an out of
sight, out of
N mind :ruduc-

2 tlon. It has witty
m RYJgE lines, clever
plota twists, and

unexpected hnppcninxu.

The unexpected gueat in the
;out-of-formula murder myntery is
in foundering writer, Poter
{Knight, perplesingly played by
‘Mark Dremann with a smile on
‘hl: face but no tongue in cheek.

Huunted by the ghosta of liter-
‘ary past, charecters created hy the
world's great mystery writers
while writing during s storm In a

desertod Vermont Victorian man-
ner isolated from the outside,
Knight's creativa imagination
whlilth has run dry, suddenly runs
wi

An “ethereal” taleat agency hea
acot him a group of Topper-like
actors, who know and disliks each
other. Knight seeka to dhpexue
with the tules of mystery wri
but this cast can only play by tbe
rules making things difficult for
Knight. He loses control because
be doean't know what i going to
happen since he hasn’t written
the myatery yot.

Agntha Christie's imaginative
myatery writing provides a wealth
of material to humorize. As Fiona
Babeock knitting an octopus
sweater (of a non red color), Shir.
loy Biggs, docs an excoptional job

ntlrulng Mn. of

“Mousetrs]

This pan il Dot tha only role
eatirized by the witty playwright.
Jennio Cron is the sugary swoot
ingenue, Kay Kelsoy; Shelly
Slater ia the pregnant maid Ad-
die; Bob Kalser is the forbearing
bu!]ur,and Jeff Haddad js the over
zealous juvenlls, Dick Stanton.
The unhappily marred couple,
Lydia and Jordan Dillingham, is
played by a eexy Mikki Malatesta
and a erass Doug Noel. Marilyn
Rands, as tho b k Min.

Boyle

“Qut of Sight...
Out of Murder”

‘Theater: Troy Players, at the
Troy Community Center, 520
West Big Beaver Road, {at §-
75), Troy.

Curtaln time: 8 p.m. Friday
and Saturday, May 19-20; 2
p.m. Sunday, May 21.

Tickotss $9 adults, smdcnl and
senior citizon giscoun!
avsliablo. Call (810) 870- 1285,

na, gives a Bob Evans touch of re-
ality to tho show, unable to sse
the actors as Knight sees them.

Like the ticulously band

and mystery, winding it all up
into a surprising Pygmalion end-
ing. R

Outasigh

stenciled wallpaper on Joo
Urkshus' handsome set, director
Rob Chrenko has guided the ac-
tors into a cleaver mix of humor

Mary Jane Doerr of Troy is a
fulltime  teacher and freelance
writer who specinlizes in opera
and musical theater,

Funny gcene:
Nancy Hay-
den and Rico'
Bruce Wade !
actupin v
Second City .
— Detroit's |
“Ito Phone
Home.”
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MON, & TUE.:
Bill Kahler

% "WE HAVE IT ALLI")

27331 Five Mde Rd.
(at Inkster)

WEDNESDAY:
Karaoke! wennis Charles

THURS., FRI, & SAT.

Jeff & the Atlantics
featuring Dennis Charles
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m Richard Jeni
bian’s Rock & Roll Party

Fal
wiFabian, Gary Lewis & The M1 Much Ryder,Gary Tuck

JULY

Sarah Manchlnn
4

Barcnoked Ladies

w/Bully Beagg
sz R ac Sunsplash « 5
bk i et b

nnis Briwn,
Shawn Colvin
Pat Mctheny Group

B Grath «2 &
BobMeGmate s2om & opm &G

ey Detroit Symphony Orchestra -

Mare?

) Beethoven's Big Fives w/Conductor Neeme Jarvi+8 pen

Claseical Kids *Teechoven Lives Upstain® 13 pae
Russian Favorites w/Conductor Neeme Jarvi s B pem

Y Lascr Light Spectaculsr « 830 pm

American Family Thcatre’s
Pinocchio « 1 am &85 T

The David Sanborn Group

AUG

Dave Koz

Weezer

An Evening with Barry Manilow
Always... Patay Cline

Robert Cray w/TaiMshal

¥ udy Collins/David Gatcs

-z The Neville Brothers
featuring Aaron Neville w/lvan N:vm.-

'@Shnd Lewia « 7 pm 8185




